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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Students continue to settle well back at the Academy. It is so nice to go into classes and to see how hard 
they are working. It is also nice to see how much they are enjoying the space and time at lunch without 
having to compete against other year groups for playground space and queuing up for lunch.  
 
Last week we had our open evening which was virtual this year as understandably we could not have   
visitors in to see all of the wonderful activities on display. The presentations, tours of the school and    
subject specific information are all on our website 2020Open Evening  Please feel free to have a look and 
share with others. 
 
This month is also Black History Month and as part of this we are introducing a Hero a Day to our students 
as we think it is important we reflect and appreciate the diverse world we live in. Every day in October the 
teachers will show students a quote from a black individual who has influenced the world in some way, 
and they will be our hero for that day. This is something that reflects our CARE values and would be good 
to be discussed at home too. 
 
Also reflected in our values is our focus on Anti Bullying to ensure every child feels safe. More about this 
from Mr Brown later in the newsletter. 
 
Please continue to keep safe and thank you for your continued support. 
 

Mr Mark Little, Principal 

 A message from the Principal   

 
            
 Half term   26th—30th October 2020    
 Training Day   27th November 2020 

                          Training Day  30th November 2020 
     

Key Dates 

 
   

  
It has been brilliant welcoming students back into English lessons in 
the last two weeks. Some reminders for the rest of term: 

• Students in years 7-9 must have a reading book with them as a part of     
their equipment for English. This can be a book from home or one they have borrowed using the click and deliver 
service through the library or visiting the pop-up library at lunch time. Students can find a link to request books 
through the library on Edulink. 

• From this week, English extended learning (homework) will be set via Teams. Students should access their 
work here and upload it when complete before the due date. If a student needs a paper copy, they should speak to 
their English teacher. In addition, in the back of student planners are a collection of English pages aimed to support 
students with their study at home and school.  
 
Students in Y11 will soon resume the presenting of their Speaking and Listening speeches required for their  
Language GCSE. Please encourage students to practice with you at home so they are ready to present in the   
coming weeks. 
Links for support and challenge in English: 
 
 
 
 

 Miss K Gauci 
 Head of English 

English 

KS3  KS4  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/
z3kw2hv  

  
https://app.senecalearning.com/login  

  
https://info.doddlelearn.co.uk/index.html  

  
  

https://app.senecalearning.com/login  

  
https://www.gcsepod.com/  

  
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff  

  
https://quizlet.com/  

https://www.queensburyacademy.com/558/announcements/announcement/43/open-evening-1st-october-2020
https://www.queensburyacademy.com/558/announcements/announcement/43/open-evening-1st-october-2020
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
https://app.senecalearning.com/login
https://info.doddlelearn.co.uk/index.html
https://app.senecalearning.com/login
https://www.gcsepod.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
https://quizlet.com/
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  Attendance message from Mr. Brown – Vice Principal.  

We have had such a positive start to this Academic year in difficult circumstances, but I wanted to celebrate 
success with some fantastic attendance achievements. 

A huge thank you to all parents and students for attending so well and on time with the new look timetable. 

We currently have over 600 students in years 7 – 11 who are 100% attenders this academic year which is    
fantastic!! 

Overall Queensbury Academy attendance is at 93% which is significantly above the UK average of 88%. This is 
testament to the hard work and determination of our students and parents!!! Well done. 

I want to celebrate our top 10 Tutor Groups Attendance at Queensbury: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mrs Cheesewright’s form in Year 9 who are TOP of the Academy with 98.68%!!!! 

Well done to all tutor groups who are all above 96.0% and a big shout out to Year 7 students and tutors who 
have 5 out of the top 10 tutor groups and the whole year group is at 96.56%. 

With half-term fast approaching, may I please remind you that if parents take their children abroad and they 
have to quarantine on return then remote learning will not be provided for those pupils during the 2 week 
quarantine. 

Attendance  

 

Congratulations to the following Y13 students, Kerryn, Bobby and Simon who have achieved outstanding results 
in The London Institute of Banking & Finance Level 3 qualification and have been awarded a scholarship      
towards one of their degree programmes.  

This is a fantastic achievement.  Well done.  

Mrs Hunton  

Business Studies 
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  Everyone Deserves Respect… 

2020 has been a difficult year for us all and it is important that young people feel supported this term. 

It has been a strange year for many of us and it is ok to have mixed feelings about being back in school. Some 
young people may be excited to see their friends again and some may be worried or anxious about what the 
new school year will bring.  

