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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I just wanted to write to you let you know how well the students have started back at the Academy. You should all 
be very proud of your child/children as their behaviour has been impeccable. They have quickly adapted to our new 
systems and enjoyed engaging with learning and other people again. Everyday I have visited classrooms and have 
seen consistently, examples of students demonstrating our CARE values. Their uniforms have looked incredibly 
smart and students have been well equipped for lessons so thank you for your support in helping with this.    
Attendance has also been impressive with the average attendance % being over 95 which is above national average 
for before COVID times. 
 
Students have been recognised for their good work by receiving Q points. Well done to Year 9 for receiving the most 
to date, well done to 8Ha-RIW for getting 720 points and Younes I (Yr8) for getting 39 Q points - the most in the 
Academy so far.  
 
We are working on getting students on and off site safely by escorting them and making sure that other students 
are not leaving and coming at the same time. Thank you to those of you who are parking away from the school site - 
it really does make a difference to the safety of the children. Please could you not drop them off no earlier than 15 
minutes before their year group's start time. 
 
Thank you again for your support. I hope you and your families are well. It is certainly nice to see the Queensbury 
family back together. 
 
Mark Little 
Principal 

 A message from the Principal   

 
Virtual Opening Evening 1st October 2020 

  Half term    26th—30th October 2020    
  Training Day   27th November 2020 
  Training Day   30th November 2020 
  Last day of term   18th December 2020 

Key Dates 

 Year 7 

I want to start by saying a massive "well done!" to the students, they have all been amazing this week. It has not been 
easy to come into a new school, some may not have been in before or since our 'Open Evening' last year. They have   
conducted themselves in such a positive manner given the enormous changes they have had to endure, shown great 
maturity and I cannot speak highly enough of the year group so far, long may this continue. 
 
I am not the only one to recognise how well they have settled in, below are a few messages the teachers have sent me: 
'So far, they are the nicest Year 7s I have ever had' 
'The two classes I have seen so far have made an excellent start. They were focused, polite and showed maturity in the 
way they discussed issues. I am very much looking forward to teaching this year group. Well done everyone. You should 
be proud of yourselves' 
 
I feel I need to echo the words of the previous teacher and say they should 'be proud of themselves!'. At break time it 
has been fantastic to see the year group socialising so well together and making new friends, additionally then at the end 
of the day seeing pupils outside of the school, when phones are allowed, exchanging numbers and wanting to get to 
know one another outside of the school boundaries.  
 
I truly am looking forward to helping/ guiding and supporting this year group with our fabulous year group team. I know 
together we are going to make this a fantastic academic year, embedding the right qualities to ensure that come Year 11 
it has been an amazing journey here and one that will lead to a bright future! 
 Mr Jones , Head of Year 7 

Year group updates 
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 Year 8 

I have been really impressed with how the year group has started. I have seen great examples of TALENT in                     

their lessons. One student said to me: 

“It's really good to be back in school, things are a bit weird at the moment, but people are happy to be back. Even though 

things are strange it's been really well organised and everyone knows what to do”. 

Mr Needham, Head of Year 8 
 
 
 Year 9 
The students in Year 9 have had an exceptional start to the year and have adapted to the new rules with minimal fuss. It 
is lovely, as their head of year, to welcome them all into school as they come through the gate in the morning and to 
speak to them as a year group twice a day as they line up. Attendance has been high, and the students seem pleased to 
be back in a learning environment again.  
I have the privilege to teach 50% of the year group and have asked my classes how they have found their first week back, 
including following all the necessary safety adaptations. They all enjoy having lunch to themselves as a year group      
because they get full use of the largest playground, the picnic area, and the East Hall; not to mention East Canteen. One 
boy stated, "I prefer it like this Miss, I am really enjoying school." 
Mrs Butchart, Head of Year 9 
  
 
 Year 10 
What a fantastic start for Year 10. I am pleased to report attendance is over 95% , students have been working well in 

their lessons and whilst moving through the classrooms I have seen lots of smiles. 

Students are enjoying being back in school and many have commented on how calm school is and how they are enjoying 
being back. 
Mr Dumpleton, Head of Year 10 
 
 
 Year 11 
Year 11 have had a fantastic start to the year. They have adapted quickly to the new structure to their school day with    
enthusiasm. It has been wonderful to see the maturity of the students as they approach their final year. On their first day 
back students had brilliant conversations with their wonderful tutors whilst learning about the new way of life for a while 
and posed mature questions.  In life skills students have had the chance to reflect on their home schooling and explore 
their use of resilience and how they can further develop these skills. Students have commented on the benefits of having 
all the year group in one area and there have been positive comments on the learning that is taking place in double    
lessons to make sure that gaps in their learning are closed. We are extremely proud of their progress and can’t wait to 
watch them flourish even more. 
Miss Bolton, Head of Year 11 
 
 
 
 Sixth form 
I have been really impressed with the positive start to Sixth Form life.  Students have adjusted really well to the new       
protocols and it is great to see learning in the classroom again.  Due to the continued popularity of the school and the 
high quality of education we have here the Sixth Form is growing in size, with a larger Year 12 cohort than in previous 
years, which is excellent to see.   
Comments from a new Y12 student to the Academy highlight the good start: 
'I love the school; everyone seems nice and kind.  Teachers don't seem scary and it's easy to talk to them'. 
 Mrs Sides, Head of Sixth form 

Year group updates 
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Online Cyber Security Club 
 
We currently cannot run clubs on school premises but we do have the following online club for keen students called 
CyberDiscovery. You can take a look at what it involves on their website at -                         
 https://joincyberdiscovery.com 
 
Cyber Discovery is open to any student in the UK aged 13-18. It doesn't matter whether the students are already 
hobbyists, interested in gaming or have never studied computer science before. No previous knowledge is required 
to take part. The program has been prepared by the government to  encourage and support those students with 
interest in cyber security. 
 
We launched the club during lockdown in July and have a health group of active students. There is plenty of space 
for anyone who wishes to have a go. There are four stages to the challenges and the first stage - ASSESS is open now 
for beginners until 31st October 2020. Some students have already done really well and have managed to gain   
access to the second level - GAME. A big congratulations to Ashley S (Year 10) and Jack R (Year 9) for this        
achievement so quickly. 
 
The students can sign up at home, but be sure to use the correct access code. The club access code the students 
need to use when signing up online is  truly-logic-micro-academy 
 
See you online. 
Mrs McQuade 

 

ICT 

 

Queensbury Library will be coming to the students! 

 

For years 7, 8 and 9 a Pop-Up library will be held in East Canteen. Students will be able to borrow books and return 

books every Monday during their lunch breaks.  For Years 10 and 11 the Pop-Up Library will be held in West canteen 

again during their lunch breaks on Thursday each week.    

If any student would like a particular book or one by a specific author or genre, please complete the form on Edulink 

called Queensbury Pop-Up Library.  I will try my best to find the right book for the students and will bring the book 

along to the Pop-Up Library on the designated day. 

Students are required to have a reading book as a part of their equipment each day as it is a useful tool for lesson 

change over and a requirement for English lessons in 7-9.  

Ms Unwin 

 

Library 

https://joincyberdiscovery.com/

