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Date Event or deadline 

October 2021 Sixth Form prospectus published  

October 14th 2021 Sixth Form Open Evening 

1st November 2021 Year 11 Mocks for Queensbury Academy Students 

30th November 2021 Initial Application Deadline  

April 2022 Option blocks finalised. Confirmation of Application 

May/June 2022 GCSE Examinations 

End of June  Sixth Form Induction days, (Possible, COVID Depending ) 

A chance to sample Sixth Form life and have taster lessons. 

25th August 2022 GCSE Examination results 

Staff available for advice on options 

September 2022 Enrol for courses 
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Subject Minimum Entry Requirements  

Applied Science  Science grade 4. 

Art  Art grade 5 recommended. 

Biology Two Sciences  grade 6 and Mathematics grade 6. 

Business  English and Mathematics grade 5. Business  grade 5 recommended.   

Chemistry Two Sciences grade 6 and Mathematics grade 6. 

Computer Science English and Mathematics  grade 5. Computer Science is an advantage . 

Criminology     English grade 4.  

English Language and 

Literature. 
English Language or English Literature grade 5. 

English Literature English Language and English Literature grade 5. 

Fashion and Textiles Design & Technology grade 4 recommended. 

French French grade 5. 

Geography English and Mathematics grade 5. Geography grade 5 recommended. 

Geology Two Sciences  grade 6 and Mathsematics grade 6. 

Government and Politics English grade 5.  

Health & Social Care No specific entry requirements  

History English grade 5. History grade 5 recommended.  

Hospitality  
   English grade 4. A merit in Hospitality or a grade 5 in Food Preparation and            
   Nutrition recommended. 

Law English grade 5. 

Mathematics Mathematics grade 7.  

Further Mathematics Mathematics grade 8 . 

Media  English grade 4. Media grade 4 recommended. 

Media (Film Studies) English and Mathematics grade 4 

Music Performance 
Level  2  Merit  or GCSE grade 4 and the ability to play a musical  instrument to Grade 
Four standard. If you do not have a formal music qualification, then an audition can be 
held (or portfolio/demo submitted) to determine if the course is appropriate for you. 

Music Technology 
Level 2 pass  or GCSE grade 4 and the ability to play a musical  instrument to Grade 
Four standard. If you do not have a formal music qualification, then an audition can be 
held (or portfolio/demo submitted) to determine if the course is appropriate for you. 

Performing Arts No specific entry requirements. 

Philosophy and Ethics     English grade 5. Ethics and Philosophy grade 5 recommended. 

Physical Education 
PE  grade 5 or Btec level 2 merit. If not taken at GCSE grade 5 in a  science. An ability 

and knowledge in 2 different sports. 

Physics Two Sciences grade 6 and Mathematics grade 6 

Product Design     English and Mathematics grade 4. Product Design grade 5 recommended. 

Psychology English, Mathematics and two Sciences  grade 4 

Travel and Tourism English grade 4  



 

 Page 14  

Subject Contact 
Applied  Science Ms A Williams  

Art Mrs Z McCabe 

Biology  Ms A Williams  

Business  Miss L  Hunton 

Chemistry Mr P Holbrook 

Computer Science  Mrs A McQuade  

Criminology Miss M Hart 

English Language and Literature (Joint course) Miss K Gauci 

English Literature Miss K Gauci 

Fashion & Textiles Ms V Cinato  

French  Ms S Ogunseitan 

Geography Ms S Hudd 

Geology Ms S Hudd 

Government & Politics Mr M O’Rourke 

Health & Social Care  Mr D Moffatt 

History Mr M O’Rourke 

Hospitality  Mr F McLean 

Law Miss M Hart 

Maths and Further Mathematics Mr A Bird 

Media Miss N Fountain  

Media (Film Studies) Miss N Fountain 

Music Performance, Music Technology Mr A Jackson 

Performing Arts  Miss S Bolton 

Philosophy and Ethics Mrs L Ogunbiyi 

Physical Education Mr M Gurney 

Physics Mr P Holbrook 

Product Design Ms V Cinato / Miss C Bacon 

Psychology Ms R Honeyford 

Travel & Tourism Miss L Hunton 
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Applied Science  

Exam Board: Edexcel (BTEC) 

This course is suitable for anyone who is planning to enter work directly or wishes to proceed to Higher Education.  After 

completing the course, students can pursue careers in areas such as hospital laboratory work, food science, scientific 

research, and health-related professions. 

This two year course is a nationally recognised qualification equivalent to one grade A*- E at A Level. 

The teaching for the course will involve a mixture of lecturing, practical work, personal research, group research, 

discussion, and visits to local businesses.   The course covers a broad range of science and scientific techniques. 

 

Course Structure 

The mandatory units provide a general understanding of the main areas of the scientific disciplines and help you to 

develop a range of practical skills through experimental work.  The course is assessed through a combination of external 

exams and coursework. 

 

Units to be studied 

• Principals and applications of Science (Examined) 

• Science investigation skills (Examined) 

• Practical science procedures & techniques 

• One other optional unit 

 

Entry Requirements 

Grade 4 GCSE Science. (5 recommended) 

 

The course involves a high level of independent work and research in the production of assignments. Since 2016 new 

assessment structures have been introduced which mean that students undertaking BTEC subjects must be able to work to 

a stated schedule. This means that students must have an ability to pace themselves and submit assignments to a strict 

deadline. 
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Art Unendorsed 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
The unendorsed route will enable students to explore a range of two or three dimensional approaches to their studies, 
either as freestanding or related experiences. Work produced for this qualification will demonstrate the use of formal 
elements and creative skills, and give visual form to thinking, feeling, observation, design and ideas. Students will show 
evidence of trying to extend their own and others' ways of seeing the world. Students will use the visual language of the 
discipline sensitively and thoughtfully to support their intentions. 
 
Modules Studied 
In year 12, students will complete a coursework unit initially focusing on the formal elements and use of media and 
process. This will lead into a thematic project where they can further develop their own ideas towards a personal outcome. 
As part of the coursework component of the A Level, students will produce an in- depth contextual study, including an 
extended essay on a chosen area of art. This will underpin much of the content of the second year, as well as helping 
deepen the students’ artistic identity. An       externally set assignment will complete the course. All students will generate 
original ideas based on a theme, developing and refining work towards a range of personal outcomes.  

 

Assessment Arrangements 
All work will be assessed internally and externally moderated.  
A Level: 60% coursework and 40% externally set assignment (including a 15 hour timed exam and supporting preparation 
work). 
 
Entry Requirements 
Grade 5 or above in Art if studied at GCSE 
 
Career Links 
Art is a fantastic subject to take in Higher Education. Students sometimes go on to do a foundation course before 
progressing to a full degree course. This is a further opportunity to try a wide range of processes, before deciding on an 
area of specialism. 
 
Studying Art can lead to a huge range of careers, including fine artist, gallery curator, graphic artist,  illustrator, interior 
designer, advertising and marketing, photography fashion and jewellery design,  window dresser, art historian, teacher, 
architect, art therapist, theatre, costume and set design, model maker, computer graphic designer...to name just a few.  
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Biology 

Exam Board: OCR  Biology A                                                            
 
A Level Biology A will encourage learners to:  
• develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to each other  
• develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods  
• develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem solving skills  
• develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers 
associated with the subject  

• understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the 
economy and society.  
 
