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 Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Since I wrote to you last week, we have been busy planning how to administer nearly 4000 lateral flow 
tests and how we will support students on their return to school over the coming weeks. This will take 
nearly a week to get done however with an army of staff to help we can get this done before the end of 
the week beginning the 8th and so all students will be back in classes full time on Friday 12th of March. 
 
Tutor Meetings 
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming our wonderful students back and I am sure many students 
(and parents) are looking forward to this too. We are also aware that some students are quite anxious 
about getting back into the routine of going to school and as part of our CARE values approach here, we 
feel we need to do everything we can to support them in reintegrating back to school. Before students 
returned after the lockdown in the last academic year, some years groups met with their tutor to get 
them used to coming into the building again, to talk through any concerns and to help them refocus on 
their education by setting targets for the year ahead. Students found this extremely helpful as it gave 
them real confidence in participating back fully in school life. Therefore, we will be inviting your 
son/daughter into the Academy from March 8th for a 15-minute meeting with their tutor.   
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
 
In addition to the tutor meeting, your son/daughter will be invited in to take a lateral flow test. It is not 
compulsory, but it is strongly advised for your son/daughter to take the test before they come back to 
school more fully. If you do not consent for your son/daughter to have the tests they still cannot return to 
full time lessons till March 12th. Once students have had their first test, they are required to then take 2 
more tests which should be 3-5 days apart from each other. From then on, your son/daughter will not be 
required to take any more lateral flow tests at school. Instead, they will be provided with 2 tests per week 
which they can do at home.  Please let us know if your son/daughter has had COVID in the last 90 days or 
if they have had a vaccine. You can inform us by click completing this COVID questionnaire 
 
Face Coverings 
 
Face coverings will be required at all times when a student or member of staff cannot maintain a 2-metre 
distance from another person. Therefore, in classrooms students should wear a face covering at all times 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pGcNtDFve0GB0B6WvxpVXMFJVQQqqqZPm5vqRu0BgNpUMzVJVDRPMzUxTEtHWDA3VjlLNVBFMDhMRC4u
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unless they meet the criteria to be exempt. If you are unsure whether your son/daughter meets the 
criteria or you want to apply for your son/daughter to be exempt then please use the following form   
Face Covering Exemption Request 
 
Remote learning from March 8th to Thursday 11th 
 
As many students will be in and out of school throughout the week at different times, teaching staff will 
post their lessons on Teams to appear at 8.30am at the beginning of each day.  This will allow students to 
organise their time to complete the work as suits their individual needs.  Also, as our teaching staff will be 
in school conducting tutor meetings as well as supervising the safe arrival and departure of students, they 
will not be at hand to participate in live lessons or the live chat on TEAMs.  Students are encouraged to 
email teachers if they have any questions about the work. 
 
Mental Health Support 
 
We are pleased to congratulate Mrs Jones, Mrs Bright, Mrs Sides, Mrs Billington, Mrs Olarui, Mr Mason, 
Mrs O’Toole, Mrs Wells and Mrs Forder who join Mrs Mason in having qualified as Youth Mental Health 
First Aiders.  We feel this additional training puts us in a strong position to support students on their 
return to school and thank these staff for their time and commitment to this important area of our work. 
 
Next Steps 
 
You will receive 2 further letters/parentmails. One to inform you of when your son/daughter is being 
invited in to have their lateral flow tests if you have given consent for this. If you have not and you would 
like to, please click on this LFT Consent Form   The second letter will inform you of when your 
son/daughter is due to come in for their tutor meeting.  
 
Safety in the Community 
 
We also wish to bring to your attention information we have received in relation to some young people in 
the Dunstable area having obtained and taken ‘edibles’. These are ‘sweets’ which look like normal 
gummy sweets but have a cannabis oil on them, or something similar, and can apparently be 
bought online. They have made children very unwell and requiring medical attention. Please do speak to 
your child/ren about this risk in order to keep them safe. 
 
Thank you for your patience whilst we get the school ready to reopen and thank you again for all of your 
support over this current lockdown. I am very confident the students will have a fantastic second half of 
the year.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 

 

Mark Little 
Principal 
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