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Dear Parents/Carer, 
 
We have now completed two weeks of remote learning and the engagement of the students at home 
and those who continue to come in to school, has been commendable. It is fantastic to see the 
positive manner in which they have embraced these changes and I would like to express my thanks 
to you for your support and for the feedback that we have received from so many of you. Whilst we 
have learnt a huge amount since the first lockdown in March 2020, there is still nothing quite like 
face-to-face teaching in school and we are all looking forward to being able to welcome the students 
back as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

Yr11 and 13 exams The DFE and OFQUAL have launched a consultation on how grades will be 
awarded this summer for Yr11 and 13 students   You can respond to it here 

(https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8BYI4T/). The deadline to respond is at the end of next week. 
The consultation is a long document and so the key proposals are that students’ grades will be 
decided from assessments made by the teacher based upon the student's current working at 
grade. We will not be able to predict what they would have got if it were not for the pandemic. 
Exam boards will produce external assessment tasks instead of exams which teachers will mark 
to help with the teacher's assessment of the student's grade.  
 
Remote Learning The updated policies on remote education at Queensbury can be found on our 
website Remote-Education-Policy-Covid-19-1.pdf (queensburysch.s3.amazonaws.com) and Online-

Safety-policy-for-students-and-parents.pdf (queensburysch.s3.amazonaws.com) and an updated 
remote education agreement is attached for your reference. You will receive a further 
communication about this– no action is required now. Please also find attached a top tips for 
students document to help them with their remote learning. Please go through this with your child to 
reflect upon their routines, what is going well and what could be worked on. The document also 
reminds you of the timings of lessons which are one hour and fifteen minutes long. 
 

Please note that teacher feedback should be regular but there is not an expectation that all pieces 
are marked. If a member of staff is unwell, please be aware this will affect the support during a 
lesson and the marking of work. If a staff member is absent, then we will post this on the Teams chat. 
 

We are constantly reviewing and developing our remote learning practice. To help us with this, we 
would be grateful if you could spare the time to complete a survey on remote learning. The link for 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021/how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021-html
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8BYI4T/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8BYI4T/
https://queensburysch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-Education-Policy-Covid-19-1.pdf?t=1610646942
https://queensburysch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Online-Safety-policy-for-students-and-parents.pdf?t=1611131598
https://queensburysch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Online-Safety-policy-for-students-and-parents.pdf?t=1611131598
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this is Parent Survey Remote Education January 2021  
 

Reports - We are aiming to make available Yr9 and 10 progress reports by half term or just after. For 
Yr7 and 8 they will be with you the early part of next half term. Yr8 and 9 parents evenings will be 
after half term to help students prepare for choosing their options. Yr7 and 10 parents evening will 
be just after Easter once we are hopefully back in school 
 

Key worker and Vulnerable students    Please be aware that the school is stretched in terms of its 
capacity to take in more students who are key worker children or who are vulnerable. If your child 
falls one of these categories and they are able to work at home, then please keep them there  
 

Free School Meals Vouchers are now issued via ‘Wonde’. We are responsible for organising the term 
time vouchers. Central Beds will be issuing the February half term vouchers 
 

Taskmaster It has been great to see the house competitions up and running. Ennis House has a 
slender lead at the moment so please encourage your son/daughter to take part. Competition entries 
should be sent to housecompetitions@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk   
 

Pop up library Reading still remains a priority at Queensbury and even though the library itself is not 
accessible, students are still able to take out books using our home delivery service. Students need to 
log onto Oliver, the library catalogue, on the Queensbury Academy homepage to search.  Once they 
have chosen their books, they need to log their request onto the Pop-Up Library form.  When our 
librarian, Ms Unwin, has received these details, she will contact you to arrange a convenient time for 
delivery.  Any queries please contact lunwin@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 
  
There are a number of areas in which we are awaiting further information, including the return to 
school of the majority of students. Unfortunately, we do not get any advance warning of decisions in 
these areas and are reliant on press conferences and news flashes in the same way that you are. 
However, we are planning for a number of different scenarios in each of these areas and as soon as 
we receive updated guidance I will update you again with what it means for our school community. 
 
It just remains for me to thank you again for your continued support and to wish you a relaxing 
weekend. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 

 
 
Mark Little 
Principal 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pGcNtDFve0GB0B6WvxpVXPGMxZs9ZpBAhJbAIn4EMnhUNTlDMjVYSFZSWkkwUTAwWjBPNkFCNVdaWC4u
mailto:lunwin@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk

