
  

 

20 & 21 July– Sports Day in 
school, parents unable to 
attend due to covid 

21 July—Yr 9 careers event 
in school 

22nd July - Last day of term. 
Children will leave at the 
start of their lunch break 

10th August- A Level results 
day 

12th August– GSCE results 
day 

1st & 2nd September 2021 - 
Training day. School closed 
to students 

Friday 3rd September - A  
letter will be sent before the 
end of term giving full details 
of timings 

Dates for the diary... 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Since I last wrote to you our wonderful Year 11 and 13 students 
have finished their final assessments and have started on the next 
part of their educational journey equipped with our CARE values 
that have taught them that working hard and being kind will stand 
them in good stead for the future. It has been outstanding to see 
that over 100 of our outgoing Year 11 students attend our 6th form 
induction and are looking to stay on with us for another two years 
which I think is testament to the support they have received during a 
challenging last two years. We look forward to continuing that    
support and guidance so they achieve outstanding A level results 
which will be a fitting end to their 7 years here. We also look forward 
to keeping in touch with our outgoing Year 13s through our alumni 
(click here for details alumni)  We often invite students back to the 
academy to inspire students with what they have achieved since 
they have got their grounding at the Academy - it is important to us 
that when students leave they know they will always be part of the 
Queensbury family. 
 
So from the past to the present and future. We have be planning 
how the Academy will look in September as we aim to get back to a 
more 'normal' approach to teaching and learning at Queensbury. 
The structure of the day will look different to this year. All students 
will arrive at 8.45am and go straight into period 1 for 8.50am. There 
will be both a break and a lunchtime  - both will be staggered. This 
is to make sure lunch queues are not too long and that students 
have enough space to socialise. Tutor time will be either before or 
straight after breaktime, depending on the year group. There will be 
five 1 hour lessons in the day which will finish at 3pm. Clubs and 
any extra intervention classes will then be after school till 4pm.     
Encouraging students to take up a club will be a key focus next 
year. 
 
High standards of behaviour and uniform will be expected and 
checked up on. We will also look for opportunities to catch students 
going beyond these expectations by giving out Q points, postcards 
and commendation certificates. Queensbury students do have 
many talents and it is important we all recognise these and nurture 
them through their time here so when they do leave and are part of 
our alumni, they can come back and share their successes with 
generations of the Queensbury family to come. 
 
Mark Little 
Principal 

Issue 09 July 2021 

A message from the Principal 

https://www.queensburyacademy.com/793/alumni
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School uniform 

Following our consultation on school uniform, the school skirts will not be 

changing for September 2021. The change will be actioned for September 

2022.  

From September 2021 your child’s skirt MUST be knee length, Uniform can be purchased from Best 

Look in Dunstable. 

Over the past unprecedented year we are proud of the fact that we have been able to broadly maintain 

our standards in terms of uniform and student presentation. We have, of course, done this in the         

understanding that many parents were having to battle with exceptionally difficult family circumstances; 

many lost jobs, were furloughed or were dealing with illness and bereavement. At times replacing items 

that were worn out or had been grown out of was impossible as our uniform supplier was closed. The 

new academic year however brings the promise of a more normal set of circumstances and therefore we 

wish to re-establish our previous high standards and indeed improve on them as there have been some     

elements that we have not been happy with. Some of the girls' skirts have been too short and some    

students continue to wear trainers to school. September will bring a much firmer line being held with 

these and other elements of dress and presentation. Please do read the 'Queensbury Academy- Uniform

- list and expectations' which is attached to this parentmail and is available on the website in order to   

ensure that your child is fully compliant with expectations which will need to be strictly adhered to in      

September. Your full support with this is greatly appreciated.  

Parking 

You are politely reminded to not park in front of the school gates, at either entrance, when collecting or 

dropping off your children. This is causing a lot of   congestion outside school and making it dangerous 

for staff and pupils arriving or leaving the premises. There are designated drop off points in the East car 

park or in adjoining roads where the children can walk to school a short distance. We appreciate your   

co-operation in this matter . 

