
 

Welcome 
to the 

English 
Department 

at Queensbury 
Academy 

In this guide, you will gain a sense of what English 
might be like for you at your new school. There are 
some activities for you to complete and some reading 
to help you take your next steps. 
 
To share what you have been up to, you can tag us 
on Twitter and bring this booklet into your first 
English lesson at Queensbury: 

 
@english_qb 
@QueensburyAcad 
 

 



 

Introductions and Welcome 

The English teachers at Queensbury are very excited about your arrival and we can’t wait to welcome 
you into our Queensbury Community. Here are our wonderful team of English teachers next to their 

favourite books. Perhaps you could ask them about these books when you arrive! 
 

Miss Gauci Mrs Joliffe  Mrs Laurent 

 

Mrs Kelly-Reid  Miss Hart 

  

Mrs Tate 

 
 

Mrs Butchart 

 
 

Mrs Soliven 

  

Mr McGroary 

 
 

Ms Woodward 

 
 

Mr Newman 
 
 

 

Mrs Capp 

 
 

 

 



 

What to expect in an English Lesson 

Our teachers love teaching English. Our aims for Year 
7 English are: 

• To develop your love of reading and writing in 
English 

• To expose you to a wide range of texts 
including modern and classic texts, plays and 
poetry 

• To develop your responses to texts that you 
read by thinking about decisions made by the 
writer 

• To progress with your creative and persuasive 
writing skills through planning, editing and 
proof-reading 

• To build upon your knowledge of spelling, 
grammar and vocabulary 

• To practice speaking confidently and 
presenting your ideas verbally 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A typical English lesson at Queensbury 
1. Line up outside the classroom and wait 

for your teacher to welcome you in 
2. Get out pencil 

cases and 
reading book 
and read 
independently 
for 10 minutes 

3. Complete a 
starter activity 
which might be 
checking on 
what you remember from the last lesson 
or introducing something new 

4. The teacher will give some instructions 
or knowledge that you will need to listen 
carefully to 

5. There will be some time for independent 
work based on the aim for the lesson 

6. To end, you will reflect and recall your 
learning 

 
You will also have some lessons in the library. 
During these lessons, you will have the 
opportunity to: 

• browse our collection 

• develop your reading skills  

• discuss your reading with others 

• borrow, return and renew books 

What to bring 

• Reading book of your choice 

• Pen, pencil, ruler, rubber  

• Optional – highlighter, glue stick, scissors 
 

And of course - positivity and enthusiasm! 

Getting involved in English Home Learning 

If you are a lover of all things English, well good news! 
We have some exciting clubs for you to get involved 
in. You can ask your English teacher for more 
information on any of the below opportunities: 

• Junior Book Group: We follow important book 
awards, enter competitions, have regular book 
discussions, write reviews and much more 

• English Club: A place where you can come for 
extra support with your English homework  

• Reading challenges and competitions: 
Throughout the year, the English department 
and school Library run several reading 
challenges and writing competitions that you 
can get involved in 

• English Newsletter: Got something to say or a 
piece of work you are proud of? It might just 
make it into the English Newsletter! 

We think that the learning of English does not 
stop at the end of your English lessons. This 
means, you will be asked to complete some 
home learning to help solidify your knowledge 
from lessons and support your next steps. We 
expect you to be reading at home each day for 
at least 20 minutes and 
complete the tasks set 
out by your teacher. 

Above are book baking 

competition entries 

produced by students for 

our World Book Day 

celebrations. 



 

 

Your experience with English 
In the space below, we would love to hear a little about what you have been learnt this year in English. 
You could write about:  

• What lessons stood out to you 

• Which lessons you enjoyed the most and why 

• What will you miss about Year 6 English and what are you looking forward to learning in Year 7 

• What books have you read that you have loved 

• Do you have an area of English you would like to work on in Year 7 

• Anything else you think might be relevant. 
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Books and Reading 
Reading for learning and pleasure makes up a large part of your study in English in year 7. As a result, we want to 
make sure you continue with your reading over the summer break, so you are ready for your next steps when you 
reach us. Your task is to read as much as possible! Take a look at the reading recommendations below. Perhaps 
you have read some of these already – give them a rating if you have! Record your reading in the space on the 
next page and you could tweet us with a small review at @english_qb each time you have finished a book. 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Draft your twitter book review here before posting (if you like!) You could mention what you liked, 

how it was to read, who you would recommend it to. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

What I’m reading… Page & 

Date 

Page & 

Date 

Page & 

Date 

Page & 

Date 

Page & 

Date 
     

 

     
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 



 

Surviving Year 7 – An Open Letter 
 
Dear Future Year 7 student, 
 
Moving into high school is a big change and like most things, it isn’t going to be easy. You may be 
worried, scared, excited or you could feel lots of different emotions. This is completely normal and 
everyone who is moving into year seven with you will feel the same. But with the help of Queensbury 
staff, students and your friends, you will settle in pretty quickly! There are lots of different subjects at 
Queensbury and lots of new ones that you probably weren’t taught in primary school, so there is 
definitely something for everyone! My favourite subject is English and I am going to talk about why I like 
English so much. 
 
First of all, one of my favourite parts about English is reading. With a massive library and loads of books, 
Queensbury is somewhere you will be sure to find a good book. At the beginning of every English lesson, 
everyone gets out their books and reads. Personally, I always look forward to my English lessons when I 
can read more of my current book. Reading isn’t for everyone, but for me it puts you in someone else’s 
shoes and helps you to forget anything outside the classroom. 
 
My second favourite thing about English is the teachers. They are very supportive and encourage us to 
push ourselves. I always love coming into class every day to see my teacher smiling and happy, because 
that makes me want to try my best, even if it’s tough! 
 
Finally, another positive about English is the work in the classroom and the homework. I know some of 
you might think that homework is boring and can sometimes be hard without our teachers there to help 
us, but in English, the work is always fun and creative! I really enjoy doing my English homework as it is 
always really fun. One of my favourite pieces of work from being in year 7 is when we had to design a 
gothic castle! The work inside the classroom is always fun too and there are different ways to push 
ourselves depending on our abilities. 
 
So, going into year seven isn’t as hard as you think, and with supportive teachers and fun subjects I’m 
sure that you will be just fine! 
 
Ava Harley 
 
Current year 7 student 
 
 

Thanks for this, Ava! If you have anything to say in reply, why not make some notes in the space 
below. Maybe you have some questions that you can ask a buddy (an older student who helps with the 
new year 7 students in the first few weeks) when you arrive. 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 

Key English Terms and Vocabulary for moving into Year 7 

Literary Devices Definition 

Simile Compares two or more things, usually using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ 

Sibilance Repetition of ‘s’ sounds within a sentence 

Metaphor Compares different things by saying one thing is another 

Personification Giving human qualities to animals or objects 

Pathetic Fallacy A type of personification where emotions are given to a setting,  

an object or the weather 

Onomatopoeia Words that reflect the noise they mean.  E.G. boom, crash, bang, 

drip, slither, roar 

Hyperbole A use of obvious exaggeration for rhetorical effect 

Anecdote A short story based on real events connected to the topic 

Imperatives Giving authoritative or instructional commands 

Word Class Definition 

Adjectives Words before a noun, to make the noun’s meaning more specific 

(i.e. to modify the noun), or after the verb be, as its complement 

E.G. beautiful, untidy, wrinkled 

Verbs Words used to describe an action, state or occurrence and usually 

have a tense E.G. bounced, crawled, likes 

Adverbs Words that describe a verb. Adverbs can come before or after a 

verb E.G. Swiftly, slowly, hesitantly 

Noun Words used after determiners such as ‘the’ or sometimes called 

naming words: E.G. brother, cat, sofa  

Other terms Definition 

Tense Tense is the choice between present and past verbs 

Connotation Refers to a meaning that is implied by a word apart from the thing 

which it describes explicitly 
 

 

Term 1 Vocab Term 2 Vocab Term 3 Vocab 

Privilege (noun) 

Special rights granted 

Absurd (adj) 

wildly unreasonable  

Remarkable (adj) 

worthy of attention 

Fantasy (noun) 

genre of imaginative 

fiction involving magic 

and adventure 

Curious (adj) 

strange; unusual 

 

Disobedience (noun) 

refusal to obey rules  

Patriotic (adj) 

devotion to one's country 

Foreboding (noun) 

a feeling that something 

bad will happen 

Futile (adj) 

pointless 

Vendetta (noun) 

a prolonged bitter quarrel 

with or against someone 

Macabre (adj) 

