
Welcome to Queensbury Academy. I hope you enjoy reading this
prospectus and finding out more about us and the commitment
we make to all our students, their families and the wider
community.

We offer an excellent academic and extracurricular experience
which ensures the young people of Dunstable that attend
Queensbury Academy get nothing but the best education. They
leave with life-changing opportunities ahead of them and the
character to make the most out of these. 

As part of the Queensbury family, our students grow and become
confident young adults because we insist that all demonstrate high
expectations of behaviour and work. We take time to get to know
every child so we can help them identify their talents which they
develop during their time here. We instil a love of learning in our
students that they take with them for the rest of their lives. 

We look forward to meeting you.

Welcome
from the Headteacher

Mrs H Palmer
Headteacher



Achieving potential

Co-operation
We CO-OPERATE to help each other to achieve.

Our CARE Values

by learning together

Aspiration
We ASPIRE to be and achieve the best we can

Respect
We RESPECT the feelings, wishes and rights of others

Endeavour
We ENDEAVOUR to work hard and not give up.



Our 
Curriculum

Great emphasis is placed on students
having high-quality English, Mathematics
and Science lessons to give them a good
foundation for learning throughout their
time at the Academy. In addition to this,
students will study lessons in Humanities
(Geography, History and
Ethics/Philosophy), Languages,
Technology (Food, Resistant Materials and
Textiles), the Arts (Art and Music),
Computer Science and Physical
Education. In Year 9, students are able to
choose some new subjects to broaden
their experience but also to prepare them
for Key Stage 4, where they make their
final choices about which subjects to
study.

“Queensbury gave me

the opportunity to grow

academically and

made me the confident

person I am today.”

 
Aliza

Students will follow a broad curriculum
that forms a natural progression from
their learning in Year 6. 

Years 7, 8 & 9

In addition to the core subjects of English,
Mathematics and Science, students can choose
four other subjects. Most students are
encouraged to follow courses leading to the
English Baccalaureate (English, Mathematics,
Science, Geography or History, a Modern
Foreign Language and Computer Science)
however we do not force students as this may
not suit everyone. Instead, we aim to
personalise the learning for each student so
they gain the qualifications required to have
good options open to them to continue their
studies Post-16.

We continue to offer a broad range of
subjects that build on from students’ Key
Stage 3 learning to include a full
complement of GCSEs as well as other Level
2 awards including BTEC, where students
can choose options that motivate and
challenge them to be successful.

Years 10 & 11



Sixth
Form

They choose from a broad range of options, including English,
Maths, Sciences, Humanities, Social Sciences, Creative Arts,
and Computing, and are guided through these choices by
Academy Staff. In the Sixth Form, students are encouraged
and supported to develop their skills as independent learners,
whilst also being supported and monitored by their subject
teachers and form tutor. 

Further student leadership roles and responsibilities are
available, led by our Head Prefects. Sixth Form students are
also encouraged to support younger students with their
learning, for example helping with reading individually, or
supporting them in classes. 

Our Sixth Form students are guided through the process of
applying for Higher Education through UCAS and given
support and guidance to access the full range of universities,
including Oxbridge. All students have further access to
independent careers advice, to guide them on the most
suitable pathway for their education and employment.

Our Sixth Form curriculum allows our students to
specialise in a small number of subjects. 

“Queensbury is a

school which

enables students

to flourish both

academically and

socially, which

helped shape me

as a person, and

become a better

version of myself.”

Charlotte



The
Queensbury 
Lesson

The Academy’s assessment policy ensures
that every teacher is fully aware of the
progress, strengths and needs of each
student they teach. Marking of classwork
and home learning or independent study
provides students with clear and precise
advice on how they can improve their
work. 

Students are made aware of their
progress in each subject and this
information is shared with parents
through regular interim reports. Students
are given a clear understanding of what
they need to do to continue to make good
progress and are encouraged to discuss
these suggested steps with their teachers. 

We believe that all students benefit from
being exposed to a wide variety of skills,
experiences and challenges throughout
their school life. This is emphasised in our
motto:

“Achieving Potential by

Learning Together”
 
 

Students are supported to overcome
any barriers to learning and a high
priority is given to the development of
communication skills that will enable
them to access essential knowledge
and understanding and become
resilient, lifelong learners.

Home learning at Queensbury Academy aims
to help consolidate knowledge learned in class
through the use of knowledge organisers and
quizzing. This boosts student confidence,
allowing them to build on their knowledge.

Home learning is scheduled on a regular basis
using Microsoft Teams. Students are
encouraged to take pride in their home
learning and to proofread work before they
hand it in. Rewards are often given for
excellent pieces of work that show great pride,
detail and enjoyment of the tasks set.

Home Learning 



Supporting Careers 
at Queensbury
Academy 

Extra-curricular 
Queensbury Academy offers a fantastic
and ever-expanding range of extra-
curricular and enrichment opportunities
to suit the interests and develop the
talent and potential of all students. Such
clubs foster and develop the character of
our students by improving their
resilience, communication and
teamwork skills. 

Clubs run after school include music
ensembles, girls and boys football, a
fitness club in our Academy gym, netball,
basketball, chess and many more
subject-specific clubs that enrich and
expand on the learning from lessons. 

There are also experiences that happen
outside of the school day such as the
Duke of Edinburgh Award, residential
trips to Europe, and trips in England that
extend the students’ classroom learning.

