
  

 

30th May—3rd June 2022– 
Half term holidays 

23rd June– year 7 & 8         
information evening 

27th June—new Year 12       
induction day 

28th June– year 9 & 10         
information evening 

 
29th June– Year 11 Prom  
 

1st July—Platinum Jubilee in 
Lieu day, Academy closed 

5th & 6th July—Year 6       
induction days 

13th & 14th July—Summer 
show 

22nd July 2022– Last day of 
term 

Dates for the diary... 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you to those who completed last term's school survey. 
Your feedback has given us a really good perspective on where 
our strengths and areas to develop are. Communication is      
always a key area we are looking to improve and is an area that 
you have also pointed out as something we need to focus on. 
Over the past two years it has been difficult to get parents into 
the school but we are planning to do this a lot more now. Next 
half term we will be holding an information evening for all parents 
and carers. This will cover information on how you can help your 
child at home with their learning as well as information on the 
high standards of behaviour and work expected. It will also be a 
good opportunity to see how the buildings are improving and to 
meet key staff. The year 7 and 8  evening will be on the 23

rd
 of 

June whilst the year 9 and 10 evening will be on June 28
th
 .    

Further information to follow. 
 
We are also holding a small parent forum to look at how we    
present to parents their child's progress and to get feedback on 
what could be improved. We will be holding these forums once a 
term and each time we will ask for volunteers to attend it. We will 
try to ensure there are different parents each time to get a bigger 
representation. I will then feedback to parents in the end of term 
newsletter the outcomes of the forum each time. 
 
We continue to be excited about the million pound transformation 
of our west building facilities. Please look at the refurbishment 
area on our website, which you will find at the bottom of the 
home page on the following link: - 
 
Welcome to Queensbury Academy  
 
Please enjoy the rest of this newsletter which summarises some 
of the activities that have been going on at the Academy this 
term so far and also provides some other relevant information. 
 
Mark Little 
Principal 
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 English 

Last Wednesday we had the pleasure of hosting the Box Clever performance 
of Macbeth. Year 10s spent the morning watching Macbeth brought to life by 
just three, dynamic and athletic actors. In addition, students were selected to 
play parts including sitting at the banquet table where Banquo’s ghost makes 
his infamous appearance. The behaviour of the students was impeccable, 
and it was a real pleasure to be able to enrich their curriculum with a 
performance of such a high standard. 

  
Good luck to all year 11 and year 13 students currently sitting their exams. 
  
Mrs Butchart. 
 

Careers 

Please join the Academy in congratulating Mrs McLean on her new role as the Academy 
Careers Lead. 

What you need to know about UCAS 
Date: 13th July       Time: 18:00 to 19:00 
For Parents, Carers and Students 
To book: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/323230239347 
  
Please see below the link to a video and information, including an introduction to me/4YP and 
what parents/students can expect from a Careers interview. 
This can help support Gatsby Benchmark 1 where ‘parents should know what to expect in the 
meetings arranged for them throughout the year'. 
 
4YP Introduction Queensbury  

Year 10 Tuesday 12th July is take your child to work day, more information to follow after half 
term  
 

Mrs McLean  

Catering 
 

We are politely requesting that parents keep their child’s sQuid 
dinner money accounts topped up.  
The facility to use an overdraft by the child is there to the value of £5 in case a parent forgets 
to top up one day and the child needs to use the canteen. An email is sent every afternoon to 
those people who owe money.  
This facility is currently being over used and we owe hundreds of pounds to the catering 
company. This impacts on how we can resource learning for the students..  
Can you please ensure your children’s accounts are topped up? If this facility continues to 
build up large debts we may have to remove the credit option and ask students to go to 
reception and ask for a call home before lunch can be provided. We appreciate your help in 
this matter. 
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 Year 10 
 

There will be a letter to year 10 parents soon updating of all key notices  
 

Summer show 

We have our summer showcase in July. The performances will showcase work from all year 
groups from their class work and clubs in dance, drama and music. It will be our Year 13s last 
performance, be sure not to miss it! Tickets will be available via Squid next term.  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

. 

 

 

 

 

Sixth form 
 

Year 13 had a leavers celebration on Friday which was a really enjoyable event.  The GCE 
examinations have started, so we wish Year 13 students the best of luck! 
  
Year 12 had an engaging presentation on Degree Apprenticeships by an external speaker 
recently.  Year 12 are on work experience this week, hopefully gaining valuable employability 
skills.  This kick starts the preparation for post 18, be that university, apprenticeship, gap year 
or employment.  After half term there is a UCAS trip and students will start writing CVs and 
personal statements for the Autumn term applications. 

Queensbury News May 2022 
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Communication  

Academy communication with Parents and Carers  

As an Academy we communicate with parents and carers in a variety 

of ways throughout the year.  

However, there are times when parents and carers may need additional contact with staff and 

we value the opportunity to work in partnership with you, whether that be to share successes or 

address any concerns, in order that every student is supported effectively and achieves 

success.  

On these occasions whilst we welcome communication by telephone, we need to advise that 

most staff have full teaching timetables during the school day, run lunchtime and after school 

clubs, and do not have access to direct lines. Additionally, some staff are part-time and 

therefore not in school every day or may be attending training courses to support their teaching 

role. It is therefore highly likely that a message will need to be left asking the member of staff to 

get back you, and it must be accepted that this may not be on the day you call for the reasons 

stated above.  

Arriving at school – please do not arrive at the Academy without an appointment. This is 

unlikely to enable you to meet with the correct person for your concern. Meeting with parents 

and carers is important to us, but it must be acknowledged that all staff have full timetables and 

are spending the school day prioritising teaching and learning with the students themselves.  

Therefore, if you feel you wish to request a meeting with staff, please contact the school via 

01582601241, to request an appointment in advance so that we can give your concern the 

quality time it deserves and that you meet the appropriate staff.  

Staff may also be contacted by email or letter. If you wish to contact any other member of staff, 

please contact Mrs Jenny Galligan (admin@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk) who will forward your 

email to the appropriate member of staff.  

On receiving communication from parents, the Academy works hard to keep the following 

timescales:  

•Letters will receive either a verbal response within 2 working days, or a written response 

within 10 working days*  

• Telephone contact in relation to concerns will be addressed within two working days*  

• Emails will receive an email response within 2 working days. Emails received in the 

evening, at weekends or during holiday periods will be replied to within two working 

days of receiving them * 

 *for part time staff, two working days may not be the same as two school days  
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Communication (continued) 

Who will deal with my concern? 

Your child’s Form Tutor has oversight of your child’s academic, social, and emotional wellbeing, 

as such they are the first person most communications should go to. If there are ongoing or very 

serious concerns, this may be dealt with by the Head of Year or a Senior member of staff.  

The names of the Heads of Year, for this year, for each year group are below.  

Year 7 -Head of Year- Mr Jones- gjones@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Year 8 -Head of Year- Miss Danaher- gdanaher@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Year 9 -Head of Year- Mr Needham- dneedham@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Year 10 -Head of Year- Miss Bolton- sbolton@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Year 11 -Head of Year- Mr Redding- credding@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Year 12 &13 -Head of Year- Mrs Sides- hsides@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

 

What should my child do if they are worried, upset or unhappy in school? The person who 

oversees your child’s pastoral care is their tutor, so they should make sure they contact them 

and tell them how they feel. This can be done during tutor time, by email or contact in the Tutor 

Teams group. The tutor will support your child with strategies and contact you, as necessary.  

What if I have concerns of a Safeguarding nature? The Academy’s Safeguarding 

procedures are a strength of the school and staff are highly trained and experienced in keeping 

children safe. Queensbury Academy’s Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Rachel Mason 

(rmason@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk) and she is supported by the Deputy Safeguarding Lead, 

Mrs Janette Bright (jbright@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk)*.  

