
  

 

17 December: Last day of 
term– children leave early 

18 December: Training day– 
School closed 

4 January: First day of term 
 

11 & 12 January: Year 11  
parents evening 

18-29 January: Year 13 
Mocks 

1-12 February: Year 11 Mocks 

15-19 February: Half Term 

1 & 2 March: Year 8/9 Parents 
evening & options               
information 

Yrs 7, 10 & 12: Parents      
Evening dates to be          
confirmed 

Dates for the diary... 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Christmas is a powerful time for reflection and in this newsletter, as you can 
see, there are many amazing aspects of what we do in the Academy that we 
have reflected upon. 
 

 
Christmas is a charitable time and a time for kindness. The true spirit of 
Christmas is evidenced best in a generous heart. This year and in        
particular this term, I have seen and heard of lots of examples of our        
students showing this. I saw a note from a member of the public this week 
that described a scene outside a local shop where a homeless gentleman 
asked for any change to passers by. A Queensbury student stopped, gave 
him what he had in his pocket, and apologised it was not much but it was 
what he had. In another example last month, we had all 1200 students write 
on a piece of ribbon a message to those who had fallen in wartime, tied it to 
a stake and put it in the ground at the front of the school. And then I have 
seen many day to day interactions from students such as those who have 
said good morning whilst holding a door open, or a friend consoling       
someone who is going through a hard time.  
 

 
COVID 19 has placed a great strain on students, staff and families and to 
get through it we have had to rely on some of those values we reflect upon 
at Christmas such as each other's humanity, kindness and our own CARE 
values. I have been so incredibly proud of how the community has pulled 
together to get through this difficult time. We have adapted incredibly well 
and have kept each other as safe as possible. Thankyou for all of your     
support as I am aware families have also had to make adaptions with the 
start and end times being staggered this year. It is certainly time we all have 
a well deserved break.  
 

 
I wish you and your families the best of health over the Christmas period. 
We very much look forward to welcoming students back in January          
refreshed and ready to work hard again to achieve their undoubted potential 
in the coming term. 

 

Mark Little 

Principal 
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Geography Competition 

We have an exciting Geography competition open to all year groups. 
 
The competition focuses on our home town of Dunstable.  The town has been given funding from the 
Department for Transport as well as a grant from English Heritage in order to help regeneration of the 
town centre. 
 
The challenge is to create a plan for how to spend the money to improve Dunstable. 
The ideas can be presented in any format, but the more creative, the better. 
 
Some ideas for your child are: 
 
• Make a model of the town centre with your plans 
• Create a photo story, showing which areas need improvement and how this could be done.  
• A piece of art representing the future improved Dunstable 
• A film about the town and improvements  
 
There will be a winner from each year group and all winners will receive a prize. 
Please submit entries to Miss Hudd: 
shudd@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk 

Deadline for entries is Friday 12
th

 February 2021 

Performing Arts  
Performing Arts is expanding at Queensbury even with COVID 
restrictions! We are pleased to welcome Mrs Jackson to the team this 
year. We are introducing Dance as a GCSE alongside Drama.   

We want to update you on what each year group have been working on so far this year.  

Year 7 sadly do not have timetabled lessons but do not worry as we have that covered! Each week we 
have our virtual club which is uploaded to the students TEAMS tutor groups. Excitingly, after half term 
our amazing sixth form students are bringing the panto to Year 7 for a special virtual show and 
workshop. 

Year 8 and 9 have had lessons on a range of styles and practitioners in Dance and Drama this term. 
We are starting to plan more practical work in the East Gym, where we can do so safely without 
crossing bubbles.  

Year 10 have been exploring Blood Brothers and watching amazing clips to “take us to the theatre”.   

Year 11 have worked incredibly hard this year and have just completed their first performance exam; it 
was wonderful to see them back to performing and performing with such confidence! Over the 
Christmas holidays they have a range of monologues to choose from for their next exam.    

