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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It seems incredible that we have now passed the halfway point in this strangest of school years and, 
hopefully, the second half is going to see us returning to something more like normal before too 
much longer. The feedback received from our parents/carers and students regarding the remote 
learning that has been provided has been really positive. During this current lockdown, we have 
moved to a more comprehensive remote learning package where most lessons are online through 
Microsoft Teams. Teachers are able to interact with students through the chat feature in their class 
and engage with students to support their progress. A great number of laptops have been delivered 
to those in our community who do not have ready access to it which has really improved 
engagement. We have taken on board comments regarding the amount of work being set and how 
much work needs to be chunked down so it is more manageable.  We are also starting to use a more 
blended learning approach (a mix of live and pre-recorded work) with some year groups to vary the 
types of delivery. We have also been aware of how much time students have been in front of 
screens, so we have also introduced Wellbeing Wednesday to encourage students to put the screens 
down and do something more active that hopefully makes them smile. We have had parents send in 
pictures of some great activities happening so thank you for this. 
 
As you know, we are continually looking at ways to improve our remote education provision. One 
trend we have noticed is that some students are starting their work at the beginning of the day when 
all the assignments for the day appear and therefore not waiting for the lesson time.  This results in 
some students submitting incomplete work before the time of the lesson.  Teachers are enabling the 
chat section for the lesson time, allowing students to discuss with their teacher any problems they 
may be having.  Staff are also directing students through the tasks they have set and dealing with any 
learning misconceptions through this function.  Therefore, after half-term, we will be changing the 
time assignments appear which will be at the time of the lesson as shown on their timetable.  This is 
shown in the table below. 
 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Lesson 1 8.30 9.15 10.00 9.15 10.00 

Lesson 2 9.45 10.30 11.15 10.30 11.15 

Lesson 3 11.30 12.15 1.00 12.15 1.00 

Lesson 4 12.45 1.30 2.15 1.30 2.15 
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We encourage all students to attend the lessons at the time given to complete the assignments and 
engage in the live chat function to discuss their work with their subject teachers if needed. Some may 
not feel comfortable doing this and this is also fine.  However, by following the live chat they will see 
clear instructions from the teacher and can ask for help when needed. Some families may be sharing 
devices and we understand that some may not be able to attend the lessons at this time.  Staff will 
continue to allow 48 hours for work to be completed so those not able to access the work at the time 
of the lesson will still have the opportunity to complete the work.  Please continue to let us know 
how your child is getting on and do not hesitate to contact us if you or they need any additional 
support in the remaining weeks of this lockdown. 
 
Everyone at Queensbury is keen to see the students return as soon as possible and we are 
eagerly awaiting the guidance from the Government that will enable us to plan effectively for 
this to happen. We believe that this will be no earlier than Monday 8 March and, in all 
probability, will require us to have a phased return as there is also an expectation that we will 
conduct lateral flow tests for students when they first attend school. As we get more 
information, we will update you and send out details of how to consent to your child testing 
themselves (if you have not already done so), with supervision, at school during their first week 
back. These tests are voluntary and there is no mandatory requirement for a student to take a 
test before being allowed to return. However, the use of these tests is a key tool in our attempts 
to curb community transmission of the virus and we will be able to process a high number of 
tests a day thanks to the number of staff who have volunteered and completed training on the 
processing of tests and recording of results. 
 
The virtual/online parents’ evening for Year 11 was very well attended last month and the 
feedback we received about it was overwhelmingly positive. It may well be that we do not fully 
return to the old way of doing these which did involve a lot of waiting around and unnecessary 
travel. Please feel free though to email admin@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk if you do have any 
feedback on them.  We now look forward to the Year 8 and 9 events on March 3rd and 4th. A 
parent communication on this will be sent as soon we get back after the half term break about 
these and when the Yr7 and 10 evenings are. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support and all the hard work you have also been doing in 
helping your children at home whilst, I am sure, juggling other commitments. It really is a team 
effort, so we hope families over the half term break enjoy it and keep well. The school will be 
closed that week and there is no need for students to check in with their teachers. I will write to 
you again following the next announcements from the Government. 
  
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 

 

Mark Little  

Principal 


