
  

 

1st November– students   
return to the Academy after 
half term 

1 —12 November—Year 11 
mocks 

15—26 November—Year 13 
mocks 

26th & 29th November—
Academy closed– Training 
days 

9th December—Christmas 
concert 

17th December—last day of 
term. Academy closes to   
students at 12.30pm 

4th January—Academy 
closed—Training day 

5th January—students return 
to the Academy after      
Christmas holidays 

Dates for the diary... 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As we come to the end of the first half term of the year, I wanted to let 
you know how well the students have done. They have obviously     
enjoyed moving around the school site and participating in the many 
clubs that have been on offer - we have had the highest percentage of 
students ever be part of clubs which is great to see. Visitors continue to 
be impressed with how calm and focused the school is. A CEO of a 
local trust spent a day with us looking at the quality of the climate for 
learning around the school where she wrote the following: 
 
"The feeling walking around this school is that it is a happy and        
respectful community. The behaviour and relationships at the schools 
are anchored in the school’s values as expressed in the CARE     
standards. Leaders use these as a touchstone with staff and students 
and they permeate into all aspects of the school’s activities. As a     
result, lessons are overwhelmingly calm and purposeful, and breaks 
and unstructured time are friendly and orderly. Students get on well 
together, and they respect and have confidence in the staff and       
systems at the school" 
 
Linked to these high standards I want to thank you for your support for 
our improvement drive with uniform expectations - it has made a real 
difference as standards have dramatically improved. We want this to 
continue so from the first day back after half term any students not 
wearing an item of uniform that follows the school policy will be        
provided with the correct uniform to address the issue. No students will 
be allowed into lessons not wearing the correct uniform unless they 
have an exemption card for a medical reason.  
 
We know that outstanding institutions are never settled with how they 
do things and are always looking to improve. One way that we are    
doing this this year is by ensuring each staff member (myself included) 
have a coach who sees them teach once a fortnight and then gives 
them advice on something they can improve on. Your children deserve 
nothing but the best which we strive to deliver each day.   
 
I look forward to seeing you in person over the coming months at    
performance and information evenings. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
Mark Little 
Principal 
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Parents evenings 

Please see below the full list of parents evenings for this Academic year. All appointments will be via 
school cloud online between 3pm and 6.30pm: - 

Year 10— 8th December 2021 

Year 11– 5th January 2022 

Year 12—12th January 2022 

Year 9—2nd March 2022 

Year 7—30th March 2022 

Year 8—27th April 2022 

 

Covid  

 

 

 

 

 
  Many thanks in advance 

Thank you for your continued support with Covid-19 home testing.   
We know how important it is for you to be able to send your children to school.  

You should encourage your children to continue testing and report results twice a week, at home,      
throughout the October half-term school holiday and take a test before returning to school on Sunday 31st 
October 2021. All results should be reported, even if your result is negative or void. Please also     report 
the result to Queensbury on this link to keep us informed.  

Please check if your child has received enough test kits to continue testing over the half term break,  
they can get more if needed from the medical room in Central at the end of the day tomorrow.   

You can help them to take the test and report their results. Testing is free of charge. If you do still    re-
quire more home testing kits to continue testing over half term, you can also order more online through 
gov.uk or collect from your local pharmacy.   

By testing your child twice a week over half term, you will help us to reduce transmission of Coronavirus, 
keep children in school and Queensbury Academy open to minimise disruption to your child’s education 
and to you and your household.  

Please contact Kirstie Forder our Academy Medical officer, if you have any questions or concerns about 
home testing.  kforder@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=5%20October%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.queensburyacademy.com/558/announcements/announcement/78/record-student-covid-test-results
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
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 KS3 English 

As we come to the end of the first half term, I felt it an opportune moment to highlight many of the 
exciting things that have been happening over the last 7 weeks in Key Stage 3, and some of what is 
planned moving forward. 
  
Accelerated Reader 
We are continuing with Accelerated Reader for years 7-9 and they are all participating in a Star Test 
during their library lessons. Accelerated Reader is a powerful platform that enables us to improve the 
reading skills of students. Reading is a skill that improves with practice and has an impact across the 
curriculum. By reading and then checking for understanding of the text, it ensures that each student 
reads at a level they can comprehend as well as being challenged to progress. 
  
Group Sets 
 
We have received a few emails asking about ability setting in Key Stage 3. We currently have a one 
top set class in years 8 and 9, all other classes in the year group are mixed ability. We strive in all 
groups to challenge the more able whilst scaffolding our teaching to support the entire class to fulfil 
their potential. 
  
Year 7 
 
Students are currently reading Alice in Wonderland whilst looking at the theme of ‘Growing Up’. The 
class reads together and then are asked questions to test their comprehension and understanding 
ensuring that any gaps are bridged. It is a popular text, and the students are really engaged. 
Homework is set every two weeks and after half term will include spellings. 
  