We have our first sixth form class in Performing Arts. They have worked extremely hard on their own 
take on the “The Nutcracker”, which will be shown to the rest of the school during form time. They were 
very sad about not being able to go to the theatre this Christmas season to watch a pantomime, so, we 
decided to do our own. 

In the new year we have brilliant opportunities to take part in virtual workshops and more virtual 
performances to watch! COVID won’t stop us.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Performing Arts Department.  

Queensbury News December 2020 

mailto:shudd@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk


3 

 

Bebras International Challenges 2020

 

We have completed the Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge 2020.  All students in years 7,8 and 9  

had the opportunity to participate in this international competition, as well as all GCSE and A-level 

Computer Science students in years 10 – 13. 

“The Bebras Computing Challenge introduces computational thinking to students.  

It is organised in over 50 countries and designed to get students all over the world excited about 

computing.”  

The results are now in and we are very pleased with the engagement and effort from all students who 

participated. All students will receive a certificate for their effort, and will receive either a 

PARTICIPATING, MERIT or DISTINCTION awards. There were four categories across the different year 

groups and best in school are as follows 

Year 7 – Junior Challenges, Best in school - Vernon F. 

Years 8 & 9 – Intermediate Challenges, Best in school - Alexander S  

Years 10 & 11 – Senior Challenges, Best in school – Joseph P 

Years 12 & 13 – Elite Challenges, Best in school – Artis L 

The following students have done exceptionally well and have achieved GOLD certificates - 

Year 7 - George G., Julia C., Eloise S., Joshua N., Mollie M., Vernon F., Zachary S., James D.. 

Year 9  - Oliver S., James O., Benjamin P., Hannah S., Ruby S., Alexander S., Alan W.. 

Well done to everyone and their great efforts in representing themselves and 
the school so well. 

History     

Recently in the History department we had an opportunity to do some remote 
learning with yr 13 on the Russian NEA unit. It was a day off timetable in the Library where we held a 
webinar. The webinar consisted of 5 top leading Historians in the field of Russian History from 1853-
1964, each giving a lecture remotely. This was a valuable exercise for our students and one which will 
aid their NEAs and also prepare them for University where lectures are a feature. 

The department has also signed up to Massolit; an A level podcast service in conjunction with 
Government and Politics and English. We are excited by this new remote learning resource and hope it 
will benefit this and future History and Politics students. 
  
In addition the following students have received History badges or an upgrade to their existing badge in 
Yr 11. Olivia H, Jody M, Ewan B, Emily M, Josh W, Lilly B, Louix B, Davina B, Emily G, Daisy H, Henry 
M, Madeline M, Lilly S, Others include in year 8; Ella L, Danica P, Hannah S, Finley M, Attallah A and 
Liam B. In year 10 ; Connor H, Jude O, Etornam D, Bianca I, Sadie R and Ellie M.  
 
There are many more students about to receive a badge and this will be published in the next 

newsletter. Congratulations  to those above, who fully deserve their badges and upgrades as they work 

towards becoming a History Master. 

Queensbury News December 2020 
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Library  

Queensbury Pop-Up Library is still proving to be popular as it still enables 
students to loan one of the many fantastic books that we have on offer. Just 
a reminder that our library is stocked with a lot of the new releases and to 
search the library stock your child can access ‘Oliver’, the library catalogue, 
at home. To access ‘Oliver’, this icon can be found on the Queensbury 
Student Portal homepage. 

Once they have chosen their book/s your child needs to complete the form 
on Edulink called ‘Queensbury Pop-Up Library’ and I will bring their book 
along to the Hall at lunchtime for Years 7, 8 and 9 every Monday, Tuesday 
and Friday and for Years 10 and 11 every Wednesday and Thursday. Your 
child then needs to collect it on the allocated day. 

Please note that ALL books are quarantined for 72 hours. 

OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS – Over the Christmas break please can I ask 
you to check with your child that they do not have any overdue books. There 
are still lots of overdue books going back to the beginning of this year! All 
overdue books need to be returned in the ‘Library Returns Box’ which are 
placed in East Hall for Years 7, 8 and 9 and for Years 10 and 11 West 
Reception. The Returns boxes are in the above sites every lunchtime. 