Calls 

Unfortunately we are receiving complaints from parents who call the school to talk to a teacher and are 

expecting a call back within a few hours. These staff members have a full timetable of teaching and it is 

not possible to call back a parent immediately. If you call the school asking to speak to a member of staff 

please expect a call back within 24-48 hours. Alternatively please email                                                

admin@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Term dates 

Please note the changes to our term dates for 2021 / 2022: - 

The original planned PLP day on the 5th November is now a normal school day. Children are expected 

to attend school.  

The training day has been moved to January 4th 2022. Children will now return to school on Wednesday 

5th January after the Christmas holidays. 

Due to schools being given an extra day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee we will now have a Bank    

Holiday on Friday 1st July. School will be closed on this day.   All dates can be found on our website. 
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Year 11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 28
th
 May we celebrated our wonderful Year 11 students. Their leavers event was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all. The pizza and ice cream were delicious. The inflatables provided us with great 

entertainment with the races, pole joust and a human wackamole! The football and rounders allowed 

our sporting stars to show off. A range of Awards were distributed from student and staff nominations. 

The students (and staff) loved our DJ and we danced in the rain all afternoon. It truly was a special day 

for them. We are already missing them. We look forward to seeing those returning to us in the sixth 

form and wish them all the best of luck in their bright future. 

Miss Bolton- Head of Year 11 

 

Music news 
 

Instrumental/vocal lessons 

We are currently filling our spaces to learn an instrument or to have vocal lessons. Currently we have 

spaces for guitar, vocal and drum lessons.  

Other instruments are available, but we need sufficient student numbers for these lessons to run. 

Please let me know if your son/daughter has an instrument in mind and I will see if it is viable.  

Please email me your interest and I will arrange these lessons for you – remember spaces are filling 

up quick for the new term so do not delay.  

In other news:  

Music clubs will resume in September – Choir and band, plus some other exciting groups! Wait for 

announcements in the new term or ask a member of the music department for more information. 

School show announcement due very soon……………………………watch this space!  

 A. Jackson (Head of Music)  ajackson@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk  

 

Queensbury News July 2021 
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English 

English In Action 

In May, a group of Year 10 students were invited to a virtual event exploring GCSE English Language 
and Literature. 
The morning begun with English teacher, author and public speaker Jennifer Webb exploring creative 
writing. Students were shown examples of ambitious writing, given tips and tricks to improve their writing 
skills and had a chance to create their own descriptive piece. The morning continued with English 
consultant and lead examiner Graham Elsdon who walked the students through a non-fiction exam 
paper, discussed key points to note and exploring non-fiction texts from different time periods. 
The afternoon focused on English Literature and started with author, playwright and poet Owen Sheers 
who read some of his poetry as well as sharing advice on analysing poetry and exploring language. The 
day came to an end with a high energy performance by award winning poet John Agard who read some 
of his original poetry and explored meanings behind words. Agard finished the day by reading his poem 
from the AQA poetry anthology and explaining the context behind this. 
The day saw lots of myths being busted, questions being answered, and skills being shared. Some 
technical issues meant the day slightly overran but students were so engaged they chose to stay behind 
and not miss a thing. 

Book recommendations – Summer 2021 

Key Stage 3 

Minders by Diana Hendry 

Scully is a trainee wizard. His dad's a wizard and his mum can see into the future. 

When Scully is given a Minder called Monika to watch over him, he soon finds himself 

at the centre of a perilous adventure in which the future of magic itself is at stake. A 

great choice for non-confident readers. 

 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 3/4 by Sue Townsend 

The diary begins when Adrian is age 13 ¾ and ends with Adrian's fifteenth birthday. 

During the course of this year and a quarter, Adrian falls in love, suffers through his 

parents' marital problems, and pursues his ambition to be an intellectual and a writer. 

