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As the first term draws to a close I wanted to thank the community - students, parents and staff, for 
their support in the changes we have made this term. Staff have very high expectations of our students 
and because of this we have seen high standards of behaviour and work from them. This has been    
celebrated in our rewards assemblies this week. This continued hard work will translate into life changing 
grades but also happy and confident young people ready to take on the world armed with our CARE  
values. 
 
I wish all families a very happy Christmas. We look forward to welcoming all students back on Monday 
6th January 2020.  
 
Uniform 
 
In the new term we will be reviewing student uniform. We will be looking at the current standards of 
uniform and whether they are high enough. We will also be looking at ways of reducing the cost of the 
uniform. If, over the Christmas break or in the coming weeks you are looking to buy a new skirt for your 
daughter, then please buy a pleated style skirt of an appropriate length (to sit just above the knee). 
Please can I also remind you that black trainers are not allowed in the school, just black shoes. Some 
sports shops advertise some trainers as school shoes so if in doubt, please check with the school before 
buying them as the school does not allow any that carry sports branding. 

Staff News 

We have Miss Harradine (English) and Mr Anderson (Science) leaving us this term. I would like to say a 
big thank you for their work here at the Academy.  

In January we are excited to welcome Mrs McQuade (Head of Computer Science), Mr Wilkinson 
(Business), Miss Scott (Maths) and Miss Batool (Science). 

 A message from the Principal   

 

 Last day of term, students leave 12.30pm—December 20th 

 Training Day– 3rd January 2020 

 Edulink open to book Year 9 parents evening 1pm– 3rd January 

 Children return to the Academy 8.35am– Monday 6th January 
2020  

 Westminster Abbey Trip Year 7 —7th January  

 Year 9 parents evening 3.30– 7.30pm — 16th January 

 Westminster Abbey Trip Year 8 —31st January 

Key Dates 

Last week of term 

Friday 20.12.19 will be Christmas Jumper day for students and staff. Full school 
uniform must be worn but school jumpers can be replaced with festive ones.  

 

Another successful Christmas lunch was enjoyed by the children on Wednesday. It was so lovely to see 
them get together with their friends, enjoy the delicious lunch and get into the festive spirit.  

 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and we hope the children have a restful holiday ready to start what 
we’re sure will be a great year at Queensbury Academy. 
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News from the Inclusion Team 

It has been good to meet so many parents and carers over this term, particularly at the Personalised 
Learning Plan day and during parents evenings. We wish to work in collaboration with yourselves so 
please do contact us if you have any concerns about your child’s progress, but also to share good news 
with us. 

We are an inclusive Academy and cater for a wide range of needs in all subject areas. The main aim of 
the Inclusion Team is to enable all our students to access our broad curriculum and to help them achieve 
their potential, and right from the start of term, the Inclusion Department has been very busy to ensure 
we offer personalised support to our students. We have set up small intervention groups for reading in 
Years 7 and 8,  supported students in class and in exams, and have also offered a range of support for 
families and students experiencing emotional or social concerns that are affecting their learning. 

We can also offer advice about support pathways  in many areas such as:  Young Carers, Pupil Premium, 
Free School Meals, Early Help Assessments, Food Bank Vouchers and Careers Advice. 

The team are here to help, support and assist you and your child so , please contact: Mrs Rachel Mason 
(rachelmason@queensburyacademy.com) or Ms Sian Jones (sianjones@queensburyacademy.com) if you 
would like any additional support in helping your child achieve well at school. 

As well as the work we do in school to support our students, there is also a  wide range of services   
available to families in the local community. It may be helpful to keep these numbers in a safe place in 
case you have any concerns over the holiday period: 

Samaritans 0158286769 or 116123 (free) 

Salvation Army 01582606031 

Childline 0800 1111 

Domestic violence Support 0808 2000247 

Mind Mental Health 0300123393 text 86463 

NHS 111 

Noah Enterprise (homeless) 01582 728416 

Beehive Children’s centre (food vouchers available) 01582 699092  

Free School Meals 0300 300 8306 

Inclusion Team 

I am delighted to report that Queensbury pupil work samples and learning files are all now available on the 
Mission Aviation Fellowship website. It is exciting that these have got this far, and that MAF are coming to the 
Strictly RE conference this January and bringing their flight simulator to launch the lessons. 

You can download all this interesting material, including maybe your samples of work, here:                   
https://www.maf-uk.org/school-resources 

May I thank our RE students for their generous and high-quality involvement in this curriculum development 
project- which will be widely used. 

