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As we approach Christmas for yet 

another year, English students at 

Queensbury Academy are busier 

than ever with revision for Year 11 

students, trips for years 7 and 10 

and our 7 and 8 students receiving 

their BookBuzz books to enjoy.  

This edition features book 

reviews from members of our 

student book groups and, as 

always, outstanding student 

revision and homework.  

We hope you enjoy and have a 

wonderful Christmas. 

 

Queensbury 
embraces reading 
by Miss Gauci 
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Bookbuzz 2019 
by Miss Gauci  

This year, we have seen the 
return of the Bookbuzz program – 
a fabulous initiative that supports 
readers in years 7 and 8 by giving 
them (for free!) a book of their 
choice to take away and read. 
Last term, students got to select 
their books from a range of 
authors on many topics including 
humour, sports, adventure and 

much more. Once students are 
given their books, they will be 
working in groups during their 
library lessons to delve deeper 
into their book of choice and 
hopefully deepen their love of 
reading.  

Here is a selection of the books 
that have been popular with our 
luck students. See the website 
below for the full list and more 
about Bookbuzz. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-
we-do/programmes-and-
campaigns/bookbuzz/  

 

 

 

 

  

Year 11 Revision 
by The English Department 

Year 11 students are invited to a drop-in revision session each Friday 
in E7 after school where they can bring in notes, study guides and 
receive assistance with developing responses and clarifying ideas. 
Parents and students should use the guides given out at Parents’ 
Evening in October for more support on study and revision. 

It is essential that students have a timetable to help with 
scheduling revision for each subject. Your teacher can help you 
set this up and guide you with revision strategies in the lead up 
to exams. 

 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/
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In Bloom by CJ 
Skuse reviewed 
by Lily Barker 

This book is 
about a serial 
killer and her 
mental battle 
about whether 

she wants to be a mother or a 
murderer. I haven’t yet finished 
the book yet, but I am very 
intrigued to find out how it ends. 
A review I read online about the 
book said, ‘Bridget Jones meets 
American psycho’ and I couldn’t 
agree more; this book is both 
dark and twisted and funny and 
comedic. I would recommend this 
book for years 9, 10 and 11 as it is 
rather mature. 

The Knife of 
Never Letting 
Go by Patrick 
Ness reviewed 
by Emily Payne 

This book is the 
first in the 
Chaos Walking 
series. It is 

amazingly written with so many 
twists and interesting plot lines. It 
focuses on the characters, Todd 
and Viola, who embark on a 
vigorous journey to a place called 
Haven, with an army of men 
trying to beat them to it. 

The Wicked 
Deep by Shea 
Ernshaw 
reviewed by 
Valentina 
Kalanyos 

Over the 
summer I read 

the novel The Wicked Deep by 
Shea Ernshaw. This book is an 
amazing mix of mystery, magic 
and mythology. It captivated me 
from the very first page and kept 
me hooked throughout the book. 
I recommend this story for 
anyone who likes mythology or 
mystery and would love to see it 
combined. 

The Lost Diary 
of Sami Star 
by Karen 
McCombie 
reviewed by 
Lauren 
Stanbridge 

This book is 
about a girl called Hannah, who 
suffers with anxiety and stress 
caused by her parents and sister 
always arguing. She goes out the 
park with her “best friends” and 
finds a lost diary. Her friends 
don’t really seem to be interested 
but Sami is determined to find 
the owner of the lost diary! This 
book is full of mystery and 
excitement but is also sad in 
some places. 

Lovely Vicious 
Series By Sara 
Wolf reviewed 
by Kesha Shah 

This is a trilogy 
suitable for 
slightly 

mature/young adult readers. It is 
full of comedy as well as being full 
of thrill and is a one of a kind 
romance tale. It includes a female 
protagonist and a cold yet warm 
hearted male protagonist. I am 
sure you will enjoy it!  

Two Can Keep a 
Secret By 
Karen M. 
McManus 
reviewed by 
Emma Pala 

This murder 
mystery novel is 

the second in the series, the first 
being ‘One of us is Lying’. I really 
enjoyed this book and enjoyed 
the ingenious plot twists 
throughout. I also liked the way 
the author includes the other 
characters viewpoints, instead of 
focusing on just one character. It 
brings a wider understanding of 
what is going on. Overall, this is 
one of the best ‘whodunit’ novels 
I have ever read. 

I Have No 
Secrets by 
Penny Joelson 
reviewed by 
Lucy Jolly 

This book is 
great for 
someone who 
enjoys an 

engaging story that relates to real 
life situations. I would 
recommend it to year 9 and older 
but some advanced year 8s may 
also enjoy it. All in all, great book 
with a fantastic storyline and lots 
of plot twists and turns all the 
way. 