Modules to be Studied 

Content is divided into six teaching modules:  

• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in biology 

• Module 2 – Foundations in biology 

• Module 3 – Exchange and transport 

• Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease 

• Module 5 – Communication, homeostasis and energy 

• Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems  
 

• Paper 1 assesses the content from Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5  

• Paper 2 assesses the content from Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6  

• Paper 3 assesses the content from Modules 1 to 6.  

Assessment Arrangements 

Biological processes 2 hrs 15 mins Written paper (37% of total A Level) 
Biological diversity   2 hrs 15 mins Written paper (37% of total A Level) 

Unified biology  1 hr 30 mins Written paper (26% of total A Level) 

Practical endorsement in biology (Non-exam assessment) (Reported separately) 
 
Entry Requirements: 

GCSE Grade 6 or above  in Maths and grade 6 in Combined Science OR the Triple Sciences  
 
Career links 

An A level in Biology opens up doors to a range of courses  such as medicine and dentistry, or environmental science and 

exercise physiology. Whatever your career plans an A level in Biology shows you can think analytically and work 

methodically to solve problems.  
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Business  

Exam Board: AQA  
 
The course is designed to engage students through topics and issues that are relevant in today’s society.  Students will 
study contemporary issues such as digital technology and business ethics as well as globalisation through the course.  You 
will need to develop knowledge and skills needed to analyse data, think critically about issues and make informed 
decisions—all crucial for further study and employment. 
 
Course content and Assessment Arrangements 
 
Year 12 

• What is business? 

• Managers, leadership and decision making 

• Decision making to improve:  marketing, operations, finance and HR performance 
 
Year 13 

• Analysing the business’ strategic position 

• Choosing strategic direction 

• Managing strategic change 
 

 
 
Entry Requirements 
There is no requirement to have studied a Business/Economics related subject at GCSE to study the subject at ‘A’ level.  
However, if Business has been studied previously, students will require at least a grade 5 at GCSE level. Students also 
require a grade 5 in Mathematics and English GCSE. 
 
Career Links 
Business can be studied successfully alongside many other subjects and, as a result, career  opportunities open to those 
who have studied the subject can be wide ranging.  Students can follow many degree-based courses or alternatively they 
may choose business apprenticeships or enter advertising, banking, accounting and marketing, amongst other careers.  

Component 1: 
Business 1 
Written Paper 

33.3% 2 hours 
100 marks - 15 MCQs worth 1 mark each, short 
answer questions worth 35 marks, 2 extended 
answer questions (each out of a choice of 2) 
worth 25 marks each 

Component 2: 
Business 2 
Written Paper 

33.3% 2 hours 
100 marks – 3 data response questions each 
worth approx. 33 marks 

Component 3: 
Business 3 
Written Paper 

33.3% 2 hours 
100 marks – one case study consisting of six        
questions 
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Chemistry 

Exam Board: OCR   Chemistry A                                                           

A Level Chemistry will give you an exciting insight into the contemporary world of chemistry. It covers the key concepts of 
chemistry and practical skills are integrated throughout the course. This combination of academic challenge and practical 
focus makes the prospect of studying A Level Chemistry highly appealing. 
 
You will learn about chemistry in a range of different contexts and the impact it has on industry and many aspects of 
everyday life. You will learn to investigate and solve problems in a range of contexts. 
 
Modules to be studied 
 
Content is dividing into six teaching modules: 
 
• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry 
• Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry 
• Module 3 – Periodic table and energy 
• Module 4 – Core organic chemistry 
• Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements 
• Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis 
 
• Paper 1 assesses the content from Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5  
• Paper 2 assesses the content from Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6  
• Paper 3 assesses the content from Modules 1 to 6.  

 

Assessment Arrangements 

Periodic table, elements and physical chemistry.  (2 hrs 15 mins) Written paper (37% of total A level) 
Synthesis and analytical techniques  (2 hrs 15 mins) Written paper (37% of total A Level) 

Unified chemistry  (1 hr 30 mins) Written paper (26% of total A Level) 

Practical endorsement in chemistry* (Non exam assessment) (Reported separately) 

 

Entry Requirements 

GCSE Grade 6 or above  in Maths and Combined Science OR the Triple Sciences. 

 

Career Links  

A Level Chemistry A is an excellent base for a university degree in healthcare such as medicine, pharmacy and dentistry as 

well as the biological sciences, physics, mathematics, pharmacology and analytical    chemistry.  There are a range of career 

opportunities including chemical manufacturing and pharmaceutical industries and in areas such as forensics, 

environmental protection and healthcare. 
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Computer Science 

Examination Board:  OCR 

 
Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in the classroom to real-
world systems. It is an intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement, that can look at the natural 
world through digital eyes.  The courses places high value on computational thinking, helping students to develop the skills 
to solve problems, design systems and   understand the power and limits of human and machine intelligence.  
 

Modules to be studied  

 
Unit 1—Computer systems  and principles 
Types of programming languages. Data types, representation and structures. Exchanging data and web technologies. 
Following algorithms. Using Boolean algebra. Legal, moral and ethical issues.  
 
Unit 2- Algorithms and Programming  
Section A  
Traditional questions concerning computational thinking.  Elements of computational thinking . Programming and problem 
solving. Pattern recognition, abstraction and decomposition. Algorithm design and efficiency. Standard algorithms.  
Section B  
There will be a scenario/task contained in the paper, which could be an algorithm or a text page-based task, which will 
involve problem solving.  
 
Unit 3—Programming project  
Students will analyse a problem, design a solution, implement the solution and give a thorough evaluation.  
 

Assessment Arrangements 

Units 1 and 2: One written examination for each unit. 

Unit 3: Programming project. Internally assessed, externally moderated. 

 

Entry Requirements 
English and Maths grade 5 or better.  GCSE Computer Science is an advantage. 

 

Career Links 
This course is one of very high standards and will demonstrate to any university that a student has the ability to think 
logically (computational thought).  Students will be well prepared for studying Computer Science at a higher level;  and 
they will also be prepared with a good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical 
skills, such as Law, Medicine, Architecture. 
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Criminology 

Exam board  WJEC 

This is the Advanced Diploma in Criminology (L3) 

Criminology is the scientific study of crime and criminals. In year 12, you will study sociological theories of crime as well as 

how crime is perceived in society and the impact of the media and crime statistics. In year 13, you will     investigate the 

different techniques used in a criminal investigation such as forensics, policing and the judiciary  process. You will also 

consider the effectiveness of different strategies used to reduce criminality from custodial sentences and the impact of 

community orders.  

 

Course content  

Students will cover four units in their studies. Units 1 and 2 will be taught in Y12, and 3 and 4 in Y13 

Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime – this will demonstrate understanding of the different types of crime,  influences on 

perceptions of crime and why some crimes are unreported. 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories – this unit will allow learners to gain an understanding of why people commit crime, 

drawing on what they have learnt from unit 1 

Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom – this unit will provide an understanding of the criminal justice system from the moment 

a crime has been identified to the verdict 

Unit 4: Crime and Punishment – learners will apply their understanding of the awareness of criminality,  criminological 

theories and the process of bringing an accused to court 

How will it be assessed? 