Your help in this matter would be gratefully appreciated. 

Ms Unwin 

 

 

English 

Book Buzz excitement!  

 

At the end of this term ,Year 7 and 8 will be receiving their BookBuzz books 

that they selected before half term. Each student will receive a brand new 

book and will read them over the Christmas holidays to begin a new reading 

program in Term 2. This is all to encourage and nurture the love of reading 

and enhance reading skills for learning across the curriculum. 

 

Queensbury News December 2020 
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Maths Enrichment 
 
Please see  information below that your child might enjoy over the holidays. It will provide good 
cross curriculum links with History. 
  

 

 
An immersive and engaging virtual codebreaking challenge designed to engage students of all ages 
and abilities and their families in history, mental challenges and physical activity this Christmas.  
We are encouraging students to cover 24 miles on foot in 12 days, crack 12 codes and decipher a 
secret message to break the Soviet blockade threatening the peace of Christmas in Berlin in 1948. 
It is the 12 days of Christmas but not as you know it. 24 miles: 12 codes: 12 days—do you have 
what it takes? 
 
Why take part? 
Immerse students in history– the challenge will bring real historical locations, facts, and named 
individuals to life in the imaginations of students. 
Engage in physical activity– as students complete their miles, they receive codes to break along the 
way and information that provides the real historical context to challenge. 
Bring the family together– the challenge is suitable for all ages and abilities and provides a safe and 
energetic way to learn about this fascinating period of history.  
 
Please visit the website for more information: Operation Bletchley (soldierscharity.org)  
 

 

KS4 and KS5 summer exams  

 
The DfE guidance to support the summer exams is Guidance to support the 

summer 2021 exams - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) .  
 
There is a Q and A document that can be found here: Parent Q and A Summer Exams   The headlines are that 
there will be more generous grading, the topics to be in the exam will be told to us in January and in some 
exams there can be some aids, for example formula sheets. If a child misses an exam due to illness or for 
isolating they can still receive a grade. 
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https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sprint&utm_campaign=2711&utm_content=share
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-exams/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-exams/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-exams
https://www.alsagerschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Department-for-education-Exams-2021-QA-for-parents.pdf
https://edu11.sprintsend.co.uk/b1/link.php?M=7434358&N=687&L=1062&F=H


6 

 

Queensbury News December 2020 

Year 11 

Year 11 have had a fantastic term and we could not be any prouder of 
them. Please refer back to our parentmails regarding upcoming dates and 
reminders. What better way to tell you about their year so far than from 
hearing from some our prefect students themselves. 
  
“Year 11 has been eye-opening. It’s different from previous years because 
you’re given more responsibility and flexibility with your learning. We have 
the chance to be role models and make key decisions such as assembly 
material, prom and year book. Teachers are even more helpful in Year 11 by offering extra    
learning through homework /revision clubs. As year 11, we have been given support with        
planning for the future. We have had advise on post 16 options and decisions”. A-M. P 
  
“One of the positives about Year 11 is that we have great teachers who are passionate about 
their subject. So far, as prefects, we have helped to raise money for Children in Need, raise 
awareness of the Black Lives Matter movement and be involved in key decisions about events for 
Year 11s. Later in the year we will plan events for all the year groups to be involved in”. H.Q 
  
“We have great teachers that help us reach our full potential. As a prefect we have been split into 
groups to work in different areas within our school community. I’m excited about being part of 
new ideas for Queensbury. The two and a half hour lessons for our option subjects are great as 
we have more time to hone our skills and in Food Preparation and Nutrition we are able to cook 
full meals .” K.R 
  
“Being in Year 11 has given so many opportunities including the opportunity to become a prefect. 
This has given us much more responsibility and even allows us to have a cool tie! Year 11 has 
provided us with more independence allowing us to look forward to the beginning of sixth form 
next year” E.M & A.M 
  
“Year 11 has really helped me grow so far. With the whole Covid situation it’s been hard but I 
learnt a lot about patience and hard work. It’s been a challenge dealing with the stress but as the 
teachers know us better because they’ve watched us grow, they understand and are willing to 
help us when we need it. Year 11 means one step closer to the beginning of the rest of our lives 
and I’m grateful for the opportunities I’ve been offered and all I have achieved” V.K 

 
 

  

Do you know a graduate looking for work? 
 