Book reviews 
by Book Group 
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Take a look at these reading challenges for our KS3 and KS4 students to help keep 
them busy over the Christmas break! Students can pick one up from Ms Unwin in the 

library if they haven’t already. 
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Book Group 
Updates 
by Book Groups members 

What’s new in the 
Library? 
by Miss Unwin 

9-11 Book Group 

Our growing senior book group has taken on some 
classic novels as part of our reading this term. The 
group are either reading Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein or Robert Louis Stevenson’s Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. We hope to discuss our 
reading in our meetings and finish the books 
before Christmas and be able to share your 
thoughts on both classic novels. All are welcome 
to join us Tuesdays, Week B, Lunchtime in the 
Library. 

7-8 Book Group 

Our 40 junior book group members enjoy their time discussing and 
deliberating their latest reads and recommending books to other readers. 
They will soon be debating the nominations for the Carnegie Awards and 
will be encouraged to read some of the nominated books ahead of the 
longlist announcement in February. Years 7 and 8 also have a reading 
challenge that is run through the library which guides our readers towards 
more challenging reads and novels that perhaps they have not considered 
before. All are welcome to join us Tuesdays, Week A, Lunchtime in the 
Library. 

As a part of our Remembrance 
Week at Queensbury, the library 
wanted to highlight how novels 
explore the themes of War 
through this beautiful display. 

Our latest display is showcasing 
some of the newest books in the 
library which we are hoping 
students will borrow before we 
break up for Christmas. 

Students can borrow up to 4 
books at a time for two weeks 
and should remember to take 
care of their books while they 
have them. 
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As soon as I arrived, the first thing 
I encountered was noise; loud a 
hideous noise. Already, a crowd 
of two hundred and fifty had 
stuffed themselves together, 
shouting sinister things. I 
slithered, like a snake would, 
around the guild to the front, 
hissing at the tall people who 
stepped on my cloak. And their 
conversations grew louder and 
louder, as they impatiently 
longed for the show. 

And a show is what I gave them. 

“My fair, fine people of Saint 
Albans,” I bellowed from my 
stage. The words of their chatter 
floated away, as they slowly 
registered the fact that their day’s 
entertainment was about to 
begin. “Who is ready for today’s 
hanging?” A rippling roar of 
perpetual blaring eliminated the 
silence. I could almost feel the 
rage in their souls. Callous. 

 “Bring out the thief!” I ordered 
and soon enough a deafening 
blare strangled my own voice, 
drowning my demands in their 
tumultuous, foul jeering. It was 
like a person had crammed a cult 
of circus animals into a single pen 
and left them to starve. I felt sorry 
for the beasts inside their souls. 
The monsters inside the monster. 

I clapped my hands as the young 
man struggled up the stairs. His 
arms were tied behind his back, 
hopeless and weak. He looked 
dazed, but he snapped back to 

life when his glazed eyes met 
mine. The face he held went 
white and his blood ran cold. And 
that gave me satisfaction. The 
crowd’s violent screams fuelled 
each other, and they became an 
unstoppable, endless army of 
almost-people.  

 

“This,” I spat, grabbing his collar 
and shoving him to his knees, 
“Criminal… is a thief!” They 
booed and murmured back my 
words. 

“Criminal” 

“Thief” 

“Monster” 

“20 loaves he stole,” I declared, 
“20 loaves of bread in only one 
week!” I looked down at his 
trembling body. It disgusted me. I 
slapped his face. A collected gasp 
came from the crowd. 

They had forgotten the rope tied 
to the wood. He hadn’t. 

“And now,” I paused for effect, 
“He will die his deserving death 
for his sins!” 

There were no more gasps or 
shocked faces, just deep red 
beasts, begging for a show. 
Thunderous sounds, I heard. But 
none grimmer, more dreadful, 
more disturbing than the terrified 
soul knelt in front of me. His face 
was so afraid, it barely resembled 

a face anymore. Just a white plate 
of features, begging for mercy. 
He sobbed. 

Because he knew the end of my 
sentence was final. 

I could’ve stopped. Ended it all. 
But my people, my evil people, 
were waiting. 

On with the show. 

 

The Hanging 
by Emily Payne, Yr 10 

English reminders: 

o Students in year 7-9 

need to have a reading 

book each English 

lesson. This can be a 

choice from home or 

from the library. 

 

o Students should come 

prepared with pens and 

other useful stationery. 