Units 1 and 3 are assessed through controlled assessment, whilst units 2 and 4 are assessed through examination. All units 

are worth an equal weighting (25%) 

 

Course entry requirements  

Grade 4 or higher in GCSE English  (Language or Literature) 

 

Career links 

Studying Criminology will help you gain access to a wide range of higher education courses including Criminology, 

Psychology, Sociology and Law.  The qualification also provides students with valuable skills and understanding that can 

lead to a career in a number of areas, such as journalism, law, social work, and education. 
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English Language and 
Literature 

Exam Board: AQA 
                   
A challenging and engaging course, which allows students to explore a wide range of prose, drama and poetry, as well as 
providing the opportunity for them to explore their own connections across diverse texts, and develop their own creative 
writing and critical skills. 
 
The course builds on the literary approaches students have explored at GCSE, introducing them to a wide range of 
linguistic concepts and methods to explore the construction of texts. This includes looking at conversation theory, and how 
and why language is used verbally as well as in the written context. It also includes exploring how language has been 
affected by the change in communication—including blogs, podcasts and advertisements. 
 
To succeed in this course, you should be prepared to work independently and have an interest in reading a variety of types 
of text, both whole and extracts.  
 
The course consists of  3 units: 
 
Unit One: Telling Stories. 
This unit is assessed through a 3 hour examinations. It is made up of three components. 
a. Remembered Places—a comparative response using the Anthology to explore how two different writers present 

ideas about Paris on a linked theme.  
b. Imagined Worlds—an extract based, open book question which allows students to explore a literary text (novel) 

and how the author creates the fantasy world of the book. At present this is the Lovely Bones by Alice Seabold. 
c. Poetic voices—explore how poets present their ideas and world views in one printed poem, and  
 another of their choice. This is an open book component. At present this is Carol Ann Duffy.  
 
Unit Two: Exploring Conflict. 
This unit is assessed through a 2 hour 30 minute open book examination. It is made up of two components  
a. Writing about Society—students study a text, and then undertake their own creative response to the text and 

accompanying commentary. The current text is The Great Gatsby.  
b. Dramatic Encounters—students will explore how writers present conflict in their texts, both through literary and 

linguistic aspects. The current text is A Street Car Named Desire. 
 
Unit Three: Making Connections NEA. 
This is a coursework unit, which takes the form of an investigation of between 2500 and 3000 words into the connections 
between two texts of their choice. One text must be a literary fiction choice, and the other non literary. The connections 
can be wide ranging and allow students to focus in on their own interests. We have had body image, mental health, travel,  
immigration, science fiction, and the language of power explored to name but a few. 
 
 
Entry Requirements 
To be accepted on this course students are requires to have achieved at least a 5 grade at GCSE English Language or GCSE 
English Literature.  
 
 
Career links  
A versatile qualification recognised by all universities for its rigour and relevance to the skills required in the workplace.  
We have had students move to careers in education, law, sports studies, physiotherapy, medicine and more. 
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English Literature 

Exam Board: AQA         

This course aims to develop your interest in English Literature through reading widely, critically and independently across 

different genres.  You will explore a range of exciting and challenging literary texts, including poetry, prose and drama from 

Shakespeare to the modern day. You will develop your skills of analysis and explore the ways that writers create meaning. 

You will also learn how to construct logical and coherent arguments, as well as learning ways to respond to critical views. 

To succeed on this course, you will need to enjoy reading and analysing a wide variety of literary fiction and non-fiction. 

 

The course consists of three units: 

Component 1 - Love Through The Ages. 3 hour written examination worth 40% of the qualification.  

Students will study three texts based on the theme of Love and how it is presented through time in a range of genres. This 

includes one Shakespeare play (The Taming of the Shrew), one prose text (The Great Gatsby) and an AQA pre—1900 

Anthology of Love Poetry through time.   

Component 2 – Texts in Shared Contexts; World War One and its Aftermath. 2 1/2 hour written examination worth 40% 

of the qualification.  

Students will study a range of poetry, prose and drama from World War One and its aftermath, exploring and analysing 

how the writers convey a range of themes from the time period.  Current texts studied are: The poetry of Wilfred Owen, 

The Wipers Times and Regeneration.  

Component 3 – An Independent Critical Study: Texts across Time.  

Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) worth 20% of the qualification. 2500 words.  Students will write a comparative critical study 

of two texts. One text must be written before 1900 and will de studied together as a class, the second text is students’ 

choice. They may also choose their own question and area of focus. We have had power, women, identity, society to name 

but a few.  

 

Entry Requirements 

To be accepted on this course students are required to have achieved at least a grade 5 at GCSE English Language and 

GCSE English Literature.  

 

Career links  

A versatile qualification recognised by all universities for its rigour and relevance to the skills required in the workplace. 

Students could move on to careers in, education, law, journalism, advertising, writing  and more.  
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Fashion and Textiles  

Exam Board: AQA A-Level Art and Design (Textiles) 

This two- year A Level course is aimed at learners who wish to develop the necessary creative and  technical skills required 

to progress onto Higher Education or a career in the Fashion or Design Industries. Students will produce practical and 

critical/contextual work in one or more areas of study, for example: fashion design, fashion textiles, costume design, digital 

textiles, printed and/or dyed fabrics and materials, domestic textiles, wallpaper, interior design, constructed textiles, art 

textiles and installed textiles. 

Areas of study  

Students are required to work in one or more area(s) of textile design, such as those listed below. They may explore 

overlapping areas and combinations of areas: 

• fashion design  

• fashion textiles 

• costume design 

• digital textiles 

• printed and/or dyed fabric and materials 

• domestic textiles and wallpaper  

• interior design 

• constructed textiles 

• art textiles 

• installed textiles. 

All students will compile a creative portfolio for university or industry, showcasing a range of skills. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Grade 4 GCSE in Design and Technology is preferable but not essential.  

 

Assessment—Year 12  

Project One – Decades      

Students will focus on a decade of choice; creating a sketchbook of work that explores design and textile techniques 

associated with this chosen decade. 

Project Two – Personal 

Designers will often use the catwalk/media to promote awareness of a social/environmental issue.       Students will use 

their position as a designer to research and explore a social/environmental issue; creating a portfolio of design ideas, 

textile techniques and final product.  

2000-word essay required to support the work shown in the portfolio.       
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Fashion and Textiles  

Continued 

 

Year 13  

There is synoptic assessment in both components of the A-level that provide stretch and challenge opportunities for 

students as follows: 

Personal Project   Sept – February  

In Component 1, students develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or theme leading to a finished outcome or a 

series of related finished outcomes. Practical elements should make connections with some aspect of contemporary or 

past practice of artist(s), designer(s), photographers or craftspeople and       include written work of no less than 1000 and 

no more than 3000 words which supports the practical work. 

Exam – Theme choices set by AQA   February – May  

In Component 2, students respond to a stimulus, provided by AQA, to produce work which provides      evidence of their 

ability to work independently within specified time constraints, developing a personal and meaningful response which 

addresses all the assessment objectives and leads to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.  

 

Assessment Arrangements 

All work will be assessed internally and externally moderated.  