Follow Adrian as he grows up. 

 

Across the Barricades by Joan Lingard 

Kevin and Sadie live in Belfast, and the two of them being seen together isn’t an 

option.  Kevin and Sadie just want to be together, but it's not that simple. Things are 

bad in Belfast. Soldiers walk the streets, and the city is divided. No Catholic boy and 

Protestant girl can go out together - not without dangerous consequences. A gritty 

story of religious divide and distrust. 

 

A Rag, a Bone and a Hank of Hair by Nicholas Fisk 
Set in the future when the birth rate has dropped after a nuclear disaster, the human 
race has started recycling people. 12-year-old Brin observes a family of ‘reborn’ people 
who originally lived during WW2. This book has a stunning and unexpected ending 
and is ideal for fans of The Hunger Games and The Maze Runner. A more challenging 
book for confident readers. 

 

Queensbury News July 2021 
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English (continued) 

Key Stage 4– book recommendations (contd) 

Every Day by David Levithan 

Every Day is a wise, wildly unique love story about A, a teen who wakes up every 

morning in a different body, living a different life. Every day a different body. Every 

day a different life. Every day in love with the same girl. This thought-provoking 

story follows a 16-year-old boy who knows not to change things or get too involved 

until one girl changes everything. 

Grow by Luke Palmer 

Fifteen-year-old Josh is struggling to cope with his father’s recent death at the hands 

of terrorists when he is targeted by a white supremacist group and its violent leader. 

Will he find the strength to resist, and can his unlikely friendship with Dana help him 

plant something good in the space grief has left inside him? 

 

A Rag, a Bone and a Hank of Hair by Nicholas Fisk 

Set in the future when the birth rate has dropped after a nuclear disaster, the human 

race has started recycling people. 12-year-old Brin observes a family of ‘reborn’ 

people who originally lived during WW2. This book has a stunning and unexpected 

ending and is ideal for fans of The Hunger Games and The Maze Runner. A more 

challenging book for confident readers. 

 

The Wasp Factory by Iain Banks 

Frank Cauldhame lives with his father on a small island in rural Scotland, and he 
has not seen his mother in many years. There is no official record of his birth, 
meaning his existence is largely unknown. Frank occupies his time with rituals, 
building dams, and maintaining an array of weapons for killing small animals around 
the island. He takes long walks to patrol the island and occasionally gets drunk with 
his only friend, a dwarf. He thinks killing various family members was just a stage he 
was going through. A brilliantly written horror story with strong themes and an 
unforgettable twist. 

Reading at Queensbury 

As you will be aware students at Queensbury read… a lot! Over the last term we have been introducing 
the students to Accelerated Reader as a way of supporting them in their reading habits. Thanks to the 
brilliant work of our Librarian, Ms Unwin, Y7 and Y8 have been able to use the bubble libraries to borrow, 
read and quiz. We are delighted to share that Y7 have already read well over 13 million words this term 
and Y8 an astonishingly impressive 21 million. Huge well done to all our students for embracing reading 
and to our fantastic English and Maths staff who have been so supportive in encouraging these fantastic 
reading habits.   

Special mention must go to 8S2 who are currently leading the Y8 leader board with over 7 million words, 
as well as our first Word Millionaires: Attallah A, Danica P and Kelvin A in Y8. A fantastic well done must 
also go to Nabeel T who is a double millionaire this term alone.  

We look forward to celebrating more success next year, and students should remember that they are 

welcome to borrow books and quiz over the summer.    

Queensbury News July 2021 
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Law 

Absolutely delighted to share the news that two of our amazing A Level Law students were granted 
work experience opportunities through the Bar Council’s Bar Placement Scheme. This is an 
extremely competitive process, which will allow them to experience a 
week long work experience placement in Barrister’s Chambers to really 
see what practising the Law is all about. Congratulations!  