These staff can be contacted direct by their emails, via the Safeguarding email address 
(safeguarding @queensbury.anthemtrust.uk) or choosing the Safeguarding option when 
contacting the school by telephone and they will reply as soon as 
possible. 

Appointments 

If your child has an appointment in the day please ensure they are 
informed before they leave for school. Teachers do not read emails in 
lessons and it not always possible to get a message to a child 
immediately to leave a lesson for an appointment. 

If you are attending school in the day, for any reason, you are unable to drive into the car park. 
If you are disabled and need access please inform the person you are meeting beforehand. 
Please park in East carpark and walk into school for meetings or to collect your child. This is a 
safeguarding matter to ensure children are kept safe in school at all times.  

Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter. 

Queensbury News May 2022 
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Music 

Please see below the Music extra-curricular timetable for the next half term.  On a Monday 
after school, Mrs. Palmer is offering FREE instrumental lessons on the Flute or 
Clarinet.  There are limited spaces available, if your child would like to learn one of these, 
please ask them to see Mrs. Palmer to arrange a trial (instrument will be provided). 
As a department, we offer the following instrumental lessons on Piano, Drum, Guitar and 
Brass (provided by external teachers at a cost). We are looking into providing singing lessons 
for the Autumn term.  If your child is interested in this, please ask them to see either Mr. 
Jackson or Mrs. Palmer.  
  
We are busy preparing for the Summer Showcase in July. If your child would like to perform a 
solo or as a group, please ask them to see a member of the Music Department.  

Start and end times of the day– September 2022 
 
As per Government policy we have had to change our timings from September 2022. Please 

see below the details, starting from September. There are 5 minutes between lessons for 

children to get to their next classroom. 

Years 7, 8, 10                                                     Years 9, 11, 12 & 13 

8.35am Students line up     8.35am Students line up 

8.40am- period 1      8.40am- period 1 

9.45am – period 2      9.45am – period 2 

10.45- 11.10am- Tutor time/ Assembly  10.45- 11.10am- Tutor time/ Assembly 

11.10- 11.30am – break time    11.10- 11.30am – break time 

11.30am- period 3      11.30am- period 3 

12.30- 1pm- Lunch time     12.35pm– period 4 

1.00pm- period 4      1.35pm– 2.05pm Lunch time 

2.05pm- period 5       2.05pm– period 5 

3.05pm- school day ends, clubs can start.  3.05pm- school day ends, clubs can start. 
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Uniform consultation  

Thank you to all the parent/ carers who completed the recent uniform consultation. The results were 
very clear and we have listened to your opinions. We have tried to make the uniform affordable but 
practical, hopefully saving money in the long run. Please see below the full uniform list required from 
September 2022. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us via 
admin@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk   The full list can also be found on our website 

Please note- only those with Best Look listed are to be purchased from Best Look in Dunstable. The rest 
can be purchased from any chain of stores but must be in line with the policy. 

 
PE Kit- Compulsory 

 
 

Blazer Burgundy blazer with school logo is compulsory and must be worn at all 
times. (Best Look) 

V Neck Jumper Grey jumper with burgundy piping (Best Look) 

Tie Burgundy and grey striped ties- in house colours are compulsory. (Best 
Look) 

Trousers Plain black trousers that: are not striped or checked; no denim; cords; chi-
nos; or tracksuit bottoms. Please note that drainpipe or tight-fitting trousers 
are not allowed. Trousers must touch the shoes. 

Skirt Plain black pleated skirt (appropriate length – must be at least knee length 
or below the knee) 

Shirt Short/Long sleeved white shirts – no logo. 

Socks Plain black socks (not allowed over tights) 

Tights Black tights 

Scarves A plain black Hijab is permitted for religious reasons 

Shoes Formal black (leather type that can be polished) shoes/ankle boots (low 
heel and practical) without advertising logos visible. Trainers, boots, can-
vas, and ‘converse’ type footwear are not allowed as part of the main uni-
form. 

Coat Predominately dark coloured, plain and of suitable material for school wear, 
no hoodies. 

Polo shirt Black/house colour polo shirt with logo (Best Look) 

Shirt (Boys on-
ly) 

Maroon/White reversible games shirt – boys only (Best Look) 

Sweatshirt 
(girls only) 

Plain back crew neck sweatshirt – non-branded- girls only 

Shorts/Skort Plain black shorts or black/house colour skort (skort Best Look) 

Socks Black PE football socks 
Plain white ankle socks for indoor/summer term lessons. 

Trainers Trainers with good grip and support are compulsory (no pumps or plimsoles). 

Football Boots All students 

Shinpads All students 
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Uniform consultation (continued)   

PE Kit – Optional 

 
A note from parent/guardian for non-participants (injury/illness), longer term issues require 

medical evidence. If a student has asthma or other conditions affected by exercise, inhalers/

medication should be bought to every PE lesson. Long hair must be tied back, and all piercings/

jewellery must be removed for PE lessons. Please consider this when getting your child’s ears 

pierced. 

Students must always wear the normal uniform of the school (including on the way to and from school) 

Additional uniform and appearance requirements:  

• Extreme dress is not permitted at any time including visible coloured undergarments.  

• Non-uniform hoodies, sweatshirts or jumpers are not allowed in school, they must not be worn instead of 

a coat or for PE, if seen these will be confiscated.  

• Coats are not permitted to be worn inside classrooms. Gloves are permitted outside only.  

• Any facial piercings (including, but not limited to, tongue studs, eyebrow, nose, and lip) are not allowed 

at school. Students will be required to remove the facial jewellery. Refusal to remove jewellery may result 

in internal exclusion.  

• Any extreme hairstyles are not appropriate for school and students will be asked to modify that hairstyle. 

Examples include mohawks, words or symbols shaved into the side of the student’s head, grade tracks 

and extreme unnatural hair colours which are not in keeping with an educational establishment. No 

student should have their hair shaven any shorter than a grade 1. This also includes any shaving into 

eyebrows.  

• One small plain stud in each ear only. One wristwatch (conventional, non-multi-media only) can be worn 

(the school cannot accept responsibility for any watches or jewellery worn or brought into school). Please 

make sure all other jewellery is left at home. Larger stud, spiked, hooped or expander-hole earrings are 

not allowed. Additional or prohibited jewellery will be confiscated.  

• Plain black suit-style belts are permitted but no logos or branding are allowed.  

• Make-up must be subtle and understated. If make up is too heavy students will have to remove it.  

• No fake eyelashes, lipstick, or nail varnish/nail extensions (e.g., gels, acrylic nails). If students wear 

these, they will be asked to remove non-uniform items immediately.  

• Any request to modify the school uniform in order to comply with reasonable adjustments due to the 

Equalities Act or for religious reasons must be made in writing to the principal beforehand 

Gum Shield Gum shields are highly recommended for Rugby 
and Hockey 

Jogging Bottoms/Sports Leggings Plain black tracksuit bottoms or 
Sports leggings (must be lycra, not cotton, no 
opaque or mesh material sections, no stripes, or 
other designs) 

Water Bottles Students are encouraged to bring a full water 
bottle to PE lessons. 

Sunscreen Students are encouraged to bring sunscreen in 
the summer 
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Library 
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The teenage guide to 
building resilience for 
challenging times.

Includes a section on making 
friends, keeping friendships 
strong, and what happens 
when they break down - as 
well as a look at online 
friendships, cyber-bullying, 
toxic friendships and 
frenemies, and empathy.

There are books to help and guide you to ‘Express Yourself’ in the 
Queensbury Library.

Remember you are 
not on your own 
there is always 
someone to talk to 
and help you in this 
situation.

Covering everything from 
friendships, social media and 
bullying to divorce, depression 
and eating disorders..
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Library continued 
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Tik Tok 
Recommends

Find a copy in 
your library.
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