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Year 11 mid-January update 

 

I am astounded at how well Year 11 have engaged with their remote learning. We know it is not easy 

and we applause the resilience that has been demonstrated by students and wonderful 

parents/carers. Students are being really proactive with using the TEAMS chat function during their 

lessons and emailing teachers when they need help. Please encourage your child to continue to do 

this if they are struggling. Moving forward work is going to be labelled ‘MUST’ (meaning these tasks 

must be completed in the allocate lesson time) ‘SHOULD’ (If a student still has time in their lesson 

then they should complete these tasks) ‘COULD’ (are tasks for the students who have completed the 

tasks in the lesson time or would like to complete them as extra learning or homework tasks). 

During this time of uncertainty, we all need to be looking after our wellbeing. Please ensure your 

child is going for a daily walk, having breaks according to their timetable and taking time to complete 

activities they enjoy. The best advise is to really stick to a routine, stick to the normal timing of their 

school day and go to bed/sleep at a sensible time. I know it is hard, but please try to reframe from 

reading news articles from unreliable sources. Media outlets really are not helping with the panic that 

some of our students are feeling. As soon as we know more detail about CAG’s (Centre Assessed 

Grades) from OFQUAL, we will update you.  

 

Guided assessment w/c 1st February 

 

In the Summer schools are required to submit Centre Assessed Grades for Year 11 students. Every 

lesson, homework and assessment will help staff to formulate the final grade which is then 

submitted to the exam board.  

From 1st February students will be completing one guided assessment for each of their subjects. 

The assessments will take place as shown on the timetable and these will be completed remotely 

through Microsoft teams. Teachers will inform students of the topic areas in advance so students 

can work towards the guided assessment. Teachers will then prepare and deliver a presentation 

which will help guide students through each part of the assessment.  

We have chosen this to be a guided assessment to ensure students develop the skills required for 

completing exams. Time management, formulating paragraphs and constructing successful 

answers are skills which a guided assessment will help to improve. We also hope with the 

assessment being guided students will have the confidence to complete the task to the best of their 

ability.  
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Parents evening’s 26th & 28th February 

To support the guided assessments and to update parents on lock down engagement from students 

we are hosting a virtual parent’s evening on the 26th and 28th of February. This event will run from 

2.30-6.30pm both evenings and attached to this letter is a guide on how to book your appointments. 

Please note with the earlier start time of 2.30pm there will be limited online support for students 

during period 4 on those days. The event will open Monday 18th January at 8am to book 

appointments. 

 

Mocks/Final exams 

I also wanted to update you on how the rest of Year 11 will look. Queensbury is committed to 

ensuring students have the opportunity to complete their Mock exams. We are aiming for these to 

take place around Easter. We do also plan for students to complete a final exam before they leave in 

the summer. I am sure you will understand planning anything at this moment is difficult, but we feel is 

important that both parents and students have an understand of the key dates this year. 

 

Supporting students this term 

Before Christmas elevate delivered a session aimed at improving study skills, as a partner of the 

school they are also offering free virtual sessions for parents and students. Each session focuses on 

a particular aspect of Year 11 and if you would like to access these for free please follow the link 

below. 

•         Tuesday 19th January: Increasing and Sustaining Motivation 

•         Tuesday 9th February: Stress & Wellbeing 

•         Tuesday 2nd March: Preparing for Assessments 

•         Tuesday 23rd March: Managing Technology and Distractions 
 

I will email you the replay link and resources for each webinar the day after it has taken place, as well as a 
reminder about the next webinar. Parents will also be sent the replay link if they have registered so if they 
miss it live, they can still access it. 

The details of next Tuesday’s webinar to share with parents are as follows: 

Managing Motivation: How to boost and sustain your child’s motivation during lockdown 
Date: Tuesday 19th January 2021 

Time: 6:00 – 7:00pm 
Registration link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register 

 

 

If you do have any more questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us 

 

Miss Bolton & Mr Dumpleton 
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