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Why study A Level Business?

With a focus on helping you to become a good decision maker, you’ll 
learn essential managerial skills, alongside techniques to help you 
become an analytical problem solver. These skills are all highly sought 
after and valued in a wide range of careers.

Take a look at the alumni boards around school.  Many of these 
students studied Business (or one of its related subjects) at A Level and 
University and are now using the knowledge and skills gained in their 
careers.



Further study and career opportunities 

If you’d like to study business, finance or management at university, or 
undertake a degree apprenticeship, A-level Business provides an 
excellent foundation. The skills you learn are transferable across a 
broad range of subjects and careers. Whatever you choose to do in the 
future, you’ll find that the things you learn in this course will help. For 
example, you’ll probably work with lots of different people, so 
knowledge of motivational theory will help you to work well with 
others and help them achieve their potential. You might have 
ambitious plans to start your own business. If that’s the case, you’ll find 
the marketing and finance topics particularly useful.



AQA Content

Year 12 
• An introduction to key business areas: marketing, operations, finance and 

human resource management. This includes a special focus on decision 
making – particularly how decisions made in one area can affect the rest of 
the business. 

• Topic 1 – What is business? 
• Topic 2 – Managers, leadership and decision making 
• Topic 3 – Decision making to improve marketing performance 
• Topic 4 – Decision making to improve operational performance 
• Topic 5 – Decision making to improve financial performance 
• Topic 6 – Decision making to improve human resource performance



Year 13 

• An investigation of the strategic decisions that all businesses have to 
make. 

• Topic 7 – Analysing the strategic position of a business 

• Topic 8 – Choosing the strategic direction 

• Topic 9 – Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies 

• Topic 10 – Managing strategic change 



AQA Assessment 

A-level assessment consists of three x 2 hour written exams taken at 
the end of the two-year course. Each exam will be worth a third of the 
A-level. All three papers will draw on material from the whole course, 
and will feature a range of question styles including multiple choice 
questions, short answer questions, essay questions, data response 
questions and case studies.



Please note…

We may change to Edexcel A level Business.  The content for which is 
similar, but there are slight differences to the assessment methods.  
The final decision is being made this term and you will be informed of 
the change in September.

The content is taught around 4 Themes.

There are 3x 2 hour written examinations at the end of the course 
focussed on these Themes, with paper 3 being synoptic.



Expectations

At Sixth Form, it is expected that students take a more pro-active 
approach to their studies and develop independent learning skills. In 
Business, due to its ever changing nature, it is important to foster a 
mature approach to your learning and take all opportunities to learn. 
Part of this is taking responsibility for your progress and using your 
independent study time to consolidate your knowledge and exam 
technique.  If you feel you require any help and/or guidance with your 
work, please speak to your teacher.



In short…

Conduct and behaviour as in all lessons, this should be appropriate to 
enable learning to take place.
Folder and notes are to be brought to every lesson. 
Attendance and punctuality is important. 
If you are absent from a lesson, it is your responsibility to catch up on 
the missed work. 
Deadlines must be met.

Failure to meet any of these expectations to a satisfactory standard 
will result in consequences.



Resources for Transition

Course Guide

Support Pack

Preparing for A Level Compulsory and Optional Tasks



Intro Activity- What do different organisations do?

Working in pairs or threes only, choose any 2 
businesses from-

• Tesco

• Whipsnade Zoo

• Barclays

• Virgin Atlantic

• Amazon

• McDonalds

• Holiday Inn

• TUI

For your chosen businesses, discuss the 
following-

• What do they do? And how do they do it?

• Who are their customers?

• Are they a national or global business?

• Who do they compete with?

• How many people do they employ? What 
types of jobs do they do?

• What do you think makes the business 
successful? How do you know?

• If you could change one thing about the 
business what would it be and why?



Feedback 
What do different organisations do?



Who does business impact on?

In your pairs/groups, make a list of all the individuals/groups that are 
interested in businesses and what they do.



Feedback- Who does business impact on?



Feedback- Who does business impact on?

These individuals and groups are called stakeholders.

A stakeholder is anyone, inside and outside the business that has an 
interest in how it operates.  

It does not have to be a financial interest.



Extension/Independent Study Activity

What is going on in the business news at present?

Choose a story-

What is it about?

Do you think it will have a positive or negative outcome and why?

Be prepared to feedback



Transition and Summer Work

Task 1- Entrepreneur

• Undertake some research on an entrepreneur that you admire.  You need 
to provide the following information-

• Name, age, place of birth

• Business name/s and the industry/industries that they are known for

• What skills do you feel they have displayed that have helped them to be 
successful?  E.g. risk taker, innovative thinking, perseverance, management 
skills?

• Write a brief biography of the entrepreneur including how they have used 
their skills. This will help you to justify your choices for (3) above.



Transition and Summer Work

Task 2- In the News
• Use either a newspaper, news website or the BBC News Website Business 

section
• Select a business news story. Read and summarise the key points in no 

more than 10 lines.
• Explain which stakeholders (people who have an interest in the business) 

the story is impacting on and how it is impacting on them. E.g. is it a 
positive or negative impact?

• Explain whether you think the story will have a short or long-term impact 
on the business and what you think this will be.

• Explain what you think will happen next and why.
• Repeat for another article.



What else can I do to prepare?

Keep listening to the news

Read through the support pack and complete some of the tasks

If you have studied Business before  what concepts can you remember?  
How confident were you with these in Y11?



Have a great summer!