Well done to the following students for their selected published work: 

•  Jack Galligan 

•  Freya McDermid 

•  Emily Payne 
 
Mrs Ogunbiyi 
Head of RE and Life Skills 

RE 
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Hopefully you have had a chance to read the latest English Newsletter which features information about 
trips and extra curricular, plus book reviews and excellent student work. This was sent via parentmail but 
you can also find it here: 
 
https://www.queensburyacademy.com/554/letters-home 
 
Excitingly, the Student Book Group had their Christmas Celebrations on 
Tuesday 17th December. Members of the junior and senior book groups 
will meet for book related games and rewards for their participation in our 
meetings this year so far. Keep a look out for the next newsletter for a recount of this event. Details of 
when and where the book groups meet can be found in the English Newsletter. 
 
BookBuzz 
We are delighted to let you know that all of Year 7 and Year 8 are now the proud owners of their BookBuzz 
Book. It's been lovely seeing the students reading these around the Academy, and discussing the books 
with us and each other. We're delighted by how many have already read theirs! If you would like to find 
out more, please visit the website at https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-
campaigns/bookbuzz/ 
Students should be reminded that they are expected to bring a reading book to school in KS3 (Y7-9) and 
will be expected to read for 10 minutes at the start of the lesson. The library is open at breaks, lunch and 
after school if they wish to borrow a book to read.   
 
Y11 Revision Drop In 
From January, Period 6 Fridays in E2 will be available for English Revision. Students are welcome to come 
along to get support with their learning, revise independently and ask any questions. There will be a wide 
range of revision resources available to use. They can complete past questions, self-quizzing or marking to 
support their studies. We look forward to seeing them there.  
 
In the meantime, over the Christmas Holiday, an Advent of study tasks will be available on the             
Department's twitter page (@English_QB) and will also be linked on Edulink to help support a little focus 
and independent study.  

English 

EHistory 

Music news 

 

 
On Monday 16th December we had our Christmas concert and it was a fantastic evening! Performers from 
all year groups entertained the audience with classic songs and festive favourites. We also had some     
fantastic dancing from our KS3 dance group and Year 10 students. Well done to all!  

On the 18th December we took 73 students from our GCSE groups and choir/school band/dance/drama 

groups to watch    - and I can tell you it was ‘well Wicked’!! 

Coming soon………………………………………… 

Thursday January 30th/ Friday January 31st / Saturday 1st February 2020 

See Mr. Jackson for more exciting music news!  

 

 
History revision guides are for sale for £7 
please pay in accounts office or via parent-
mail and see Mr O’Rourke in W45 to collect.    
 
11th February 2020 Drs show trip is open to 
all History students in Year 11. Students 
should have received a letter via parentmail 
and be able to pay online.  
 
Every Tuesday is History revision club for 
year 11 in w45. Please attend. This is 
ongoing.  Thank you. 

 
Dunstable Swimming Club are 
back in town! 

 
After 3 years of travelling to other pools in the area,    
Dunstable Swimming Club are coming back 'home', to the 
newly refurbished leisure centre in town.  
They are actively recruiting youth swimmers who wish to 
belong to a traditionally strong and competitive club.  
If students would like to trial with Dunstable Swimming 
Club, please see Mr Gurney for more details, or find out 
the information from the leisure centre or the club them-
selves. We have always had lots of Queensbury students 
competing with   Dunstable Swimming Club, and with the 
move back home later this month, it should be an exciting 
time to get involved!    Mr Gurney  

Swimming club 
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Sportshall Athletics 

  The Year 7 and 8 athletes recently took part in the District Sportshall Athletics competition held at All Saints 
Academy. The students worked hard in all their events, including Speed Bounce, Obstacle Relay, Shot Put 
and Vertical Jump. All three teams stormed to victory and finished 1st in the District. These athletes will now 
go on to the County Sporthall Athletics competition in the new year. Congratulations to all competitors! 

Year 7 Girls: Chloe B, Taylor RD, Brooke K, Aliyah M, Rosie W, Hannah S. Year 8 Girls: Hannah S, Jemima TS, 
Eva M, Maisie C, Eve R, Kiera FL, Mia C, Abbie O’T. Year 8 Boys: Tinaye M, Oliver B, Zack B, Lukah A, Logan 
D and David M. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Year 7 girls Champions        Year 8 Girls Champions 

  

   

 

 

 

Netball Club 

Every Monday and Tuesday since September, girls from all year groups have been attending netball club and 
representing Queensbury Academy in District Netball matches. There has been some excellent commitment 
and dedication from all the students who have turned up to train in the rain and cold the last few weeks! 
Whilst the District league and fixtures are still ongoing into the new year, there have been some standout 
performances from teams this term: 

 Yr 7s vs Priory (Won 17-0)               Year 8  

 

   

 

 

    

   Yr 9 vs Priory (Won 14-0)            Yr 10 vs Manshead (Won 21-1)  

   Yr 11 vs Manshead (Won 5-4)  

 

Well done to all who have attended training and been part of 
matches this term!  

Netball club will continue after Christmas on Tuesdays after 
school.  

PE 