Disturbing, concerned 

with a fear of death 

Heinous (adj) 

utterly odious or wicked 

Melancholy (noun) 

a feeling of deep sadness 

Gaunt (adj) 

lean and haggard (of a 

person) 

Dismal (adj)  

causing a mood of gloom 

or depression 
 

Structural devices Definition 

Dialogue How writers present a conversation between characters 

Flashback A part of a story set in a time earlier than the main story 

Paragraphs Chunks of related thoughts or ideas 

Monologue A long speech by one actor in a play or film, or as part of a 

theatrical or broadcast programme 

To help with building your 

knowledge of vocabulary, 

you could complete a 

table like this for each 

vocabulary word.  

You could also learn and 

revise these key terms 

and devices in 

preparation for next year. 

You can do this by making 

quizzes or using them in 

your writing. 



 

English at Queensbury (1) 

 

By the end of this task, you will have: 

• Thought independently about characters in a text 

• Used evidence from the text to make inferences 
• Demonstrated your ability to consider writers’ choices 

Read through the extract below and answer the questions: 
 
This extract is about Mrs Trunchbull, the headmistress in the novel Matilda by Roald Dahl (‘extract’ is the 
word we used when we’ve taken little bit of a book to focus on). Miss Trunchbull is one of Dahl’s most 
famous characters, partly because she’s so very mean.  
 
There are different questions below each part of the extract. Words that are underlined may need 
defining if you are unsure of their meaning. 
 

 

"Miss Trunchbull, the Headmistress, was something else altogether. 

She was a gigantic holy terror, a fierce tyrannical monster, who 

frightened the life out of pupils and teachers alike. There was an aura 

of menace about her even at a distance, and when she came up close 

you could almost feel the dangerous heat radiating from her as from a 

red hot rod of metal.  

When she marched – Miss Trunchbull never walked, she always 

marched like a storm trooper, with long strides and arms swinging -

when she marched along a corridor you could actually hear her 

snorting as she went, and if a group of children happened to be in her 

path, she ploughed right on through them like a tank, with small 

people bouncing off her to left and right.’’ 

1: What does ‘gigantic’ mean?  

A: huge 

B: fat 

C: tired 

2: Find three words in the first paragraph that make Trunchbull sound truly terrible:  

_____________________   _______________________    ____________________ 

3: When you get close to Miss Trunchbull, what does Dahl suggest you can feel?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4: Dahl suggests that instead of walking, Miss Trunchbull ‘marches’. What does this make you think of 

the way she moves?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

5: When Miss Trunchbull ‘snorts’ as she marches down the corridor, what impression does this create of 

her character?  

A: that she has a very small nose and can’t breathe very easily 

B: that she is like a grumpy animal strutting around 

C: that she is very upset 

 

‘‘She was above all a most formidable female. She had once been a famous athlete, and even now the 

muscles were still clearly in evidence. You could see them in the bull neck, in the big shoulders, in the thick 

arms, in the sinewy wrists and in the powerful legs. Looking at her, you got the feeling that this was 

someone who could bend iron bars and tear telephone directories in half. Her face, I’m afraid, was neither 

a thing of beauty nor a joy for ever.’’  

6: What was Miss Trunchbull before she was a teacher?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7: Find three things that Dahl says still show how strong she is.  

__________________________   __________________________   __________________________ 

 

8: When Dahl says ‘her face, I’m afraid, was neither a thing of beauty nor a joy for ever’, what does this 

make you think of her?  

A: that her face will change as she gets older 

B: that she wasn’t always this mean 

C: that she will always look ugly and mean  

 

9: What do you think the word ‘formidable’ means in the first line? 

A: she is intimidating 

B: she is friendly 

C: she is fully formed 

 

10: What impression do you get of Trunchbull from the descriptions so far? Try and include a quote in 

your answer to support your idea. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 



 

‘‘She had an obstinate chin, a cruel mouth and small arrogant eyes. And as for her clothes...they were, to 

say the least, extremely odd. She always had on a brown cotton smock which was pinched in around the 

waist with a wide leather belt. This belt was fastened in front with an enormous silver buckle. The massive 

thighs which emerged from out of the smock were encased in a pair of extraordinary breeches, bottle 

green in colour and made of coarse twill. These breeches reached to just below the knees and from there 

on down she sported green stockings with turn up tops, which displayed her calf muscles to perfection.  