A Level: 60% coursework and 40% externally set assignment (including a 15 - hour timed exam and supporting preparation 

work) 

 

Career Links 

Fashion Design, Fashion Illustration, Fashion Journalism, Styling, Promotion, Marketing, Advertising,   Fashion Buyer, 

Fashion Manufacturer, Interior Designer, Jewellery Designer, Interior Architect, Freelance Designer, Magazine Artwork 

Designer, Exhibition/Display Design, Footwear Designer, Surface Design, Stage Designer, Costume Design. 
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French 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

At ‘A’ level all five language skills - Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing and Translation have to be developed.  Students 

will be learning vocabulary and grammar on a weekly basis.  

Learning will be interactive, including presentations and debates in the foreign language. Authentic resources will be used 

such as articles from the press, films, and recordings from TV programmes, the  radio or the internet. Through social, 

intellectual and cultural themes learners will be able to develop their linguistic knowledge and cultural understanding of 

the countries or communities where the language is spoken. An opportunity to study francophone literature, film and 

music will allow learners to undertake a deeper analysis of language structures and increase their cultural awareness as 

part of an integrated approach to language learning.  A strong focus is placed on building learners' confidence and fluency 

in spoken French using relevant and topical themes. The requirement to research an area of personal interest related to 

the country or countries where the language of study is spoken aims to enhance learners' cultural appreciation and enable 

them to gain a greater awareness of intercultural differences. 

In the course of Year 12 we aim to offer students the opportunity to take part in a trip abroad, during which they would 

immerse themselves in the culture and language of the country they are visiting.  

Modules to be Studied 

 

Entry Requirements 

Students need to have achieved at least a grade 5 in French at GCSE. 

Career Links 

The A level specification equips students with many transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, 

critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further study or to 

employment. Former students have gone on to employment in marketing, journalism, tourism, scientific research, 

medicine, teaching, law, the leisure industry and many more. 

Year 12– Modules Year 13– Modules 

-Family structures, traditional and modern values, 
relationships 

- Youth trends, issues and personal 

identity 

- Educational and employment 

opportunities 

- Regional culture and heritage in France, 

- French-speaking countries and 

communities 

- Literature, art, film and music in the French 
speaking world 

- Migration and integration 

- Cultural  identity and marginalisation 

- Discrimination and diversity 

- From June 1940 May 1945 (occupation, liberation 
and end of world War II 

- The cultural dimension (théâtre, cinéma littérature) 

- Repercussions for modern day France 
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Geography 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

The Geography course covers a range of both human and physical Geography units. It focuses upon the Geographical 
issues that are shaping our world today and developing the research skills needed to  understand and manage these issues 
successfully.  It is expected that students choosing this course will attend a residential fieldtrip to complete the 
independent investigation section of the course. 

 

Modules to be studied and Assessment Arrangements 

This two year course consists of four ‘Areas of Study’ 

 

Unit 1– Dynamic Landscapes: Written Examination (2 hrs 15 mins) 30% of the A2 qualification  

• Tectonic Processes and Hazards  

• Coastal Landscapes and Change 

• The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity  

• The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security  

 

Unit 2 – Dynamic Places: Written Examination (2 hrs 15 mins) 30% of the A2 qualification  

• Globalisation  

• Regenerating Places  

• Superpowers 

• Migration, Identity and Sovereignty  

 

Unit 3 – (2 hr 15 minutes) 20% of qualification of A2 qualification based on resource booklet that contain information 
about the geographical issues. 

 

Unit 4: Independent Investigation  

Non-examined assessment, 20% of qualification, an investigation report that is internally assessed and externally 
moderated. 3000- 4000 words. 

 

The course will be assessed at the end of the two years through three external examinations and one independent 
investigation.  

 

Entry Requirements 

GCSE a grade 5 or better in Maths and English Language.  If students have studied Geography they need to have achieved a 
grade 5 or better. 

 

Career Links 

Geography is an excellent subject to take in Higher Education.  Students who study Geography are recognised as being 
capable of skilled data analysis and presentation coupled with effective communication skills.  Geography students often 
find employment in Advertising, Education, Environmental Management, Financial Services, Law, Marketing, Retailing, 
Sales or the Social and Health Services. 
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Geology 

Exam Board: OCR 

The Geology A Level course allows learners to assimilate a toolkit of geological skills and concepts before developing their 

understanding through study of geological principals and application to relevant real-life contexts. 

Modules to be studied 

Assessment 

Comprises three examinations and competencies in practical geology. 

• Paper 1 – Fundamentals of Geology 41% 

• Paper 2 – Scientific Literacy in Geology 37% 

• Paper 3 – Practical Skills in Geology 22% 

• Practical Endorsement in Geology 

Entry Requirements 

GCSE Grade 6 or above in Maths and Combined Science OR the Triple Sciences. 

Compulsory residential, four days field work is a requirement. 

Practical Endorsement in Geology 

Career Links 

There are many careers available to Geologists in fields including Environmental Geology and Geoscience, Pollution 

Control, and Geotechnical Engineering. Potential employers include environmental agencies and consultancies; 

oil, gas, petroleum, groundwater, civil engineering and construction companies; nuclear research bodies and 

commissions; waste management agencies; government organisations and museums. 

Module Content 

Module 1 – Development 
of practical skills in 
geology 

• Practical skills assessed in a written examination 
• Practical skills assessed in the Practical Endorsement 
• Practical skills developed through fieldwork and assessed in a written examination 

Module 2 – Foundations 
in geology 

• Minerals and rocks 
• Fossils and time 

Module 3 – Global 
tectonics 
  

• Earth structure 
• Plate tectonics 
• Geological structures 

Module 4 – Interpreting 
the past 

• Sedimentary environments in time 
• Geochronology 

Module 5 – Petrology 
and economic geology 
  

• Applied sedimentology 
• Fluids and geological processes 
• Igneous petrology 
• Metamorphic petrology 
• Mining geology 

Module 6 – Geohazards • Geohazards 
• Engineering geology 

Module 7 – Basin analysis • Key concepts for basin analysis 
• Basin analysis in practice 
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Government and Politics 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

This course, reflects the demands of a truly modern and evolving political  

Environment.  It will enable you to develop an understanding of politics both in the UK and globally and the concepts, 

ideologies and institutions which underpin it.   

 

You will study: 

 

• Unit 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas 

Democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour and the media,  

As well as core Ideologies such as; conservatism, liberalism, socialism. 

 

• Unit 2: UK Government and Non-core Political Ideas 

The Constitution, Parliament, Prime Ministerial and executive, relationships between the branches of the role of Judges in 

the political system and the UKs relationship with the EU 

Our non core ideology to study nationalism and the differing strands of this political concept. 

 

• Unit 3: Comparative Politics 

This is about the international system and international relations topics such as; sovereignty and            globalisation, global 

governance, human rights, global warming and the environment, types of power, regionalism and the European Union, as 

well as the core ideas of liberalism in international relations.  

 

Assessment 

Assessment internally is on going and will include a Year 12 mock exam. External assessment is only in year 13 and will 

involve students taking 3 written exams each lasting 2 hours.  The exams will involve  

extended writing and the ability to use source material in support of a written answer. 

 

Entry Requirements 

The minimum requirement for this course is English GCSE at grade 5 or better. 