Queensbury Academy provides career
guidance throughout the curriculum. This
helps students develop the skills and qualities
required in the workplace. Every student in
the academy will receive a careers meeting
with a qualified advisor and whilst at the
academy, students will have opportunities to
work with employers both in school and in the
workplace. The academy also works closely
with colleges, apprenticeship providers and
higher education institutions to both enthuse
students and ensure they aspire to achieve
their personal best. 

“Queensbury has
made me the person
that I am and
provided the best
possible environment
to achieve my full
potential.”

Brandon



Inclusion

These students are supported by our Able
and Talented Co-ordinator who both
tracks and mentors students and works
with subject staff to ensure work in
lessons offers a suitable challenge.
Learning is enhanced by trips and visits to
universities as well as opportunities to
attend master classes, enter competitions
and access visiting speakers.

Able and Talented students are
identified both from assessment data
and by teacher nomination.

Able and Talented
students

Queensbury Academy is proud of being
fully comprehensive in its intake. 

We aim to be a highly inclusive school and to
include all students, whatever their abilities,
individual needs or social and cultural
backgrounds. We actively seek to remove
barriers to learning and participation that can
hinder or exclude individual students or groups
of students, by listening to the student and
working with parents, carers and outside
agencies in partnership. 

All students, regardless of ability, are
encouraged to develop high aspirations and are
well supported by committed and experienced
teaching staff to achieve as highly as they can,
within a relevant and engaging curriculum. 

Students with Special Educational Needs,
whether they have an Education and Health
Care plan or not, are additionally supported by a
team of dedicated, enthusiastic and well-
trained Learning Support Assistants, as well as
by external agencies where appropriate. One-
to-one and small group support is offered, as
well as in-class support, that ensures we meet a
wide variety of needs and that every child can
succeed.

“The teachers at

Queensbury always

go the extra mile to

help us succeed.”

Beth



Rewards and
Sanctions

An electronic behaviour management
system tracks the behaviour of all
students and enables staff to reward
students for their effort and participation
in activities both in and out of the
classroom. 

Students have the opportunity all day,
every day, to earn Q points, through
demonstrating behaviour that underpins
our core values and by attending school
every day. These rewards are celebrated
regularly in year assemblies as well as in
tutor time. 

When there is cause for concern, tutors,
teachers, Heads of Department, and
Heads of Year closely monitor the
student's behaviour, and sanctions such
as detentions and exclusions from class,
along with support, are used to modify
the student's behaviour, as appropriate. If
misbehaviour persists, a student may be
placed on a Pastoral Support Programme,
which is designed to provide further
support from the Academy in order to
improve a student's behaviour for
learning.

At Queensbury Academy, the pastoral care of
our students is managed by tutors and Heads
of Year. In tutor time, students are given the
opportunities to reflect upon their learning and
to develop their character. Support is put in
place for all students to ensure they are happy
and make good progress.

Care, Guidance & 
Support

Queensbury Academy takes its Safeguarding
responsibilities very seriously. All staff are
regularly trained, and strong systems are in
place for students to be referred if there are
any concerns about their well-being. We work
in strong partnerships with parents and
outside agencies to ensure all students are safe
and have the support they need.

Safeguarding



Student
Leadership

Our Student Leaders play an important role in helping to
organise events and representing the student body at
events and in meetings. Students are involved in
interviewing new teachers, representing the school at
external functions and organising charity days and
community events. Older students regularly support
younger students with reading, mentoring and helping
new students to settle and the Academy is proud of the
responsibility they take in the running of the school.

Student leadership is integral to the success of the
Academy

"Queensbury is a

welcoming school

that has helped me

grow in confidence

in all areas of school

life, even the ones I

really struggled

with.” 

Lauren



Partnerships

We communicate with parents in many ways. One key
form of communication is via Edulink – a system whereby
we send e-mails or text messages and an online portal to
receive information about the child's progress. For
parents who do not have internet access we do, of course,
send letters. We provide e-mail addresses of all our
teaching staff so that parents can communicate with
staff. 

At Queensbury, we recognise the importance of
building strong partnerships with parents and carers
in order to ensure that all of our students achieve
their full potential. We believe that the key to
establishing such partnerships is effective
communication.

"Queensbury helped

me build character

and confidence, and

gave me the chance

to meet some lovely

people."

 

Jade

With Parents and Carers



Anthem 
SCHOOLS TRUST

"For providing me with

all of the tools I

needed to succeed, I

will always be grateful

to Queensbury from

both an academic and

personal perspective.”

 
Cameron

Queensbury Academy is proud to be part of 

Today, Anthem serves over 8,000 children and
young people in 16 schools across the East
Midlands, London and Thames Valley.
 
As a multi-academy trust (or MAT), Anthem is
first and foremost a school improvement
organisation, responsible for ensuring that the
public money we receive to run our 11 primary
schools and five secondary schools is used to
drive the best possible outcomes for the
children and young people under their care.

Our work falls into three broad areas of activity:
school improvement, governance and
operations. Within and between each of these
areas, colleagues employed at national level as
part of Trust-wide teams, and at local level in
our schools work together to secure the highest
possible standards in all aspects of school life.

To find out more please visit their website: 
www.anthemtrust.uk

Follow the Trust on Twitter: 
@AnthemTrust


