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Dear Parents/Carers

A message from the Headteacher

What a half-term we have had! There has been so much going on that we want to celebrate, in the
last few weeks of the term alone.

I had the absolute privilege of watching a huge number of our students take part in the Christmas
Show. There were so many amazing performances that it was divided into 3 acts! There were too
many highlights to name one or two. But I love seeing staff collaborating with students on stage,
so that was a real joy for me. What I was most impressed with was the student leadership. The
performances, lights, sound and backstage were predominantly led by students and guided by
staff. A huge thank you to Mr and Mrs Jackson, Miss Bolton, and Mrs Palmer for organising and to
Mr Moffatt and Miss Fountain for supporting the performances. 

Our languages department has also held 2 events. A Movie Night and the Festive Market, both of
which were excellent and really well supported by students and teachers. A big thank you to Miss
Elve, Mrs Ogunseitan and Miss Sigba for their hard work on these events.

Christmas dinner was also a huge success with 156 students sitting down and eating together,
listening to music and asking each other the general knowledge questions from the crackers. This
was a lovely communal experience for the Queensbury community.

Last week we also enjoyed Christmas Jumper day. A large portion of the student and staff body
chose to wear their festive jumpers. Thank you to those of you who donated old jumpers so that as
many students as possible could join in. Thank you also to those that have sent in food and hygiene
items for our community cupboard. The donations are really appreciated, and I look forward to
sharing more information with you about this in the new year.
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A message from the Headteacher

We have said farewell to some colleagues as they go onto promotions or are heading off to enjoy
retirement. Mr Bent and Ms Jones are leaving us to enjoy retirement after 35+ in education. I am
sure that you would wish to join me in wishing them well. Ms Williams, Mr Bird, Mr Whitlock, Miss
Humphreys and Mr Needham left us last week to take promotions in new schools. We have
welcomed Ms Folcik into Maths this half term, a fully qualified teacher of Maths, who joined us a
short time ago as a cover supervisor. We are thrilled that she has been able to fill our Maths
position and that she will remain with us. Mr Masson will be joining us as an additional qualified
Maths teacher in January as well. Ms Paul will be joining us as Assistant Headteacher and teacher
of Science and Miss Cocker will be joining us as a teacher of Science and PE. 

Finally, last week has been challenging in terms of the weather and staff absence. Thank you for
your support in the closures of year groups each day. These are difficult decisions to have to make,
and families have been incredibly supportive of this.

Just a quick note on uniform - please ensure that all uniform is ready for the beginning of term and
that any eyelashes or nails have been removed before returning to school. If you are struggling to
replace any item of your uniform, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs A Spicer.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry and peaceful Christmas. We look
forward to welcoming you back on Wednesday 4th January 2023.
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Mrs H Palmer
Headteacher



Monitor their social media use, ensuring parent controls are switched on -
especially if they have new phones or tablets as presents.
Know where they are and who they are with.
Tell them not to walk on frozen ponds or lakes.
Be aware of adults or older students that befriend them, and they wish to
spend a lot of time with. 
Remember the dangers of candles in the home.

The Safeguarding team wish you all a safe and joyous Christmas, however, we are

aware that whilst Christmas and the end of term is a time many look forward to, it

is also a time that can be difficult if you have experienced loss or need support.

Queensbury Academy safeguarding staff will not be available during this time to

respond to immediate queries or offer support, so please note the agencies below

that can help.

With regards to keeping your children safe over the holidays, please do:

www.Kooth.com 

Kooth is available to students who need someone to talk to and this offers online

support via a phone or device.

Christmas Safeguarding
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http://www.kooth.com/


Christmas Safeguarding continued
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Mrs R Mason
Deputy Headteacher
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Year 7

I believe the year group have made a really strong start to
their journey here at Queensbury. I feel you lead the way in
terms of uniform and behaviour in and around the school. 

It was great to see so many Year 7's in festive jumpers on
Thursday!
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Mr G Jones
Head of Year 7

Year 8

Thank you for all your support this term. Remember when we
return after Christmas it will still be cold - we still need coats!

Stay warm and healthy! A merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all parents and carers. 

Mr C Redding
Head of Year 8



Year 9

I am really pleased with the start that year 9 have made to
their option choices and how they have conducted themselves
at times throughout this half term, with some of the changes
they have faced. 

Please have a lovely Christmas and I look forward to
welcoming the students back in January.  
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Miss G Danaher
Head of Year 9

Year 10

My name is Mr Spours, I'm delighted to be taking over as Head of
Year 10 in January. 

I'm very much looking forward to working with all the students in
Year 10 and ensuring that Year 10 is the best year group at
Queensbury. 

My thanks to Mr Needham for all the work he has done with Year
10 this term. All the best for a lovely Christmas!  

Mr Spours
Head of Year 10



Year 11

During tutor time students will be given an application form
for Sixth Form. Year 11 have done very well this term coping
with all of the mocks and reflecting on the feedback. 

The parents' evening was positive with many praises and areas
of improvement. 

Please have a lovely Christmas and I look forward to seeing
the students in January. 
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Miss S Bolton
Head of Year 11

Sixth Form

On Thursday, it was wonderful to see so many Sixth Form
students dressed in festive jumpers. Congratulations to all
Criminology students who finished their assessments during
the final week of the term, despite the delays due to snow.

A reminder that year 12 and 13 reports are available to view on
Edulink. 

Have a lovely break.

Mrs H Sides
Assistant Headteacher
Head of Sixth Form



Dance and Music
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Update

What a fantastic and busy term it has been.
Just a reminder of things that have been happening:

Dance club every Friday – to teach and dance with these young people every Friday after
school is such a joy.  And if you haven’t tried it, it will be running again from February every
Friday so please do come along.  