 

Geography– GCSE information 

We study the Edxecel A GCSE course. There are revision guides available to buy through 
Parentmail for £2.20 
 
If you have chosen to study Geography at GCSE starting in September 2021, we will be studying 
the Edexcel B course. 
 
 
 
 

STEM  

Year 7 Drop Everything and Calculate 

Year 7 have been enjoying taking part in the Drop Everything and Calculate initiative this term. Well 
done to all the students that have handed in completed cards for doing the calculation challenges 
and congratulations to all those that have won the chocolates. This will continue next year into Year 
8 with a lot more prizes to be won. 

 

Robotics Club 

We have been lucky enough to gain our very own VEX IQ robot, and so from next year we will be 

running a robotics club open to all years run by Mrs Ferguson Aleman and Mr Caffrey.  Students will 

learn how to code and program the robot to perform challenging tasks, hopefully leading to entry 

into a national VEX Robotics competition.  Further details will be available in the Autumn term – 

exciting times! 

 

Horticulture Club 

We are planning on starting a horticulture club open to all years.  The aim is to introduce our 
students to horticulture in a non-classroom based setting and explore careers in landscape 
gardening, groundskeeping, floristry and sustainable living. We will propagate and grow our own 
plants and food and produce gift baskets and Christmas decorations as well as help beautify the 
grounds. We would be very grateful for any donations of unwanted gardening equipment, packets of 
seeds, bulbs and plastic pots.  Please email FFerguson-Aleman@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk if you 
are able to donate any items. 

Queensbury News July 2021 
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Computer Science Club 
 
Year 7 
In class, year 7s are working on miro:bit and 
micro:bit robots. We plan to have some challenges 
to show the best programming skills and fastest 
robots. Good luck year 7. 
 
Year 8 
 
A club where you can make a game to create awareness on identity theft 

When: Tuesdays 14:45 – 15:45 

Where: E69 

We are currently running a computer science club for year 8 children, as above. 

The club is for those students in year 8, who are keen to develop their programming skills. They can 
really get involved in a full project to create a game. There are competitions and prizes available. 
Students have been very creative. 
 
Year 9 
We hope to also start a Computer Science club for year 9s in the coming weeks. This could involve 
programming games, building computers, controlling robots etc. The exact details will be down to the 
individual students. Can interested students please register their interest with their computer science 
teacher? It should be fun. 
 
 

The Dark Web       

Please see below a briefing by the Children’s Society in relation to the Dark 
Web: 
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-12/What-Is-The-
Dark-Web.pdf 
 

 

Head of Year from September 

 
There are some changes to Heads of Year in September.  
 
Year 7- Mr Jones will be Head of our new Year 7s. He will continue to be Head of Year 7 each year.  
Year 8– the new Head of Year will be Miss Danaher who is a fantastic addition to the team.  
Year 9- Mr Needham will be Head of Year 9 going up with his current year group. A massive thank 
you to Mrs Butchart who has done so much for this year group. Fortunately she will still be teaching 
some wonderful English lessons at the school. 
Year 10- Miss Bolton will be Head of Year 10. Miss Bolton has been brilliant with our outgoing Year 
11s who have done extremely well.  
Year 11- Mr Dumpleton will continue with his current year group into Year 11.  
 
Tutor time will be back and your child's tutor should always be the first point of contact.  

Queensbury News July 2021 
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The Wadham Project 
(in association with the University of Oxford) 
 
This is a programme that a few Year 10 students embarked on this year.  They 
completed online taster sessions in Law, History of Art and Genetics.  Due to     
lockdown, they were unable to complete workshops in person, but students were 
given independent sessions and tasks to complete.  
I am pleased to say that one of our students completed the STEM/ Art/Humanities video competition, 
which involved independently researching and submitting their Psychology presentation to Wadham 
College.  In recognition of her motivation, independence and focus, Amelia was rewarded with an     
Amazon voucher. 
Congratulations. 
 