We have a funding opportunity, starting in January, for a university graduate who would like to do 
some 1-1 or small group work with students, particularly disadvantaged students, who need   
supporting with keeping up with their learning. Ideally it would be someone who is thinking about 
going into teaching in the future as the work could lead to a teacher training opportunity that 
could come with a bursary payment.   If you have a son/daughter who has not long graduated or 
you know someone who may be interested, then please email Nathan Brown -
nbrown@queensbury.anthemtrust.uk who will provide more information about how to apply for 
this. The position is for 5 hours per day, £20 per hour, term time only for the spring and summer 
terms, only in 2021.  
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Science  

We have had a great start to the year in science with students adapting well to a less    
practical approach and dazzling us with the knowledge they have from work completed at 
home over lockdown. We have purchased a simulation product so students can conduct experiments 
virtually online using this link: FocuseLearning. It has lots of activities and useful revision tips for Year 7 
all the way to Year 13! 

Some reminders for the new term: 

· Students need to bring a calculator, ruler and pencil to all science lessons. 

· Science homework is set weekly and will be posted on Edulink. If a student needs a paper copy, they 
should speak to their Science teacher. In addition, in the back of student planners are a collection of   
Science pages aimed to support students with their study at home and school. 

· Students isolating at home are being set work on Teams. 

Links for support and challenge in Science: Year 7-11 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/secondary Year    
9-11 https://www.gcsepod.com/ Year 7-8 https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/
key-stage-3 Year 9-11 https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4 

So far in year 7- We have been learning about cells and microscopes in biology, particles and their    
behaviour in chemistry and are now focussing on sound in physics. Students have had plenty of practice 
at using skills to help them with their future science study, such as using and rearranging equations, 
graph skills and extended writing. 

So far in year 8- We have been learning about health and lifestyle in biology, energy in physics and the 
periodic table in chemistry. Students have had plenty of practice at using skills to help them with their 
future science study, such as using and rearranging equations, graph skills and extended writing. 

So far in year 9- We have been learning about particles and radioactivity in physics, atoms and the    
periodic table in chemistry and cells in biology. Students have had plenty of practice at using skills to 
help them with their GCSEs in the future such as using and rearranging equations, graph skills and    
extended writing. We would like Year 9 to sign up to classes on Seneca learning; links to the classes will 
be sent on edulink and teams. 

So far in year 10- We have been learning about waves and electricity in physics, chemical changes in 
chemistry and organisation in animals and plants in biology. Students have had plenty of practice at   
using skills to help them with their GCSEs in the future such as using and rearranging equations, graph 
skills and extended writing. We would like year 10 to sign up to classes on Seneca learning; links to the 
classes will be sent on edulink and teams. 

So far in year 11- We have been learning about forces and waves in 
physics, chemical analysis and the Earth’s atmosphere in chemistry and 
the role of nerves and hormones in biology. Students have had plenty of 
practice at using skills to help them with their GCSEs in the future such 
as using and rearranging equations, graph skills and extended writing. 
We would like year 11 to sign up to Tassomai; the link to join has been sent on edulink and teams. This 
will be an excellent resource to support their revision for the mock exams in February. 

Mrs K Finley, Head of Science 
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Movember 2020 

In these very uncertain times it was great to get the school behind an        

initiative that raised money towards cancer research and men’s health and 

well being. Staff have been growing moustaches over the month of           

November or running 60km or both! Students in Years 9 and 11 have had 

the opportunity to run with staff on a Friday lunchtime around the school 

playing fields too. In total we covered 743km. It has created a real sense of 

camaraderie. 