But by coming together, welcoming one another back and reminding everyone of the need for mutual respect 
in our schools and communities, our students have made a flying start. 

To ensure every student and teacher feels welcome we support Anti-Bullying as an Academy. Over the last 
week we have educated our students through supporting a National focus of Anti-Bullying and joining in with 
the Big Anti-Bullying Assembly. 

 

If you would like to view the assembly, please use the link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=X0_1Z0CAZiE&feature=youtu.be&mc_cid=83a73e0de0&mc_eid=5a0b2e6849 

As teachers and students, we have taken the pledge against bullying. 

   

 

Anti-bullying education 

The School ensures that a variety of measures are taken throughout the year to educate pupils about bullying 
and this policy. Pupils are taught that bullying will not be tolerated at the school and how to promote positive 
attitudes through our CARE values, as well as how to share problems and raise concerns. 

If you need to report any concerns to the Academy for further investigation please use the email below: 

bullying@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Anti-bullying 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0_1Z0CAZiE&feature=youtu.be&mc_cid=83a73e0de0&mc_eid=5a0b2e6849
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0_1Z0CAZiE&feature=youtu.be&mc_cid=83a73e0de0&mc_eid=5a0b2e6849
mailto:bullying@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk
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Exams  
Year 11 students have settled in fantastically! There are many students who are worried about the  
effects of COVID and any future restrictions that may happen in the world. We are trying to create less 
panic for the students about situations that are beyond our control. Our advice to Year 11 is to carry 
on like normal. Create their revision timetables and start revising like they normally would have for 
their exam year.   
Please be aware that OFQUAL are making changes to the exams and coursework content for some of 
this year’s GCSE’s. As soon as all exam boards have confirmed the changes we will send out a    
parentmail with information.   

  
Prefects  
During lockdown students applied to be a Year 11 Prefect. We had a range of fantastic applications 
with many ideas. We meet once a fortnight to discuss how they can make a difference to their school 
community. We have a new reward system in place in which they have designed the postcards to be 
sent home. They all now have their prefects tie.   
 
Congratulations to the successful 25 Year 11 students:  
Lily B, Lola C, Rosy C, Georgie G, Ben G, Emily G, Annie H, Valentina K, Millie L, Madeleine M, Freya M, 
Emily M, Jayden M, Archie M, Emily P, Annie-May P, Kieran P, Holly Q, Keira R, Robyn S, Charlotte S, 
Kesha S Cairo W, Carly W and Faiza Z.   
  
Celebrating success  
It was lovely to hear about all the wonderful achievements students completed over lockdown/summer 
holidays. Please email Miss Bolton with achievements that students gain outside of school so we can 
celebrate them. Here are some examples of their achievements.  
  
Kieran P completed the Global Social Leaders course. He set up a Go Fund Me page for Help for     He-
roes and raised over £235 by completing a 10 mile walk over and around the Dunstable Downs.  

  
Valentina K completed the Global Social leaders programme. She was elected chair of the Central Beds 
youth parliament and is now volunteering for Young Healthwatch Central Beds.   
  
Annie-May P took part in Global Social Leaders programme. She raised £165 for ZSL Zoo by running 50 
miles over a month.   
  
Joshua B taught himself how to code websites and automated projects (python, javascript, html, css) 
and is currently attempting to make a website, for use of others and ad revenue.   
 
Charlotte S completed the Global Science Leaders Award. 
 
Joshua A completed the Global Science Leaders Award and the Oxford Wadham College STEM, Arts 
and Humanities competition and won. Miss S Bolton, Head of Year 11  

Year 11 update 

The Bedfordshire Project (in association with Wadham College at the University of Oxford) 
 
This is a programme that some of our Year 10 students embarked on last year.  They completed taster sessions 
in Law, Genetics, History of Art and Psychology.  Due to lockdown, they were unable to complete workshops in 
STEM, Arts and Humanities or the visit to Wadham College.  Instead Causeway Education offered students    
independent sessions and tasks to complete during the school closures.  
106 students across Bedfordshire took part in the programme.  I am pleased to say that four of our students 
completed the suggested independent work, which involved researching an A level subject and submitting their 
presentations to Wadham College.  Out of 12 entries across Bedfordshire, 4 were from Queensbury Academy, 
the most from any school which is excellent to see.  In recognition of their motivation, independence and focus, 
they were rewarded with Amazon vouchers. 
 

The students involved were: Joshua A- Drama, Valentina K- Politics, Kesha S- Psychology, Faiza Z- Psychology.  
Congratulations to all. 
Mrs Sides     