 

Year 9 European Championships 
 
Year 9 tutor groups have been taking part in their own version of the European Championships. The first 
game took place on the 18th June,  in the torrential rain with Mr Jackson’s form beating Ms Robson’s 
form  2-1. The second game was after school with Miss Bacon’s form plays Mrs Evans’. A massive 
thank you to Mr Palfrey for organising such a fabulous event and for refereeing.  
The final has been postponed and will take place as soon as possible. 
  
 

Teachers emails 
 
If you need to send an email to a specific teacher please email                        
admin@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk and this will be forwarded to them. 
If you would like to send an email to the Governors please email 
clerk@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk  
 
 

Attendance 
 
Reporting absence and appointments must be done by calling 01582601241 option 1 or via Edulink. All 
other email addresses may not be checked in time.  Absence must be reported daily by 9am.  
If your child is leaving school for an appointment it must be supported by medical evidence or an       
appointment card. This will need to be uploaded to Edulink. The pupil must be collected and signed out 
by a parent or we will need to be informed where they are being collected or if they have permission to 
walk.  
If you cannot access your Edulink please email Nibrown@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk for a password 
reset 
 
During the last week the Academy has seen a rise in positive covid cases and understandably parents 
and students can feel concerned. As an Academy we have followed the guidelines set out by the DFE in  
relation to isolation and then setting remote work. This guidance is clear that we should only provide  
remote learning for students shielding or isolating ( X coded). 
Surge testing from Public Health England on site this week has mitigated the risk to our staff and       
students. If a student is not isolating then they are expected to be in school as usual. 
 
We understand this is a challenging time for everyone, but that we have to work within the guidance set, 
and hope that September will be easier now we know the bubbles and isolation rules will be changing. 
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The results are in and the winners from our recent competitions are as follows: -  

  The Results 

           Oliwier M - Year 8 - Sugar 

         Julia C - Year 7- Ennis   

       Daniel B- Year 7- Ennis   

    Jakub G – Year 8 - Rowling    
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Create an original character (does not have to be human). The Results- 

       

Milana K- Year 9- Hawking 

My characters name is Azrael, although he character is non-binary, they like to the use the boy name 

they were given at birth which in Hebrew means 'angel of God.' I got the inspiration for this character 

from the amount of tiktoks I have been watching, there are a lot of talented people on the internet that 

like to dress up as elves and I thought it was really cool. My character is a woodland elf but they also 

have a horn with mythical and quite very magical powers, so she is an interesting breed of an elf mixed 

with a unicorn. 

   

Julia C- Year 7- Ennis      

Their name is Alithoki, Lith for short. We see them in an old photo here, as they are about 1210 in human 

years, but in their species, Jayuis, they are only 19. They are part of the Spiked sub species, and are 

special because they can partially shapeshift. They are also genderfluid. They are an outcast from their 

Jayuis tribe, because they were found being friends with other species (this is an outrageous thing to do 

for them, it can get you killed). They can inject venom into others through their claws, and paralyze any-

one for long periods of time using their tail.   
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Livia M- Year 7- Sugar             

It is the Adult Male Crocadillaspine, the inspiration was of reading a book of facts and finding a sail fish 

and a crocodile page, my first resort was to make a version of the sail fish but that went wrong and 

turned into the Crocadillaspine. 

   

Kaycie M- Year 8- Sugar 

Lydia Jackson 

   

 

It is great to see the children taking part in and enjoying these house competitions. All new competitions 
are on Edulink, we cannot wait to see the children’s entries. 
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Covid testing 

Please remember to continue using your lateral flow tests twice weekly, we recommend Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings. The results must be logged on NHS test and trace website and on our website- 

COVID Home Test Results - Pupils (office.com) . We appreciate your co-operation in helping to 
keep our community safe.  

Queensbury News July 2021 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pGcNtDFve0GB0B6WvxpVXMFJVQQqqqZPm5vqRu0BgNpUODJGREFVVFZRWUxXRTVBM0xOWFUwTlQ3Si4u