 

Career Links 

Government and Politics is an excellent choice for a wide range of careers.  An ‘A’ level in this subject will equip you for 

careers not just in politics but also in management, retail, accountancy, banking,  journalism and other professions.  Its 

natural partner subjects are History, Philosophy and Ethics,  Law and English. Law students will also find it advantages to 

study the UKs political system.  
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Health and Social Care  

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel (BTEC) 

This course is suitable for anyone who is planning to enter work directly or wishes to proceed to Higher Education. After 

completing the course, students can pursue careers in areas such as hospitals, care homes or any child care area. 

 

This two year course is a nationally recognised qualification equivalent to  A-Level . The teaching for the course will involve 

a mixture of learning styles involving Group work and computer based  learning . The course covers a broad range of areas 

in the Health and Social Care sector. 

 

Course Structure 

The units provide a general understanding of the main areas of the Health and Social Care disciplines and help you to 

develop a range of skills through class activities and Computer work.  The course is assessed through a combination of 

coursework and externally assessed exams. 

 

Units to be studied include 

• Human Lifespan Development, Health and Social Care  Services and Values, Health and Wellbeing,  

• diet, social interaction, lifestyle and many more.   

 

Entry Requirements 

 GCSE’s (4 recommended) 

 

The course involves a highly supportive learning environment, preparing students to then work independently on 

assignments and an externally based exam. Since 2016 new assessment structures have been introduced which mean that 

students undertaking BTEC subjects must be able to work to a stated schedule. This means that students must have an 

ability to pace themselves and submit assignments to a strict deadline, however students will receive a lot of support 

preparing for those assignments. Health and Social care study can lead to a diverse range of workplace opportunities          

including Nursing, Care homes and Teaching to name but a few. 
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History 

Exam Board: AQA 
 
This two-year course is based on a Breadth Study (Component 1), a Depth Study (Component 2) and a Non Examined 
Historical Investigation (NEA) (Component 3).  
 
Modules to be studied 
The Breadth Study unit allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and  
consequence. The whole unit takes as its focus ‘The Quest for Political Stability: Germany, 1871-1991’. The Year 12 part of 
this unit will consider the ‘Empire to Democracy, 1871-1929’ period in Germany. 
In Year 13 students will continue the Breadth Study unit by focusing on ‘The Impact of Nazism, War and Division, 1929-
1991’. 
 
The Depth Study unit allows students to study a period of major change in depth, focusing on key ideas, events and 
developments. The unit takes as a focus ‘The English Revolution 1625 - 1660’ . The Year 12 part of this unit will consider 
the origins of the English Civil War 1625 - 1642. In Year 13 students will continue the Depth Study unit by focusing on 
radicalism, republic and restoration 1642 - 1660. 
 
Also in Year 13 students will undertake a NEA (Non Examined Assessment or coursework) unit , based on Russia in the 19th 
and 20th Centuries. Within this unit students will choose an area of study of their own but be guided on which questions 
are acceptable.  
 
Assessment Arrangements 
Assessment will take place at the end of Year 13: 
Component 1 (Germany): 2 hour 30 minute exam (40% of final grade) 
Component 2 (Stuart England): 2 hour 30 minute exam (40% of final grade) 
Component 3 (Russia): 4500 word teacher-assessed coursework essay (20% of final grade) 
 
Entry Requirements 
Grade 5 or higher in English GCSE. 
If students have studied GCSE History they need to have achieved a grade 5 or higher. 
 
Career Links 
The skills of source evaluation, analysis and cross-referencing help students to think independently and express 
themselves. Thus History is a qualification which is respected by both employers and higher  education institutions. With 
such skills students can enter a range of careers including law, journalism, broadcasting, personnel, banking, the economy, 
teaching etc. 
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Hospitality & Catering  

Exam Board: Pearsons 

This is an exciting course, ideal for students who have a passion for practical cookery and an interest in working in the 

hospitality industry. This course is equivalent to an A level qualification. Students must complete both years to gain the 

Subsidiary Diploma accreditation. Students are assessed using a range of styles suited to vocational qualifications. All units 

are internally assessed and subject to external verification.  

 

Lesson structure and expectations  

The course is taught through skills-based practical lessons and theory lessons. Students will be expected to use private 

study time in addition to the guided learning hours for each unit. They will be expected to attend school events where 

refreshments are provided by the team to gain practical experience.  

 

The course offers you a chance to explore:  

• The hospitality industry  

• Principles of supervising customer service performance in hospitality, leisure, travel and tourism  

• Providing customer service in hospitality  

• Asian food  

• Contemporary world food 

• Planning and managing a hospitality event  

• Hospitality business enterprise  

 

Course requirements  

A grade 4 in English language, as well as a merit in Hospitality or a grade 5 in Food Preparation and Nutrition.  

 

Next steps 

 The food and drink sector is a large employer in the UK.  

 

Successful completion of the BTEC Subsidiary Diploma could lead to:  

• Direct entry into employment/apprenticeship within the hospitality and catering industry.  

• Undergraduate study e.g. events and hotel management.  

 

This course will also earn up to 140 points towards their UCAS entry for university 
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Law 

Exam board  OCR 

The A level combines the study of the key components of the legal system, such as how we make and amend laws both 

through Parliament and the Courts, how and why we sentence offenders and how civil law and claims work,  with more 

detailed exploration of three substantive areas of law: Criminal, Tort and Human Rights. Through the course, students will 

develop a detailed understanding of how the English Legal System works, as well as the ability to critically explore the core 

areas and their current interpretation. They will also be able to apply their learning to a range of scenarios, to determine 

the effect of the law on a fictional claimant or defendant.  

Course content  

The A level is made up of three papers. Each comprises a 2 hour examination and is made up of three elements. A short 

answer and discussion section; a two part problem scenario section and an evaluation essay section. 

1. Legal System and Tort Law 

2. Law Making and Criminal Law 

3. Further Law (the nature of law and Human Rights Law) 

Year 12 Curriculum:  

Students will begin by exploring how we make and interpret law, as well as how the Legal system operates. They will then 

explore the substantive area of Criminal Law, exploring what makes a crime, offences against a person, non fatal , property 

offences and general defences amongst others.  They will complete the year by starting to explore what is meant by 

liability within the area of Tort law, and the role of negligence.                                             

Year 13 Curriculum:  

Students will interleave revision of the Year 12 topics, with their full study of the law on Tort, including liability in 

negligence, and remedies before moving to final paper. This synoptic approach will focus on what the concept of law may 

actually mean and the theories of liabilities, concluding by focusing on final area of Human Rights, including the powers of 

the police and how we balance state and individual rights.  

 

Course entry requirements  

Grade 5 or higher in GCSE English   

 

Career links 

Law is an excellent subject to take in to higher education. By learning about legal rules and how and why they apply to real 

life, students also develop their analytical ability, decision making, critical thinking and problem-solving skills. All these 

skills are highly sought after by higher education and employers. This can progress on to University degrees in and around 

the subject of Law, including at Oxbridge and the Russell Group. Although a large number of our students choose to go on 

and study Law or Criminology at University, we have also had students progress to defence apprenticeships, science and 

maths degrees, physiotherapy and fashion design. It’s focus on the wider critical skills and understanding of the world 

around us support this breadth of options.   
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Mathematics 

Exam Board: Edexcel  

For some the study of Mathematics is an essential pre-requisite for Higher Education, for others it is a subject they have 

always enjoyed and excelled at.  One key aim of the course will be to encourage  students to develop a deeper 

understanding of Mathematics, to promote confidence and foster  enjoyment of the subject for its own intrinsic value.  It 

will develop students’ ability to reason logically, to generalise and to develop mathematical models.   