Grease in the West End – a fantastic trip with a coach full of 75 students – inspired and ready
for the hard work and preparation for our own production. 

Tring Park – 2 wonderful trips to Tring Park.  The first to watch the commercial music course
performances and the second is to watch inspiring choreography and performances by the
graduate dance students themselves.  Both leaving our students equipped with more ideas
and inspiration.  

Choir – We have an amazing small group of students who meet every Friday after school. They
have recently been learning Christmas songs and performing in the Christmas Concert. This
will resume after the school show – so please come along and get involved! 

String Group – This has been a wonderful opportunity to play a string instrument and to learn
more traditional music classics. Well done to those who have been involved with this and if
you play a string instrument please come along and join the fun! 

Ukulele – Meets every Thursday led by the amazing Mr. Moffatt. What a fun way to spend your
Thursday afternoon! Please come along if you are interested in joining. 

Rock school – This is a group that aims to encourage students to play Rock instruments and
to form bonds with other musicians. This will commence again in February (after the school
show), and we will start learning group songs in these sessions. A list of songs will be
published nearer the time. If you love Rock – then this club is for you! 



Dance and Music
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Update continued

Learn an instrument with Mrs Palmer – This club aims to teach the basic skills needed to play
a woodwind instrument. Places are limited so please contact Mrs Palmer in the first instance! 

The Christmas concert – we tried out some new ideas this year, with 3 Acts, QR codes,
students introducing themselves and having a real mix of dance and music, modern and
traditional. Thank you to all involved in the Christmas concert – such a wonderful bunch of
young people to have the pleasure to watch, listen to and work with.  

Watch this space for more trips and events planned in 2023, such as an Easter concert and a
planned trip to Mk Theatre.

Grease Rehearsals – we have seen such great dedication and commitment of these students
every Thursday and Tuesday. We have also had the pleasure of seeing many students wanting
to take part in all aspects of preparation and production, including the choreography which a
number of students have been keen to take the lead on. January will be stepping up a notch
ready for the Performance on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Feb, with some additional rehearsals being
planned for a Friday (as well as Tuesdays and Thursdays) and band rehearsals. A rehearsal
schedule will be coming out for this all very soon, so please keep an eye out on Teams and
emails. 

We were recently discussing how lovely it is to feel the wonderful buzz that’s been building
around Performing Arts and Music, with students’ commitment and attendance to clubs
increasing, students arriving in our departments at break and lunch keen to practice and the
enthusiasm for performing. 

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year and in the words of Elf, ‘The best
way to spread Christmas cheer, is singing loud for all to hear’ (and dancing obviously…) 

Mr and Mrs Jackson 
Head of Music and Head of Dance 



Sponsorship
We are also looking for sponsorship if anyone has a business that they would like to advertise in our
Grease programme. Please do get in touch with Mr Jackson if you are interested.  
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School Performance
Grease Update



History house competion winners!

House Competitions
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Students were tasked with creating a model of something they are studying
this term - castles, trenches etc. This home-baked model stole the crown and
won the competition. Well done Summer and Aimee

Mr R Spours
Head of House Competitions



Open to all year groups

Technology House Competition
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Technology Box Appeal
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Please remember to save your empty plastic chocolate boxes (Like the celebrations
ones) and bring them to the DT department for use when students for get their
recipe boxes.  The more the merrier.  

Thank you

Miss Mclean



Girls Football Update

Pe Department
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The year 7 girls '  football  team performed bri l l iantly this term at the Dunstable Town
Football  tournament.  They were unbeaten, winning three matches and drawing one.
Miss Saunders was the team manager motivating the girls from the sidelines.  Many
high f ives were given, and singing on the bench! 

As Town champions,  they now represent South Beds, as well  as Queensbury,  in the
Beds County Finals in January.



Boys Football Update

Pe Department
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The Year 9 boys football  team were excellent yesterday afternoon and ended up
winning 9-2 against All  Saints which puts them comfortably at the top of the
League! 

Congratulations,  an amazing achievement!



Careers
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A good understanding of Careers is vital to help
motivate students and help them prepare for life
both post 16 and 18.

At Queensbury Academy, we help students focus on their longer-
term ambitions by providing and range of support and
opportunities. Queensbury Academy provides a comprehensive
careers programme that includes all students. Students are
supported with work-related learning, options choices, exposure to
labour market information, and the opportunity to experience the
workplace first-hand. All students at Queensbury will receive a
Careers meeting with a trained external professional and be aware
of all post-16 and 18 options. Students in the 6th form will have the
opportunity to visit Higher Education facilities and understand
how to apply for higher-level apprenticeships.

For more information please use the 'Careers Support' tab via the
Queensbury website. 
https://www.queensburyacademy.com/510/careers-support-2

Careers Newsletter
Our Careers Newsletter was sent home last week to our
KS4 and KS5 year groups. A digital copy of the 
newsletter can be found using the link below.

Digital copy
Careers Newsletter (queensburysch.s3.amazonaws.com)

Miss F McLean
Careers Lead

https://queensburysch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Careers-Newsletter-December-2022.pdf?t=1670588973


Communication
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Communication
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As a multi-academy trust (or MAT), Anthem is first and
foremost a school improvement organisation, responsible
for ensuring that the public money we receive to run our 11
primary schools and five secondary schools is used to drive
the best possible outcomes for the children and young
people under their care.

Today, Anthem serves over 8,000 children and
young people in 16 schools across the East
Midlands, London and Thames Valley. 
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