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Welcome to A Level Business 
 
Why study A Level Business? 
With a focus on helping you to become a good decision maker, you’ll learn essential 
managerial skills, alongside techniques to help you become an analytical problem solver. 
These skills are all highly sought after and valued in a wide range of careers. 
 
 
Further study and career opportunities  
If you’d like to study business, finance or management at university, A-level Business 
provides an excellent foundation. The skills you learn are transferable across a broad range 
of subjects and careers. Whatever you choose to do in the future, you’ll find that the things 
you learn in this course will help. For example, you’ll probably work with lots of different 
people, so knowledge of motivational theory will help you to work well with others and help 
them achieve their potential. You might have ambitious plans to start your own business. If 
that’s the case, you’ll find the marketing and finance topics particularly useful. 
 
 

Expectations in Business 

At Sixth Form, it is expected that students take a more pro-active approach to their studies 
and develop independent learning skills. In Business, due to its ever changing nature, it is 
important to foster a mature approach to your learning and take all opportunities to learn. 
Part of this is taking responsibility for your progress and using your independent study time 
to consolidate your knowledge and exam technique.  If you feel you require any help and/or 
guidance with your work, please speak to your teacher.  
 
The following is expected: 
 

• Conduct and behaviour as in all lessons, this should be appropriate to enable learning 

to take place, but you will notice lessons are a little different to your GCSEs.  For 

example we will have more discussions and independent research tasks, and sometimes 

you will lead the learning by presenting your ideas.  The more you participate, the more 

you will get out of the lessons. 

 



• Notes and class workbook for retrieval and class activities are to be brought to every 

lesson.  You will notice as you progress through the course how interlinked the different 

areas are and so having your notes at hand will aid your understanding and therefore 

progression. 

 

• Attendance and punctuality is important.  Students must turn up on time to every 

lesson. It is very disruptive to have students walking in late and you will miss vital 

content and often feedback on the previous lessons tasks. Your teacher will not wait for 

you to start the lesson 

 

• If you are absent from a lesson, it is your responsibility to catch up on the missed work. 

You will be expected to contact your teacher to ask for work and to use Edulink for 

homework.  

 

 

Deadlines and Submitting Work  
As with all your subjects, for every taught hour you are expected to be carrying out at 
least one extra hour of work. This could be finishing class/homework activities, creating 
revision resources, practicing exam questions and/or completing effective revision on 
previously learnt content. This means 8 hours a cycle of working on your A Level Business 
on top of taught lessons. You will be given a plan to help with your independent study. 
 

• Deadlines must be met. If you do not meet a deadline there are consequences such as 

being asked to use a non-timetabled lesson to complete the work with your teacher or 

contact home. 

 

• All homework will be posted on Edulink (including content where necessary and 

deadlines). Any issues with homework set should be addressed through contacting 

your teacher, ideally in person and before the deadline. 

 

• All work should be submitted in the format with which you will be assessed. For 

example, your work should be handwritten where possible as this enables you to 

practice writing for extended periods of time. 

 
Failure to meet any of these expectations to a satisfactory standard will result in 
consequences. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Student Perspectives 
What do people say about the course? 
 
“I wanted to gain an understanding of how businesses are run. A goal of mine is to run my 
own international business, so it helped me gain insight into what I might expect to deal 
with when running a business in the future. Studying it seems such a long time ago now! But 
I particularly enjoyed learning all the models and how they apply to real-life case studies. 
This was interesting because it allowed me to connect school work to the outside world.”  
 
“I was excited at the prospect of learning a new subject, having not studied it at GCSE level, 
and I especially enjoyed learning about marketing and the Ansoff Matrix. It also piqued an 
interest in the possibility of starting up a business of my own in the future.”  
 
“The workload was similar to other A-level subjects and I found it particularly interesting to 
learn about real-life examples across the whole specification. I prefer learning factual 
information and the Business course was perfect for that.”  
 
“I would take business because it teaches you real world situations and gives you an 
understanding of how some of the biggest businesses operate. 
The subject links well with other subjects and is most likely to be important for any job you 
do in the future. 
I have learnt a lot about how important business is and the wide variety of areas the course 
covers. This has helped me secure a job with one of the most successful businesses in the 
world as a degree apprentice, otherwise I may have taken another route.” 
 
 
 
Study tips from Y13 
 
“Keep up with your notes and folder from the beginning of year 12.  It makes life easier for 
revision.” 
 
“Make sure you know definitions of key words (always helpful for exam questions!) and also 
try to summarise topics just to reduce the amount of information you need to learn (for 
example typing up your own 'revision guides' from class notes and the textbooks so you 
have the key facts and it will help to make revision less overwhelming!)” 
 
“Learn the theory and how to write an essay and you’ll do well” 

“Try to work on remembering calculations from early in the course, using revision cards.” 
 
“Do as many practice questions as you can, best way to get better at essay structure.” 
 

 
 



 
 
Content AQA 
Year 12  
An introduction to key business areas: marketing, operations, finance and human resource 
management. This includes a special focus on decision making – particularly how decisions 
made in one area can affect the rest of the business.  
Topic 1 – What is business?  
Topic 2 – Managers, leadership and decision making  
Topic 3 – Decision making to improve marketing performance  
Topic 4 – Decision making to improve operational performance  
Topic 5 – Decision making to improve financial performance  
Topic 6 – Decision making to improve human resource performance 
 
 
Year 13  
An investigation of the strategic decisions that all businesses have to make.  
Topic 7 – Analysing the strategic position of a business  
Topic 8 – Choosing the strategic direction  
Topic 9 – Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies  
Topic 10 – Managing strategic change  
 
Assessment  
A-level assessment consists of three x 2 hour written exams taken at the end of the two-
year course. Each exam will be worth a third of the A-level. All three papers will draw on 
material from the whole course, and will feature a range of question styles including 
multiple choice questions, short answer questions, essay questions, data response 
questions and case studies. 
 
Please note- new info will be provided if the spec changes to Edexcel.  The course has 
similar content, but assessment arrangements differ slightly.  Please find info here 
Edexcel AS and A level Business 2015 | Pearson qualifications 
 
Additional Documents 
Read this course guide along with the following- 
 

1. Preparing For A Level Business- Compulsory Tasks (instructions) 
2. Preparing For A Level Business- Optional Business Investigation Task 
3. A Level Business Support Pack 
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