On her feet she wore flat heeled brown brogues with leather flaps. She looked, in short, more like a rather 

eccentric and bloodthirsty follower of the staghounds than the headmistress of a nice school for children." 

11: Using the image below, label the different parts of Miss Trunchbull’s body with the different words 

Dahl uses to describe them. One has been done for you as an example.  

If you use words that are from the extract, don’t forget to put them in quotation marks like this: 

‘massive thighs’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12:  Have a look at the list below – what different things does Dahl describe to give you an idea of what 

Miss Trunchbull is like?  

What her face is like How she walks How she speaks 

What she wears What her body is like What  

 

13: Would you like to be taught by Miss Trunchbull? Use full sentences to give at least 3 reasons for your 

answer.  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

‘massive thighs’ 



 

English at Queensbury (2) 

 

By the end of this task, you will have: 

• Applied prior leaning and knowledge to a new task 

• Used fictional information to plan a character and scenario 
• Demonstrated our ability to write creatively and engagingly 

STARTER: Using our imagination… 
 

As you have just read, Miss Trunchbull is not really a teacher you would like to come across (don’t worry, 
there are no Miss Trunchbulls at Queensbury!) Spoiler alert! The story ends with Miss Trunchbull fleeing 
the school after a strange experience with a blackboard, leaving Miss Honey as the new Headteacher. 
 
Miss Trunchbull was known for treating children unfairly, confiscating items and, in the worst-case 
scenario, sending children to the chokey (a horrible room she used to torture students.) Imagine what 
Miss Honey must have found when she went through her desk!  
 

Here are some of the items we think 
Miss Honey could have found in Miss 
Trunchbull’s desk. Label your answers 
to the below questions 
 

1. What’s the weirdest item? 
2. Which one do you think 

deserved to be confiscated? 
3. Which ones do you think 

belonged to Miss Trunchbull? 
4. Which one do you think the 

owner didn’t want back? 

A girl’s pig tail (hair) 
A cup 
A pencil-case 
Chocolate cake 
Gold medals  
Chewing gum 
A skipping rope 
Books 
An apple 
A pair of school shoes 
A football 
 

A hairbrush 
A dictionary 
Headphones 
Birthday cards 
A Bunsen Burner 
A slingshot 
A toy bike  
Board 
games 
Chalk 
Hammer 
Keys to the chokey 

 

MAIN TASK: 
Look back at the list above…. Why would she need to take these items or if they were hers, why were they kept in 
her desk? You need to choose one item that doesn’t belong to Miss Trunchbull from the list above. You then need 
to complete the table below in as much detail as possible for that item, to help you imagine how that item made its 
way into Miss Trunchbull’s desk… and explore who it could have belonged to! 
 
Take a look at the example below to get an idea of what you could say, then fill in the boxes based on your own 
item on the next page. The previous task about Ms Trunchbull should help you here too.  
 

 

Prompting Questions Example item: School shoes 

Where in the desk was it found?  
Be precise! What drawer? What else was 
around it etc. 

Found under the desk and pushed up against the wall with an old football in 
front of them so the shoes were sort of hidden 
 

Who owns it? 
Remember detail – adjectives! 

 

Preet Mulligan, 8 years old 
Tall for her age and wears reading glasses that have a blue frame 
She has sandy brown hair that goes down past her shoulders 

What is the owner like? 
Descriptions! 

 

She is friendly to everyone and has lots of friends 
She sometimes gets sore feet because she walks a long way to school  
She loves science and maths at school 
Blue is her favourite colour and she loves anything that is blue 



 

Prompting Questions Your item: 

Where in the desk was it found?  
Be precise! What drawer? What else was 
around it etc. 

 

 

Who owns it? 
Remember detail – adjectives! 

 
 
 

 

What is the owner like? 
Descriptions! 

 
 
 

 

Why did they bring it to school? 
 
 
 
 

 

Why and how was it taken from 
them? 
 

 
 

 

What does the item look like? 
Be detailed and precise! 

 
 

 

How did the owner react to the loss? 
Sobbing? Weeping? Joy? Panic? 