 

o All homework should be 

completed as is stated 

on Edulink and handed 

in on the due date. 

 

o All students will be given 

knowledge organisers to 

help with the completion 

of homework. You can 

help your child by 

quizzing them on 

knowledge and 

encouraging them to 

read for at least 20 

minutes each day. 
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Private Peaceful Revision  

By Violet Atkins, Yr 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Self-quizzing An Inspector 
Calls 

By Freya Baldock, Yr 11  

Fantastic English 
Homework and 
Revision 
by Students at Queensbury Academy 

Donald Trump poem 

By Ibrahim Salamat and Harry Fay, 
Yr 8 

 

I have more power than you, 

Because my followers trust what I do. 

I own Area 51, 

Of course, it’s the center of all the fun. 

 

I rule America with my wig and orange 
face, 

I think Mexicans are a big disgrace. 

I need to build a wall on the border of 
my land, 

So I can block the Mexicans or they’ll 
be banned. 

 

During the war England was our 
friend, 

So, we helped them defend. 

We are ready for war – we have plenty 
of ammo, 

And a ton of cammo. 

These are both 
examples of 
self-quizzing 

using the 
knowledge 

organisers to 
help 

remember key 
ideas, 

characters, 
quotes and 
characters. 

You can 
present your 
knowledge in 
any way that 

you like. What 
do you think 
of these two 
examples? 
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A Christmas Carol Revision  

By Cara Wakefield, Yr 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Curious Incident story map  

By Kiera Fitzgerald-Larch, Yr 8 
  

Curious 
Incident 
story 
summary 

By Hannah 
Binu, Yr 8 
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Letters from the war 

By Emma Covington, Yr 7 

 

 

PTE Thomas Peaceful  

22545  

D Company  

Dearest Mother, Big Joe and Molly,  

I was glad to receive your letter and thanks for the scarf, gloves and socks you and Molly 
knitted - they are helping to keep out the cold. I am fit and well although I do long for a bath 
and your home cooked food.  

I am now in Belgium with my company after our training and feel glad to be doing my patriotic 
duty. Charlie has become everyone`s big brother and jollies each of us along if we get 
downhearted, as sometimes the fighting feels futile.  

Yesterday, I saw an aeroplane flying in the sky and it reminded me of the yellow aeroplane 
that landed in the meadow.  

Mother, I think of you always, often dreaming that I am walking with you down by the river. In 
my dreams, I can smell the wildflowers, and this transports me back to you. Sometimes I close 
my eyes and hear you singing oranges and lemons and this gives me the strength to go on until 
we meet again. 

Tell Big Joe that I have a mouse that comes to visit me in the trenches and keeps me company. 
I am sure that he would love to add him to his creature collection.  

I hope Molly is keeping well and that little Tommo is growing fast.  

Please write soon with all the news from home.  

You are all in my thoughts and dreams  

All my love  

Your son Tommo XX  

For Joe XX 
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Descriptive Writing Task 

By Jessica Hudson, Yr 7 

She looks around and the cold, 
New York air fills her lungs. She 
can’t hear herself over the 
bustling sound of the city; cars 
around her honk so ferociously as 
if they are being attacked. 
Around her settled a smell of 
petrol. A large oil slick lay in front 
of her, waving as the wind pushed 
it around. She turns to see a 
forensic scientist in a white 
hazmat suit and a man with beige 
trousers and a khaki jacket. This 
man is a detective. He is going 
bald in the back and as he walks 
past her, she can smell his musk. 
He is carrying a knife with blood 
as red as the darkest ruby. Then, 
she shivers as he struts past. 
 
Smooth yet rough around the 
edges, she runs her fingers across 
the blue police tape. Walking 
across the damp concrete, she 
comes to a stop when she 
approaches a large crowd of New 
Yorkers; she can’t hear herself 
now over the shouting and of the 
vast amount of people that 
surrounded her. The wind that 
whistled and her face has turned 
it into a numb, cold rock. 
Surrounded, she quickly escapes 
through a miniscule hole in 
between everyone. Reporters 
rush around the blue and yellow 
police tape, trying to find answers 
to questions no-one knows. 
Quickly, she walks past the 
honking cars; the bustling streets; 
the police; the oil slick; the crowd 
of New Yorkers and the reporters. 
Then she stumbles upon several 
police cars, each one filled with at 

least 2 people. She swiftly walks 
past the angry men and women in 
the cars, who were banging on 
the car doors, away from the 
hustle of New York City.  
 

 

Descriptive Writing Task 

By Drew Manning, Yr 8 

She pushed past masses of 
people to get a better view, but 
the ring of panicked pedestrians 
would let no one pass.  
 