 

In my time of doing this in schools the most I’ve been able to raise is £150, 

but the real driving force, this year, was the support, drive and                   

encouragement from Mrs Mason and Mrs Finley. I really can’t thank them 

enough for their efforts. So imagine when Mrs Mason put in a target of 

£200…….look at what we achieved as a team: 

 

Our team consisted of in addition to Mrs Mason and Mrs Finley and myself, 

we had Mrs Kilgallen, Mr Mason, Mr Caffrey, Mr Bateman and Ms 

Ball…..thank you all. 
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Breaking the silence      

• “I think I’m gay.” The way a teacher responds to this statement will have more impact on a student 

than any lesson can.  

• The average time a young person takes from realising they are LGBTQ+ to telling someone is three 

and a half years.  

• Our sexuality and gender can form a big part of our identity and those who 

don’t fit society’s heteronormative ideal can come up against more            

challenges.  

• They can be seen as ‘different’, facing discrimination, bullying and a lack of 

understanding. 

• Being LGBTQ+ does not lead to mental health problems - dealing with other 

people’s adverse reactions does. 

• Among LGBTQ+ young people, 7 out of 10 girls and 6 out of 10 boys described experiencing     
suicidal thoughts. These children and young people are around 3 times as likely as others to have 
made a suicide attempt at some point.  

• Are you confused and looking for some answers? 

• How can I tell mum that I am gay? 

• Am I ‘normal’? 

• I’m being bullied because of my sexuality 

• Could I be trans? 

• I just need someone to talk to 

• I like boys but sometimes I dream about being with girls. 

Got a question? Look for the Rainbow  badge– your teachers are here to help!  

Coming soon…. 

• We will not tolerate bullying or prejudice in any form 

• We will help protect your rights 

• We will stand up for you 

• You are not alone 

• We will listen 

• We will not judge you 

LGBTQ+ Champions—Have you got what it takes? 

Here at QA we are establishing an ethos of tolerance and inclusion. We 
want to give LGBTQ+ students an environment in which they are          
comfortable and are able to talk without fear. 
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Remembrance week 

Last week was Remembrance week and in Queensbury Academy tradition 

our students marked the occasion respectfully and with deference. 

Throughout the week, student year groups wrote messages to recognise 

anyone who died fighting to protect this country. These were staked out in 

rows to honour everyone who has fought for our freedoms.  

In a COVID safe environment year group bubbles paid their respects, and 

the messages were shared to create a small field of thoughts by over 1000 

students.  

A two-minute silence was held on the 11th November at 11:00am and over 

the previous weeks Academy Prefects were selling poppies within year 

group bubbles. 

Well done to everyone who organised or took part in making this ceremony 

possible. 

Mr. Brown 

 

  Holidays and Covid 

If you receive a positive covid case between now and return to school on 4th January 2021 please 

follow the guidelines below. 

Please inform us via Edulink and this email will be checked daily.  

Parental Responsibility– parents to notify close contact family and friends and follow advice as per NHS 

covid-19 guidelines http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronovirus-covid-19/ 
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Positive test     

received 

Monday 14th December

– Thursday 17th        

December  

Friday 18th December 

—Wednesday 23rd            

December 

Thursday 24th December—

Sunday 3rd January 2021 

Action Required Parents inform school            

immediately, via Edulink. 

School will notify          

individuals within the        

respective bubble who 

may have come into   

contact. Notified         

individuals will have to 

self-isolate for 10 days 

Parents inform school            

immediately, via        

Edulink. School will    

notify individuals within 

the respective bubble 

who may have come 

into contact, 2 days    

before symptoms      

began. Notified individu-

als will have to self-

isolate for 10 days 

Unless testing was delayed     

following onset of symptoms, 

case was not in school       

therefore there is no need to 

contact the school. 

 

Please contact the school     

Monday 4th January 2021 if 

your child will be off due to         

isolating. 