 
 

 

 

Your next task is to use the planning above to write up your ‘Found in the desk’ story. Here is some guidance to 
consider before you start: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary and Literary Terms Story structure 

 
You could turn back to the page of terms and vocabulary and try to 
add some words and devices to your plan before you begin.  
 
Which ones do you already know that you could use? 
 

Consider this as 
a starting point 
to structuring 
your story. How 
else can you 
start a story? 

Remember that we want it to 

be imaginative, interesting and 

accurate!  

A range of punctuation… 

will make it awesome to 

read! (If you want to make 

it really awesome. You do 

don’t you?) 

Lots of adverbs and adjectives to add detail.  

Instead of ‘I saw a coffin on the underground’ Try ‘I saw a dark 

looming coffin across the other side of the rattling carriage’ 

Bad good nice old young 

big small 

Different sentence 

starters… (can you 

PICLE your work? 

 



 

Now, you need to write up your tale! This should be your best work so you should draft first (on spare paper or on the 
back of this booklet) and the write up your response in the space below. 
 
              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              



 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               

 



 

Great stuff! We can’t wait to read it.  

Some final thoughts:  

Check through the following independently and edit 

your work as you go: 

o Your spellings and punctuation is correct. 

o You have used paragraphs.  

o You haven’t used boring words like ‘nice’. 

o You have lots of adjectives and adverbs to give detail. 

 

Now, have someone else read your story. What do they like about your story? Do they have 

any suggestions about how it could be improved? 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally: Time to check your work and reflect 

Go back and check the work you have completed in this booklet. Which task are you most 

proud of and why? 

 

 

 

Do you have any questions or concerns about English next 

year? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Some ideas to keep you involved in English this Summer 
 

Below are some other suggested tasks you might be interested in. If you complete any of the tasks, you 
could collate them and be ready to share this with your new English teacher when you reach 

Queensbury Academy. 
 

Start a virtual book club 
with some friends where 
you can speak about books 
you have read and share 
reading recommendations. 
 

Write in a journal each 
day until you reach 
secondary school (or 
beyond). Record details 
of your day, things you 
have learnt or how you 
feel. 
 

Learn a poem off by 
heart and perform it 
to your family. You 
can look here for 
some poems to learn: 
https://www.poetry 
foundation.org/ 

Create a family tree to 
trace your family 
origins and heritage. 
This might involve you 
interviewing members 
of your family. Present 
it in a creative way. 
 

Learn about the history of 
the English language. Do 
some research about the 
evolution of reading and 
writing and how it has 
changed over time. 

Plan and create a 
character and their 
biography. Then, make a 
live, 3D model of them. 
You could use playdough 
or clay or something 
else. Be creative! 

Read a non-fiction 
(article, letter, 
newspaper, 
magazine, textbook) 
text that teaches you 
a new skill.  

Bake something book 
related. This could be a 
cake decorated like 
your favourite book or 
cookies shapes like 
William Shakespeare. 
Get creative! 
 

Go to the following 
website each day and learn 
the word (it changes each 
day). Try and work them 
into your conversations 
and writing. 
https://www.dictionary. 
com/e/word-of-the-day/   
 

Visit a virtual library. 
Follow the link here for 
the virtual library in 
Central Bedfordshire: 
https://virtual-
library.culturalservices. 
net/cgi-bin/bedford-
cat.sh  

 

Write a letter to your 
hero. Tell them about 
yourself and your 
situation and send it 
off! 

Create a board game 
based on your 
favourite book and 
play it with your 
family. 
 
 

Read all the books in your 
house already? Why not 
try an audiobook? There 
are some free audiobooks 
you can listen to via the 
website below: 
https://stories.audible.com   
/start-listen 
  

Write a letter to your 
future self. What would 
you want to tell yourself? 
Would you give them 
any advice? What would 
it be? 

Go to the British 
Library website below 
and try or read about 
one of their book 
related activities. 
https://www.bl.uk/ 
childrens-books 

Watch a film or TV 
adaptation of a book 
and write about how it 
compares to the 
original. 

 

 

  

https://virtual-library.culturalservices.net/cgi-bin/bedford-cat.sh
https://www.bl.uk/%20childrens-books
https://www.bl.uk/%20childrens-books