From her position in the middle of 
the people, she could see lines of 
police tape, slithering in the wind 
like a snake. 
 
Her eyes drifted upwards slightly, 
to spot a man in navy having to 
hold a woman back. She had 
cheeks as red as an apple, and 
upon them was the tell-tale 
tracks of tears. She was 
screaming, but the noise could 
not be heard over the roar of 
everyone else. 
 
Just to the left of the screaming 
woman was a hoard of 
cameramen, taking photos - 
flashes of tiny bolts of lightning. 
There was another man in 
uniform; an evening blue hat 
proudly sat upon his head, his 

arms thrown wide, herding the 
cameramen away, as if they were 
sheep, and he a sheep dog. 
Her eyes zipped around, finally 
falling on a man with dull green 
pants and a dirty white cap. He 
was being extremely violent 
towards the policewoman trying 
to calm him. He threw himself 
against her, making her stumble. 
The policewoman regained 
balance and her slender fingers 
inched their way towards the belt 
at her hips… 
 
She averted her eyes and scanned 
the actual crime scene. 
  
A balding man in a forest green 
zipped jacket was kneeling 
infront of something on the floor. 
That “something” was unclear to 
see from the distance she was 
standing away from it. The 
balding man reached out a sky-
blue gloved hand. 
 
Another man, his features 
obscured by a blindingly white 
mask, wore a haz-mat suit. He 
also wore blue gloves. The man in 
white watched his colleague with 
a stern gaze. 
 
Then the man in the forest green 
jacket stood upright. He was 
much taller than she had first 
anticipated. He turned to the man 
in white and said something in a 
hushed tone. They both then 
nodded and went to a van parked 
a few feet away. 
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English class work 

By Amy Edgar, Yr 11 

 

 

 

 

An Inspector Calls Context 
Revision 

By Lexie Hobson, Eleanor 
Hill, Kineth Kaluratchi and 
Alfie Powell, Yr 11 
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Generation Z.  The current 
youngsters.  The eboys, egirls, 
the Instagram influencers, 
Youtubers and the TikToker’s 
that make up a very complex part 
of society.  That is what we define 
Gen Z.  We are a mix of antisocial, 
problematic, Neanderthals that 
are meant to ‘be the future.’ Well, 
if we’re the future, then the 
future is doomed. 
 
Every human has emotions.  They 
are the foundations of our souls 
and often the bases of our 
decisions.  Our emotions are our 
powerhouses as people.  What do 
you think happens when those 
powerhouses run out of power?  
They stop.  Generation Z are 
powerless people.  We lack basic 
human empathy and love since 
our human expression is now 
demonstrated pathetically 
through illustrated icons called 
emojis.  We pretend to laugh 
behind the screen at jokes we 
don’t find funny.  We send hearts 
to everyone about everything 
without realising that hearts are a 
symbol of deep love and affection 
and we put smiley faces at 
comments and texts when that is 
not how we truly feel.  This lack of 
emotional expression will 
eventually turn us all into 
emotionless organisms whose 
sole motivation is their social 
media footprint.  It's not healthy.   
 

In a recent study found by the 
NHS on the effect of social media 
on teens, it shows that social 
media use is booming: 91% of 16-
24-year-olds in the UK use the 
internet and other social 
networking sites regularly. 
Although social media can 
connect people from all over the 
world to provide a strong sense of 
community, rates of anxiety and 
depression in young people have 
increased by 70% over the last 25 
years. This all happens because of 
the pressure that Instagram, 
Snapchat, Twitter and Facebook 
all might inflict on teens and 
young adults.  
 
As much as social media is a 
problem for us emotionally, 
technology in general is on the 
verge of ruining our brains and 
attitudes towards education.  Our 
generation has lost all sense of 
intellectuality and determination.  
I know young children who 
believe that school is pointless 
and utter trash. 
 
“Why learn maths if I have a 
calculator on my Apple X?” 
whines my 8-year-old niece.  
What am I supposed to tell her?  
Encourage her to learn and 
persevere and watch her ignore 
me or break it to her nicely that 
once AI takes over the world (and 
it will) she might want to know 
some basic maths so she can 
count her last days on earth.  
 
The children of our generation 
don’t understand the importance 
of actual knowledge!  The 
generation before us didn’t have 
phones, computers, some even 
transport to get to school and 

would have been so grateful to 
live in our ‘utopia’ but instead Gen 
Z sweeps the years of hard-
earned knowledge by our 
ancestors under a mat titled LOL.   
 