 

Content to be Studied  

The course is delivered over 2 years and focusses on both pure and applied mathematics, a brief outline of topics is shown 

in the table below. 

 

 

Assessment Arrangements 

3 exams, all 2 hours long of equal weighting and will be sat at the end of year 13. These consist of two Pure Mathematics 

papers and one paper combining the Statistics and Mechanics. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Students will be expected to have a minimum of GCSE grade 7 although students who achieve a grade 6 will be considered, 

following the higher tier. Students will be expected to complete some transition work over the summer holidays to give 

them specific preparation for the A Level. 

 

Career Links 

If you are considering University courses ‘A’ level Mathematics is essential for some degree options such as Physics, 

Computer Science and Engineering.  Other students may feel the Mathematics would complement other ‘A’ level subjects 

such as the Sciences, Geography and Social Sciences. 

 Pure Maths Statistics Mechanics 

Topics Covered • Proof 

• Algebra and functions 

• Coordinate geometry 

• Sequences and series 

• Trigonometry 

• Exponentials and 

logarithms 

• Differentiation 

• Integration 

• Numerical Methods 

• Vectors 

• Statistical sampling 

• Data presentation and 

interpretation 

• Probability 

• Statistical distributions 

• Statistical hypothesis 

testing  

• Quantities and units 

in mechanics 

• Kinematics 

• Forces and Newton’s 

Laws 

• Moments 
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Media Studies 

Exam Board: EDUQAS 
The course enables students to become involved in research, theories and ideas relating to the Media; to show evidence of 
independent study and to communicate effectively using media technology.  Students will be encouraged to develop a 
critical understanding of the media through engagement with media products and concepts and through the creative 
application of practical skills.  The purpose of the course is to enhance student’s enjoyment and appreciation of the media 
and its role in their daily lives. Students will study a range of media forms in terms of a theoretical framework which 
consists of media language, representation, media industries and audiences. The following forms are studied in depth: 

• Newspapers 

• Magazines 

• Television 

• Online, social and participatory media 

• Advertising and marketing 

• Film 

• Music videos 

• Radio 

• Video games  

 

Students will also produce a media artefact from a series of briefs for the NEA component.  This process involves 
progression from a pre-production to a more fully realised media product.  

 

The following Components are to be studied: 

Component 1: Media Products, Industries and Audiences 

Students will develop knowledge and understanding of media language and representation – as an essential basis for 
analysing media products from a variety of forms.  Students will also explore how media products relate to their social, 
cultural, historical, political and economic contexts. In this component, learners will develop their ability to use relevant 
subject-specific terminology and theories. 

Component 2: Media Forms and Products in Depth 

Students are required to study three media forms in depth, exploring all areas of the theoretical framework - media 
language, representation, media industries and audiences. The forms to be studied in depth are television, magazines, 
blogs and websites. Students will explore these three media forms through close analysis of the set products, comparing 
their use of media language and the representations they offer in relation to relevant social, cultural, economic, political 
and historical contexts. 

Component 3: Cross-Media Production (Non-exam assessment) 

In this component, students are required to apply their knowledge and understanding of media language, representation, 
audiences, media industries and the digitally convergent nature of the media in an individual production for an intended 
audience. The production must be based on two media forms and completed in response to a choice of briefs set by the 
exam board. The set production briefs will change every year.  The precise requirements of the set briefs will differ each 
year and learners will be required to create a  production for a different intended audience and industry context. 

 

Assessment Arrangements 

Component 1 and 2 are externally assessed written exams. 70% 

Component 3 NEA is internally assessed and externally moderated by the exam board. 30% 

 

Entry Requirements 

A grade 4 or better at GCSE level in English and 4 in Media (if you studied this course). 

 

Career Links 

Media Studies prepares students for careers in a range of technical and creative roles.  

Students can also follow degree-based courses. 
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(Media) Film Studies 

Exam Board:  OCR 

The course enables students to study films for a range of eras and genres. Students will study major movements in the film 
industry. Students will also produce either a 10 minute screenplay or a 5 minute short film chosen from a series of briefs 
for the NEA component. This process involves progression from a pre-production to a more fully realised film product.  

 

The following components are to be studied: 

Component 1: Film History 

Learners will develop knowledge of film form through the study of at least three US set films from:  

• The Silent Era 
• 1930—1960 
• 1961—1990 
 

Learners will also study set films from two major European film movements or stylistic developments:  

• Experimental film (European surrealist film) and either 

• German expressionism or 

• French new wave 

 

Component 2: Critical Approaches to Film 

Learners will further develop knowledge and understanding of key critical approaches to film and of narrative, genre, 
representations and spectatorship. Learners must study at least one set film from each of the categories below:  

• Contemporary British  
• Contemporary US  
• Documentary  
• Non-European non-English language 
• English language (non-US)  
• US Independent  
 

Component 3: Making Short Film (Non-exam assessment) 

Learners must study one compilation of short British fiction films. Learners have the opportunity to demonstrate 
knowledge, understanding and skills through:  

• The production of a 5 minute short film or 

• A 10 minute screenplay for a short film (incorporating a digitally photographed storyboard) and An evaluative 
analysis of the production in relation to professionally produced set short films.  

 

Assessment Arrangements 

Component 1—An externally assessed 2 hour written exam worth 35%.  (105 marks ) 

Component 2—An externally assessed 2 hour written exam worth 35%. (105 marks) 

Component 3—NEA is internally assessed and externally moderated by the exam board. 30% (90 marks) 

 

Entry Requirements 

A grade 4 or better at GCSE level in English and a grade 4 in Media Studies (if you studied this course).   

 

Career Links 

Film Studies prepares students for careers in a range of technical and creative roles—such as screenwriter, cameraperson, 
editor, script writer, director, film critic, actor, writer and producer. 

The qualification can lead on to degree-based courses in higher education. 
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Music Performance 

Exam Board: RSL Qualification (Rock School) Level 3, Music Practitioner Diploma Course 

The course is accessible to all musicians as there is no requirement to play in a specific style. You will have control, guided 

by your teachers, of the pieces that you will use as evidence of your repertoire and musical abilities. The assessment 

evidence includes live music events, a demo CD, a music video, rehearsal logs, website creation and promotion, along with 

other available modules. The RSL performance course is a single option.   

For the single course (1.5 A level equivalent) 

  

Live Music Performance Pathway: 

• Leading music making activities  

• Solo Composition  

• Rehearsal Skills & Live Music Performance (FMP)  

• Music performance to camera  

• Studio sound recording  

• Planning for a Career in Music  

• Optional units available including: Copyright law, session musician, instrument development, selling recorded music 

and many more!  

Coursework What do I have to do for coursework and when? Is coursework completed at home or in lessons? How 

much is there?   

 

Students have to complete 90 credits to be awarded the Level 3 diploma. All units undertaken will require written 

evidence, as well as practical tasks; the practical tasks will always be an audio recording, video or  a live performance. The 

written tasks require students to plan, prepare and evaluate in order to demonstrate thorough understanding of the 

learning process. The course is music industry-based, so units are intended to be varied to ensure that all possible career 

options can be considered.  