Year 8 
 
The students are currently reading The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night, a detective novel. This 
text continues to be incredibly popular with the students and they are beginning to look at character 
development intertwined with a writer’s choices. 
  
Year 9 
 
Year 9 have been learning about the power of rhetoric and are studying what it means to be a leader 
through the play ‘Journey’s End’, a text they are reading in class. Their library lessons and homework 
tasks are based around an extended project which will see them write and edit their own piece of 
rhetoric on a topic of their choice. 
  
Library Lessons 
 
Each KS3 year group has a library lesson every two weeks and it is an opportunity to take out a new 
book, return or renew their old ones. They spend a joyous time reading their books at the start of each 
classroom lesson and in the library. It is imperative that every student brings a book into school and 
their library lessons allows them this access. The library is also open every day after school until 4pm. 
It has been marvellous to see the buzz return to the library and hear the students chatting about books 
they’ve read and books they want to reserve. 
  
Extra-curricular clubs 
It has been fabulous to finally be out of year group bubbles and see students move around the school. 
This also allows us to reintroduce afterschool clubs. The following are currently running in the English 
Department. 
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English 

Debate Club 
 
This is after school every Thursday and is run by Mr Mills, who has given the following synopsis. 
  
Over the past 4 weeks in debate club, we have discussed a wide range of subject matters.  
  

Weeks 1 and 2 were more exploratory: In Week 1 we discussed a great many areas which were 
open to alternative viewpoints and those which we could discuss in our future sessions, mostly 
linked to current affairs - whilst discussing these topics we explored the alternative viewpoints 
people might have on these issues and why, topics such as:  
  
The Afghanistan Conflict, influence of religion in society,  cancel culture, mental health, treatment 
of women in society (equality), treatment of LGBTQ+ in society, death penalty, jail/capital 
punishment, Black Lives Matter movement, equal pay for professions and the pay of professional 
athlete's vs doctors etc.  
  
Week 2 we discussed how to structure debates effectively, how to justify arguments using facts/
statistics and other logical/persuasive features, linking to rhetoric.  
  
Week 3 we held our first structured debate on whether Homework should exist in schools, herein 
we discussed some of the positive and negative aspects of homework and how these can 
influence a student's well-being, but also how they can benefit from this practice in the future.  
  
Week 4 we discussed again the role of cancel culture and to what degree a person should be 
held accountable to their actions. Student of note was Ruby L who said that we must separate art 
from the artist.  
  
Week 5 (today) we will debate the relevance of Black History Month - why we celebrate this and 
whether we should celebrate it.  
 
(This seems a topic which should not be debated, but my intention is to suggest whether this 
history should be limited to only one month, as in, is that adequate?)  
  

Book Clubs 
 
The following book clubs are a fantastic opportunity for students to meet, read and discuss their books. 
  
Year 7 – Wednesday week A at lunchtime in the library (students can bring their lunch) 
Year 8 & 9 Wednesday Week B at 3.00 – 3.45 in the library 
  
KS3 Creative writing club 
 
For all budding writers out there whether it be journalism, poetry or novels, this club is a place to learn 
and practice the skills of writing and explore the imagination. It is run by Mrs Butchart Tuesday Week B 
3.15 – 4 in E68 and all students of all abilities are welcome. Budding artists are welcome to try their hand 
at comic stories. 
  
I hope you all have a fabulous half term when it arrives. 

Joanna Butchart 

Head of KS3 English 

EPQ 
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Queensbury Library News  
              

 

It has been so good to have students back in the library this term and to have the library buzzing again 

after it being empty for so long.  Students are busy browsing all of the new books, doing their homework 

on the computers and having fun at Chess Club after school every Thursday. 

All pupils in years 7 and 8 have been given their own waterproof zip wallet.  Unfortunately, there have 

been a number of damaged, wet and sometimes mouldy books that have had to be disposed of. These 

new wallets will stop books becoming damaged and ensure that the library is well stocked for all.  

Students have been informed that any library books that are damaged upon return will need to be paid 

for. 

   Queensbury Book Club  
 

There will be book clubs running for all year groups as follows:    

 

Year 7 – Wednesday – Week A – 1 o’clock in the library. On this occasion students can eat their lunch in 

the library. 

 

Year 8 & 9 - Wednesday - Week B in the library after school from 3.00 - 3.45 pm. 
 
Year 10 – Tuesday – Week B to be held in E63 at lunchtime. 

 
Year 11 – Monday – Week B to be held in E63 at lunchtime. 

  
 

Black History Month 
 
Here is a selection of some of the books from the library to celebrate Black History Month. 
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