However, I still believe there is 
some hope for Generation Z.  
Despite all the problems we face 
as individuals, we battle 
humanitarian problems 
amazingly as communities.  Most 
of our influencers and role models 
use their voices to stand up for 
modern day ongoing issues such 
as homophobia and sexism.  
These influencers can have up to 
22 million supporters on multiple 
media mainstreams with colonies 
of people willing to offer their 
contribution and support to 
raising awareness about these 
issues across the globe.  We’ve 
formed campaigns and as 
teenagers have protested about 
climate change, discrimination 
and poverty.  
 
I just hope we continue focusing 
on what will give our society a 
concrete base and realise the 
factors that play negative roles in 
our lives.  Otherwise we are truly 
doomed.  
 
 

 
 
  

Why generation 
Z is doomed 
 by Valentina Kalanyos, Yr 10 
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Macbeth performance at Luton 

Library Theatre 

Lucky students from years 9 to 11 
were treated to a performance of  
Shakespeare's Macbeth at the 
Luton Library Theatre. The 
performance helped students to 
gain a deeper understanding of 
the characters and plot by 
comparing this modern 
representation to the classic they 
have/will study in class.  

 

Students were particularly 
intrigued by the 1980s setting 
which made for interesting 
viewing. 

 

 

 

An Inspector Calls 
performance at Oxford 
Playhouse 

 

As a part of revision for exams, 
year 11 students were taken to a 
performance of An Inspector Calls 
and were absolutely blown away. 
Some lucky students were able to 
get up close and personal with 
the characters as they entered 
the stage from near their seats 
and were close enough to the 
action that they could feel the 
spatters of rain as it pattered 
down dismally on the stage set.  

All students have said that this 
was a worthwhile performance to 
see and it helped them solidify 
understanding of key characters 
more than ever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matilda at Oxford Playhouse 

 

37 year 7 students recently 
travelled to London to see a 
performance of Matilda at the 
Cambridge Street Theatre and 
thoroughgoingly enjoyed every 
moment. They particularly like 
Ms Trunchbull and her cruel ways 
with the students on stage and 
loved the girl who played Matilda.  

Confetti fell from the ceiling at 
the end which was very 
unexpected and there were lots 
of catchy songs that students 
were still singing in the way 
home. This was a great 
experience for these lucky 
students. 

 

 

 

Trip and Extra 
Curricular Update 
by The English Department 
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1. What is a synonym of the 

word ‘destitute?’ 

       A. Penniless 

       B. Rich 

       C. Happy 

2. If someone holds a ‘vendetta’ 
against you, what does this 
mean? 

A. Having loving feelings 
towards someone 

B. Being best friends with 
someone 

C. Having a long-lasting feud 
with someone 

3. If you house is ‘teeming’ with 
bugs, how is it being described? 

A. Keeping bugs as your pet 

B. Full of bugs 

C. Empty and lonely 

4. What does ‘unscrupulous’ 
mean? 

       A. Being truthful and fair 

       B. Being dishonest and unfair 

       C. Being joyful and happy 

5. To be ‘patriotic’ means what? 

       A. Supporting one’s country 

       B. Hating your country 

       C. Fleeing your country 

6. What does the word 
‘benevolent’ mean? 

        A. Kingship 

        B. Cruelty 

        C. Kindness 

7. Which text from the following 
contains ’regicide?’ 

        A.  A Christmas Carol 

        B. Macbeth 

       C. An Inspector Calls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Queensbury Academy Literary Owls 

Langdale Road 

Dunstable, LU6 3BU 
 

Think your homework is excellent and could feature in this newsletter?  

Have something you are passionate about and can write an article 
about it? 

Come and see Miss Gauci in the English department to discuss. 

 

 

Answe
rs 

Q 1: A 

Q2: C 

Q3: B 

Q4: B 

Q5: A 

Q6: C 

Q7: B 

 

Let’s get quizzical – 
All about words! 

 by Miss Gauci 

 

This edition was brought to 
you by the following people: 

The English Club, Book Group, 
The English Department, Ms 
Unwin, Valentina Kalanyos, 
Violet Atkins, Freya Baldcock, 
Lucy Jolly, Emma Pala, Lauren 
Stanbridge, Lily Barker, Emily 
Payne, Kesha Shah, Ibrahim 
Salamat, Harry Fay, Cara 
Wakefield, Kiera Fitzgerald-
Larch, Hannah Binu, Emma 
Covington, Drew Manning, 

Jessica Hudson, Lexie Hobson, 
Eleanor Hill, Kineth 
Kaluratchi, Alfie Powell and 
Amy Edgar. 

 

 

 

 