 

Entry Requirements 

General A level requirements plus you need to have at least a Grade/Level 4 in GCSE music and be able to sing or play your 

instrument to at least a Grade 4 standard.  If you do not have a formal music qualification, then an audition can be held (or 

portfolio/demo submitted) to determine if the course is appropriate for you. Speak to Mr Jackson for more details.  

Assessment Arrangements 

The whole course is portfolio-based, so every unit is formally assessed at the end of each half term. The Rehearsal Skills 

and Live Music Performance unit (30 credits) is the final major project and is a performance held in Year 13 and externally 

assessed by RSL Awards. The written portfolio can be continually amended to ensure students achieve highly.  

Career Links 

This Level 3 Diploma is ideal for students who want to study popular music performance, commercial music or studio 

engineering at university. The course is designed to prepare students to work in the music industry or to pursue music 

further at degree-level.  
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Music Technology 

Exam Board: RSL Qualification (Rock School) Level 3, Technology Pathway Diploma Course 

The course is accessible to all students with an interest in Music Technology. There is no requirement to play a     

traditional instrument, but students should be able to create music using technology and should have a firm         

understanding of music and music technology. The assessment evidence includes live sound recording and sound 

reinforcement along with evidence from many other exciting modules. The RSL Technology course is a single option.   

For the single course (1.5 A level equivalent) 

Music Technology Pathway: 

• Recording techniques, studio and sound design.  

• Composing for Film, Documentaries, Adverts, TV, Interactive media   

• Using a DAW 

• Live sound engineering (FOH and Monitors)  

• Lighting for music events 

• Studio audio mixing and mastering   

• Stage management  

• Planning for a career in the music industry. 

• Many additional optional units available to suit individual strengths and aspirations.  

 

Coursework What do I have to do for coursework and when? Is coursework completed at home or in lessons? How 

much is there?   

Students have to complete 90 credits to be awarded the Level 3 diploma. All units undertaken will require written 

evidence, as well as practical tasks; the practical tasks will always be an audio recording or video. The written tasks require 

students to plan, prepare and evaluate in order to demonstrate thorough understanding of the learning  process. The 

course is music industry-based, so units are intended to be varied to ensure that all possible career  options can be 

considered.  

Entry Requirements 

General A level requirements plus you need to ideally have competed a Level 2 Music Technology course and gained at 

least a pass grade. Please speak to Mr Jackson for more details.  

Assessment Arrangements 

The whole course is portfolio-based, so every unit is formally assessed at the end of each half term. The Live Sound 

Recording and Sound Reinforcement unit (30 credits) is the final major project and is held in Year 13 and externally 

assessed by RSL Awards. The written portfolio can be continually amended to ensure students achieve highly.  

Career Links 

This Level 3 Diploma is ideal for students who want to gain entry in the music/media industry, commercial music settings 

or studio engineering at university. The course is ultimately designed to prepare students to work in the music industry or 

to pursue music further at degree-level.  
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Performing Arts 

Exam Board: Edexcel—BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate  

 

This course is aimed at students who enjoy both Dance and Drama. You must been keen on acting and developing your 

knowledge of drama and dance practitioners, as well as having the ability to choreograph and develop your skills in dance. 

To have devising and script writing skills for drama. 

  

Course Specification      

You will study the following Units: 

 

Unit 1: Investigating Practitioners’ work (External) 

Investigate the work of performing arts practitioners; develop critical analysis skills and contextual understanding of how 

practitioners communicate themes in their work. You will research 3 practitioners. 3 hour exam. 5 week prep with the 

theme, you are allowed 4 pages of notes. 

Unit 2: Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance 

Explore technical performance skills with a focus on developing and demonstrating skills and techniques in at least 2 

performance styles within a selected discipline. You will develop your ‘tools’; the body, voice, creative and intellectual skills 

needed to interpret the performance material to communicate with and entertain an audience. 

Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop (External) 

Explore and integrate creative, physical and vocal skills and techniques, working collaboratively to create a performance in 

response to a given stimulus. Creation of new performance can be the result of a group process, where the development 

and shaping of the material, artistic and creative decisions, are the result of collaboration. You will learn how to respond to 

a given stimulus as part of a group, using research, discussion and practical exploration to develop performance material 

and later present an informal presentation of the work to an invited audience. 

         Unit 22: Movement in Performance  

Movement is a fundamental part of everyday life. As a performer, you will need to be multi-skilled in relation to movement 

and physicality. This unit covers the use and place of movement in relation to the character or style of choreography for 

both dancers and actors. Through research, exploration and performance, this unit will help you to gain valuable insight 

into how movement can be used in diverse ways. You will look at the four components of movement in performance in 

their most uncomplicated form, taking into account Rudolf Laban’s theories of movement. Having gained an understanding 

of how to use the body as an expressive instrument, you will be able to apply your knowledge of movement in 

performance.  

 

You will participate in a range of practical, technical, choreographic and performance-based classes and workshops. You 

will perform to audiences in a range of styles and choreographies. You will document your learning with a theoretical 

portfolio of work. 

 

Assessment Structure 

The course is assessed across a series of assignments and tasks. Practical work will require a performance element. There 

is a timed external exam alongside continuous coursework. 

After Sixth Form  

Students will learn transferable skills such as self-confidence, independent learning, self-presentation, personal discipline, 

communication skills, collaborative skills, time management, analytical skills, and organisational skills which are highly 

regarded by higher education and employers. The course may lead you onto studying at university and beyond.  Careers 

such as teaching, freelancing, director, choreographer, events manager and many more. 
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Philosophy and Ethics  

Exam Board : OCR  

This is a course based upon Philosophy of Religion, Religious Ethics and the development of religious thought and ideas. 

Modules to be Studied 

The course comprises three modules.  The Philosophy element contains the major Greek influences on Western 

Philosophy.  We study some of the traditional arguments that attempt to prove the existence of God and challenges to 

religious belief from the problem of evil.  In addition, we explore major issues in the philosophy of religion  such as life 

after death, the nature of the soul, the nature of God, religious  

language and religious experience. 

The Ethics element contains various major ethical theories including Kantian ethics, Utilitarianism, Natural Law, Virtue 

Ethics, Situation Ethics and Egoism.  We learn to apply these and explore deeply practical  

issues such as sexual ethics and euthanasia.  We also analyse philosophical issues in ethics such as meta ethics (ethical 

language), the nature of the conscience, free will and determinism, and the relationship between ethics and religion.  

The third element focuses on the development of religious thought on human nature, immortality and revelation.  We 

study different ways of interpreting the Bible and analyse the development of beliefs about Jesus.  We also explore 

challenges to religious belief from secularism and social sciences. 

 

Assessment Arrangements 

Each element is assessed through a 2 hour written examination at the end of the course. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Grade 5 or better in English and grade 5 at GCSE Ethics and Philosophy. 

 

Career Links 

A powerful entry into University.  The ‘A’ level enhances students’ abilities to think and express  themselves.  Self-

confidence is, therefore, a bi-product of the two-year course and, as such, the students can enter a whole range of careers 

including personnel, banking, the economy, law, nursing etc. 
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Physical Education 

Exam Board: OCR  

The OCR PE course is based on the interaction between the theory and practice of Physical Education.  The majority of the 

course involves applying the varied theoretical aspects to the performer and  performance. 

Modules to be studied 

The course is divided into four modules with two covered in year 12  and then two more completed in Year 13.  
 
Year 12  

G451:  An Introduction to Physical Education. This involves learning the theory of anatomy and  physiology, acquiring 

movement skills and socio-cultural studies. 

G452: Acquiring, Developing and Evaluating Practical Skills in Physical Education. Two sports will be assessed (as a 

performer, coach or official) and an interview on evaluating and improving a chosen sport will be completed by March. 

 

Year 13 

G453:  Principles and Concepts across Different Areas of Physical Education. The theoretical aspects are the history of 

sport, sport psychology and exercise physiology. 

G454: The Improvement of Effective Performance and the Critical Evaluation of Practical Activities in Physical Education. 

 

Assessment Arrangements 

All theoretical units are externally assessed in exams at the end of year 13.  Practical units are internally assessed by March 

and moderated externally.    

Entry Requirements 

For this course, students require a Grade 5 or better in GCSE PE.  If students did not study GCSE PE, they require a Grade 5 

or better in GCSE Science.  It is expected that students will have an interest in the theoretical aspects of this course as well 

as having ability and knowledge in two different sports. 

Career Links 

The specifications provide a suitable foundation for specialist study in both Physical Education and Sports Studies in Higher 

Education and are also suitable qualifications for other areas of study.  The specifications provide an excellent foundation 

for candidates intending to pursue careers in teaching and coaching, sports development, the leisure industry, recreational 

management, health, leisure and fitness and professional sport. 
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Physics 

Exam Board: OCR                                                               

The Physics A specification is designed to inspire students. The course will develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the 

subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers associated with Physics. Physics A has a content-led 

approach ie.  a flexible approach where the specification is divided into topics, each covering different key concepts of 

physics. As students progress through the course they will build on their knowledge of the laws of Physics, applying their 

understanding to solve problems on topics ranging from sub-atomic particles to the entire universe.  

 
Modules to be studied 
 
Content is split into six teaching modules:  
Module 1 – Development of practical skills in physics  
Module 2 – Foundations of physics  
Module 3 – Forces and motion  
Module 4 – Electrons, waves and photons  
Module 5 – Newtonian world and astrophysics  
Module 6 – Particles and medical physics  
 

At A Level:  

A Level Paper 1 assesses the content from Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5  

A Level Paper 2 assesses the content from Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6  

A Level Paper 3 assesses the content from Modules 1 to 6.  

Assessment Arrangements 

Modelling physics 2 hrs 15 mins  Written paper (37% of total A level) 
Exploring physics 2 hrs 15 mins Written paper (37% of total A level) 
Unified physics 1 hr 30 mins Written paper (37% of total A level) 
Practical endorsement in physics Non-exam assessment (Reported separately) 
 
Entry Requirements 

GCSE Grade 6 or above  in Maths and two GCSE Sciences. 

Career Links 

Research; Engineering; Medical Physics; Finance (eg. stock market modelling); Teaching; Celebrity!  (eg. Brian Cox; Brian 

May; Ben Miller)…but seriously, a large number of employment sectors value physicists. 
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Product Design 

Exam Board: AQA  

The specification has been designed to encourage candidates to take a broad view of technology and design, to develop 

their capacity to design and make products and to appreciate the complex relations between design, materials, 

manufacture and marketing.  

3D Design is intended to reflect the wide-ranging activities of professional designers covering a wide range of materials. It 

also allows students to develop their own designs and prototypes.  

 

Modules and Assessment Arrangements 

Materials, Components and Application (Paper1) 

A written paper which is 30% of the total marks 

This paper is based primarily on Materials and Components. 

 

Design and Manufacture (Paper 2) 

This is a two-hour written paper worth 20% of the total  marks 

This paper is based primarily on Product Analysis and Commercial Manufacture 

 

Design and Making Practice (NEA) 

This is a coursework module consisting of approximately 60 hours of individual study.  Students have to complete a design 

folder of a manufactures outcome. 50% of A level. 

 

Entry requirements 

A Grade 4 or better at GCSE in Maths, English and  Product Design. (5 recommended) 
 
Career Links 
This course prepares students for careers in a wide range of areas including careers in the Arts, Graphic Design, Product 
Design, Theatre Design Industrial Design, Architecture, Landscape Design, Interior Design, Media, Marketing, Building and 
Construction, ICT, Advertising, Engineering and the Print  Industry.  
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Psychology   

Exam Board: AQA 
 
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind which is the source of all thought and behaviour.  The  course will introduce 

you to psychological theories and methods, and will offer you the opportunity to investigate some of the explanations 

psychologists use to understand and explain behaviour. It is studied by considering past psychological theories and 

research in terms of the strengths, weaknesses and ability to explain human experience.   

 

Paper 1 

• Social Influence: what factors affect the extent to which our behaviour will be affected by others 

• Memory: Human memory structure and processes. How memories are stored and what factors   determine what 

will be recalled and what will be forgotten  

• Attachment: The emotional bond we form with our primary caregiver and the effects of this on later life 

relationships 

• Psychopathology: explanations of disorders such as depression and OCD and treatments.  

 

Paper 2 

• Approaches in Psychology (including biopsychology): Origins of Psychology: Wundt, introspection and the 

emergence of Psychology as a science along with the basic assumptions of the Learning, Cognitive and Biological 

approaches to understanding behaviour. Students will also be required to know the divisions of the nervous system, 

structure and function of neurons and the endocrine   system  

• Research Methods: the scientific and statistical methods that psychologists use to carry out research and analysis. 

• Data handling and analysis. 

 

 

Paper 3 

• Compulsory Section – Issues and Debates. Such as whether we have freewill 

• Cognition and Development: including Piaget’s theories and how children think  

• Schizophrenia— possible causes and treatments  

• Addiction: risk factors, explanations and reduction or Forensic, including why people commit crimes. 

 

Entry Requirements 

Students must have at least a grade 4 in Mathematics and English plus a 4 grade in two GCSE Sciences. 

 

Career Links 

Psychology is useful in any career where there is an interaction with other people and also for research in any subject area.  

It is particularly useful if considering a career in medicine, nursing, probation, cockpit or car dashboard design, social work, 

police, teaching or for managerial posts. 
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Travel and Tourism 

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism 

 

This qualification includes three mandatory units covering the following content areas: 

 

Unit 1 

• The travel and tourism industry – the travel and tourism industry in the UK is growing and is of major importance to the 

economy. You will develop the skills needed to examine, interpret and analyse a variety of statistics that measure the 

importance of tourism to the UK. This is assessed by a written exam of 1.5 hours. 

 

Unit 2 

• Different types of destinations and their importance – you will investigate the features and appeal of global destinations. 

This is assessed by a task set and marked by Pearson and completed under supervised conditions.  You are given 

information two weeks before a supervised assessment period in order to carry out research. The supervised assessment 

period is undertaken in a single session of three hours. 

 

Unit 3 

• Principles of marketing in travel and tourism – you will explore how to develop a successful marketing plan for use by 

travel and tourism organisations to attract and engage with customers using research  data. This is assessed internally and 

you will develop a marketing plan for a new product or service for a travel and tourism organisation or global destination. 

 

Students will also complete one additional unit that is based on an internally assessed assignment. 
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